January 3rd, 2019

The Dyer’s returned yesterday from a week of visiting family in the frozen
tundra of Minneapolis, Minnesota. It was a great few days of coats, hats, seat
warmers, sledding, football watching (sorry Dawgs), and lots of food.
Needless to say, it not only felt like a new year but also a new planet when we
landed in Jacksonville yesterday to a nearly 70 degree temperature change –
and a whole lot less snow – than where we had left just a few hours prior!
Though perhaps not as stark, this new year also brings with it many new
opportunities in the life of our church. In February, we will welcome Drs. Genie
and Preston Dyer to lead a “Marriage Enrichment Weekend.” Genie and
Preston are nationally-recognized teachers in the field of marriage and family
life who recently retired after fifty years of teaching in the social work
department at Baylor University in Texas. Be on the lookout for more details
about this event (happening 2/22 to 2/24) in the coming weeks. Throughout
the first quarter of 2019, you will also be hearing more from the session and
Capital Campaign Committee about the progress of the “Heart and Soul
Campaign,” which to-date has received approximately $3.5 million in
pledges. We are grateful for every gift in support of the vision for a renovated
sanctuary and Ashantilly Wing. if you have not already pledged, we invite you
to consider doing so in the coming month!
Lastly, it is fitting that this Sunday – the first Sunday of the year – is Epiphany.
Epiphany tells the story of the magi coming from the east to celebrate the
revelation of God’s promise and purposes to all the nations and peoples of
the world. And so, no matter what good or not-so-good news the outset of this
new year brings with it in our lives, trust and know the Good News: that God’s
promises and purposes remain steadfast with and for us all.
Happy New Year. See you at church. Casual is fine.
Peace,
Alan

Upcoming Events
TSN: Land,
Air, & Sea
The Try Something
New group will be
taking a trip to
Savanah next
Thursday, January
10th, to visit museums
of land, air, and sea.
Don't miss out on the
fun!

Deadline to sign up is tomorrow, January 4th,
by 2 PM.
Sign Up Here!

Movie Night
Please join us for a fun
night with family &
friends while we enjoy
watching a movie
together in the Social
Hall and dine on some
yummy pizza (and
salad, too!). This is an
event for all ages, so
bring your family & friends to join the fun!
Date: January 13, 2019
Time: 6 PM
Where: Social Hall
Sign Up Here!

Save The Date
Marriage
Enrichment
Weekend
Drs. Genie and Preston
Dyer - retired social
work and family studies
professors from Baylor
University in Texas - will
be coming to the island to lead a Friday/Saturday marriage enrichment
retreat at SSPC. More info to come, but mark your

calendars now for the weekend
of February 22nd & 23rd!

The Weeks Ahead
Sunday, January 6th
8:30 am - Chapel Service - Sanctuary
9:00 am - Coffee Hour & Breakfast - Social Hall
9:30 am - Sunday School - Various Locations
11:00 am - Traditional Service - Sanctuary
12:15 pm - Membership Team Meeting - Upper Room
12:15 pm - Worship & Music Team Meeting - Social Hall
Monday, January 7th
9:00 am - Manna House - 1408 G Street
10:00 am - Chancel Ensemble - Sanctuary
8:00 pm - AA Meeting - Britt Room
8:00 pm - Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room
Tuesday, January 8th
7:00 am - Youth Breakfast Devotion - Chick-Fil- A
9:30 am - Staff Meeting - John Law
10:00 am - One-derful Morning Glories - Upper Room
12:00 pm - Lunch Bunch - Upper Room
2:00 pm - Circle of Esther - Nardis Kellar's Home (137 Colonial Dr)
Wednesday, January 9th
9:30 am - The Ladies Video Bible Study - Youth Suite
12:00 pm - Men's Noonday Bible Study - John Law
6:30 pm - Chancel Ringers - Sanctuary
7:00 pm - Chancel Choir - Sanctuary
Thursday, January 10th
7:00 am - Men's Bible Study - Britt Room
7:15 am - TSN Land, Air, & Sea - Meet in Church Parking Lot
1:00 pm - Grief Counseling - Chapel
4:00 pm - Yoga Class - Youth Suite
8:00 pm - AA Meeting - Britt Room
8:00 pm - Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room
Friday, January 11th
10:00 am - Book Study and Prayer - Jann's Office

If you are interested in providing the Chancel flowers on a Sunday for worship
during 2019, please sign up for a specific week on the Flower Board in the
Memorial Garden Hallway. Please be sure to email Ada Owens what you
would like to have printed in the bulletin a week prior to the Sunday you sign
up for! (ada@sspres.org)

Joys & Concerns
Holiday Events
What a wonderful Advent & Christmas
Season we've had here at SSPC! Thank
you to everyone that helped spread
Christmas cheer and remind us all what
the season is really about, the birth of
our savior, Jesus Christ. The love &
warmth coming from this church brought
smiles to so many faces. Thank you to
everyone that helped throughout the
season! More pictures can be viewed at
www.sspres.org or by clicking one of the
links below.

Giving Opportunities
Offering
Envelopes
2019 Offering
Envelopes are now
available to be picked
up in the back hallway
at your convenience.

Click Here to Give Online
Giv ing online is easy! Just follow the link abov e to
tithe and donate online. I f you hav e any
questions, please contact the church office at

(912) 638-2220.

Worship This Sunday
Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12
8:30 am Service Hymn:
We Three Kings of Orient Are - 151
11:00 am Service Hymns:
The First Nowell - 147
We Three Kings of Orient Are - 151
Preacher: Rev. Alan Dyer

MUSICAL NOTES
TWO THOUSAND NINETEEN. I’ve wished the Chancel Choir a Happy New
Year through email yesterday and also asking them about their attendance at
this coming Sunday’s service. Today, I’m getting responses about who is
going to be with us. The first snowbird has landed and will be with us and
others have responded that they are on the way. When planning music, it’s
important to know basically who is going to be there. You never know from
Sunday to Sunday what will happen (illness, etc.), but it gives you an idea
what is possible. During all of the rehearsals
for the Advent and Christmas music, I snuck in a bit of rehearsal for this
Sunday’s anthem, This Child, This King by Daniel Gawthrop. With words by
Jane Griner this piece is appropriate for Epiphany Sunday, which is the end
of the liturgical season of Christmas.
Let us see this child, this king, softly now He comes, as was foretold.
Angels surround Him, Heaven sings His name. Let us see this child, this
king, wrapped in swaddling as we wrap our own, Born of a virgin, born in
David’s city. Why should the angels of heaven come down unto poor
shepherds of Bethlehem town? Why should God love us and send His Son,
His only begotten, the radiant One? Let us see this child, this king, wrapped
in swaddling as we wrap our own, Born of a virgin, born in David’s city, born
this holy night, born to wear a crown. Let us see – this king. –Jane Griner
Epiphany is 12 days after Christmas and is the celebration of the coming of
the Magi to visit the Christ Child. After this service, all of the decorations and
poinsettias are removed from the sanctuary and we go back to Ordinary
Time, beginning with The Baptism of the Lord.
Now is a good time to join Chancel Choir, Chancel Ringers, Chancel
Ensemble, or Youth Ensemble. Rehearsals begin next week for all groups.
Call ahead so we can prepare a place for you. Suzanne Morrison, Anne
Marie Stirewalt, or I can help you be a part of any of these groups.
Hymns for Sunday: 147 The First Nowell; 151 We Three Kings of Orient Are;
505 The Trumpets Sound, The Angels Sing
Love & Gratitude for a New Year,
Rhonda

[912-638-2220] [ada@sspres.org] [sspres.org]
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