Service for the Lord’s Day

ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Kirkin' o’ the Tartan
January 25,2026 | 8:30 & 10:30 am Service




Ushers

8:30am

Anna K Mansfield
Faye Hardiman

Jerry Hardiman

10:30am

Gail Dingerson
Nancy Paris
Chris Bone
Mike Aspinwall

Bunnie Lynn

Acolyte
8:30am
Charleston Risi
10:30 am

Virgina Kate Ramba

Kirkin’ celebrates the
Scottish roots of the
Presbyterian Church.

It commemorates the
defiance of the clans of
Scotland in 1745 when their
English conquerors forbid
tartans and bagpipes upon
threat of death. Legend
holds that as an act of
rebellion, the Scots carried
concealed scraps of clan
tartans which had been
blessed and dedicated in

churches.

® 8:30 Service Only
T 10:30 Service Only
sk Please stand if able.

WE GATHER TO PRAISE

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

We are glad you are with us in worship today and we ask that you silence your cell phones and other
devices upon entering the sanctuary. Ghildren are welcome in worship although a nursery s available
i the children’s hall at the rear of the church. Please ask an usher for guidance. Following the Word
Sor Chuldren those up to 2nd grade are invited to follow a staff member for Children’s Chapel.

GATHERING WORDS

One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Rachel Rhodes

TurEE CHIMES The Three Chimes Represent
the Trinaty-Father; Son,and Holy Spinit

*T'HE PROCESSIONAL Highland Cathedral Traditional

First Coast Highlanders
Chancel Ensemble - Ed Jackson, Anne Marie Stirewalt, Trumpets;

Judy Foster, Clarinet; Mike Morgan, French Horn; John Simmons, Trombone;
Mike Bradberry, Tuba; Amy Bishop, Organist

*THE BLESSING OF THE TARTANS Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson

One: On behalf of all clans represented here, we raise these
tartans before Almighty God in gratitude for our heritage

and pray for God’s blessing on God’s servant people in all lands.

ALL: Eternal God, bless these symbols of heritage, and
grant that those who wear them, and the families they
represent, may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly

with you.

One: We proclaim that we are all united in the covenant of Jesus

Christ for there 1s but one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one

God and Father of us all.



*CALL TO WORSHIP Bob Prater
One: Come, people of God, to worship the One whose word
endures. When truth is ignored, God keeps speaking.
When hope is burned to ashes, God tells us to write again.

All: We come to worship the God whose word is not chained.

One: Come, remembering those who carried the faith before us—
those who listened carefully, wrote faithfully, and spoke the

truth even when it was costly.
All: We come to give thanks for a faith handed down,

written, preserved, and lived.
One: Come, trusting that no power can silence God’s purposes,

and no fire can destroy God’s truth.

All: We come to worship with courage, gratitude, and hope.
*OPENING HYMN 341 O God, Show Mercy to Us THAXTED
CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (ALL)

Faithful God, you speak words of truth even when we would rather
not hear them. Yet we confess that we grow weary when faithfulness
is hard. We resist what challenges us, silence voices that make us
uncomfortable, and turn away when hope feels buried under ashes.
We want the promise without the persistence, the comfort without
the courage. Forgive us, O God, for the times we stop listening, for
the times we stop speaking, and for the moments we forget that your
word cannot be destroyed.

Silence for Personal Confession

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

Our prayer of confession
is from The Book of
Common Order of the
Church of Scotland.
Originally created with
the leadership of the early
Scottish reformer John
Knox, versions of this book
have been used to order
liturgy and worship in the
Church of Scotland since
1562.



Prayer List

Joys

Birth of Lachlan to
William & Annalise Sikes
Graham Holland, Liam
Holland & Chase Busby

- 2026 All-District Honor Band
Kashey Odum

102nd Birthday on February 7th
Deaths

Father Liam Collins
Derek Fowler

Jimmy Griffin

Leon Jorgensen
Barbara Meadows

Rita Mullis,

Tyler Mimbs grandmother
Laurie Ford Nord,
half-sister of Anne Nermoe
Charlie Clark Watkins,
father of Brad Watkins
Members

Jean Sucher

Friends and Family
Kathi Baublits

Camal

Teresa Cramer

Joan Gigerich

Charlie Green
Jeannette Griffin

Erin Hidalgo

3year old with leukemia
Peace and protection
for 2 young men
Long-term Care

Rich Armstrong

Sue Chambless
Claudette French

Mary Lewis

Caroline & Dwight Plyler
Betty Lou Schoneker
Alison Schueneman

Frances Teel

*GLORIA PATRIH581 H.W. GREATOREX

Glory be to the Father; and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
15 now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

t WORD FOR CHILDREN
All chaldren are invited to come forward at the pastor’s invitation.
Following the Word for Children, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave for children’s chapel.

PRAYER FOR [LLUMINATION

FirsT READING 2 Timothy 2:8-9
pg 1853 NT
One: This 1s the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM As the Deer Nystrom/arr. Hayes
Chancel Choir; Jason Cherne, Violin

SCRIPTURE READING Jeremiah 36:1-8, 20-32
pg 1256 OT



SERMON “There’s Someone I'd Like You to Meet: Baruch™  Rev. Rachel Rhodes

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (ALL) Scots Confession (1560), selected lines
We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we
must cleave, whom alone we must serve, whom alone we must
worship, and in whom alone we put our trust. This God has
revealed himself to us in his holy Word, which we receive and
believe as the true and certain rule of faith and life. By this Word,
the church has been gathered, preserved, and upheld in every
age— not by human strength, but by God’s grace alone. We believe
that this faith, once entrusted to the saints, is handed down to

us that we might live it faithfully in our own time.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS

OFFERTORY Celtic B[egsing; Scholes/arr. McDonald
Chancel Choir; Jason Cherne, Violin

*DOXOLOGY (606) OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Written in 1560 when
Scotland was declared

a Protestant nation
following the death of
Mary, Queen of Scots,

the Scots Confession
affirmed an unconditional
commitment to the triune
God, to the Bible, and to
the Church.



What are you taking from
worship? A new thought, a
deep feeling, a glimpse of
grace, a challenge? Where
will you see God today? A
hope or a prayer for the

week?

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*HyMN OF DEDICATION 649 Amazing Grace AMAZING GRACE
*BENEDICTION
PosTLUDE Scotland the Brave Traditional

6

© OO0 O

®

First Coast Highlanders

If You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal
resident, or searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are
worshiping with us today. If you are interested in receiving more information
about membership or the ministries of our congregation, please be sure to speak
with a pastor before or after today’s worship or fill out the friendship register,
located at the end of each pew. We would love to get to know you better!

Child Care. Children of all ages are welcome in worship. If you prefer, a
nursery is available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is located in
the Children’s Wing at the rear of the church.

To Aid in Worship. Advanced listening technology is available for those with a
hearing impairment. Please locate an usher for assistance.

If You Are in Need of Prayer. Please let us know how we can be praying for
you by visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after worship, filing out a
prayer card and placing in the offering, or by visiting sspres.org/prayer.

Worship Online. A livestream of the 10:30A worship service is available

every Sunday at sspres.org/livestream. A recording of the worship 1s available
immediately afterwards for viewing anytime. To hear sermons online, visit sspres.
org/sermons or subscribe to the St. Simons Presbyterian Podcast on iTunes or

Google Play.

Ways to Give. Offering envelopes can be found in the pews of the venmo
sanctuary. You can also give electronically through text messaging ohe
or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send to the number: 73256.
Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR code on the right or by

searching for @sspres. You can also mail or drop off checks or cash
offering to the church office anytime M-TH from 9A-4P (205 Kings Way).




Kirkin’ o' the Tartan

ST. SIMONS PresBYTERIAN CHURCH
January 25, 2026

On this special day, we gather for the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan Service. “Kirk” is Scottish for Church,
usually referring to the Church of Scotland. However, this service and ceremony, although based on
Scottish history, legend and folklore, are of American origin. More details of the history and legends are
found in the “lgrogramme Notes” portion of this bulletin.

John Knox, the Scottish Reformer, studied under John Calvin (1509-1564), the father of Presbyterianism,
in Geneva in the 1500’s. Upon returning to Scotland, Knox wrote the first Book of Church Order and
established the first Presbyterian Churches there. The Church then spread to Ireland. The immigrants
from Scotland and Ireland brought the Presbyterian Church to America.

The Scots Confession of 1560 has been referred to as the Charter of the Church of Scotland and of world
Presbyterianism. The Scottish Parliament, at the conclusion of the civil war, invited John Knox and five
colleagues to prepare a Confession of Faith for the church. It was the first Reformed Confession in the
English language.

Perhaps no symbol is more associated with the Scottish tradition than the colorful Highland dress. The
tartan is an old tradition with many references to it in early Scottish literature. The ancient tartan was
described as “chequered” or “striped” or “sundrei coloured.” For many centuries, tartans formed part of
the everyday dress of the Highland people. It was there in Scotland that its use continued and developed
until it became recognized as a symbol of clan kinship.

Today we celebrate the olden Scots’ love of scripture, unwavering faith, devotion to their Kirk,
ersistence, and strong independence by proudgi displaying the tartans to the stirring sounds of the pipes.
hese tartans, the playing of the pipes, the singing of psalms, and this special service of worship am(jD
praise are dedicated to the One, %rue, Triune, and Living God. We remember our Scottish ancestors’

struggle to affirm and to establish that our Lord Jesus Christ alone is the Head of the Kirk.

On behalf of all of Scottish descent among us, these tartans are presented before Almighty God, seeking
His blessings upon these colors and the clans they represent, as well as upon the entire “Clan D1,” which
1s the Gaelic for all the “Children of God,” or all humankind.

The Processional

PIPOTS. ot First Coast Highlanders
The Beadle.......ooiiiii Dee Davis e
Keith Griffin  +
Christian FIag. ..o Richard Hathaway e
Becky Livingston +
United States FLag........coo ittt Tom Haughney ¢
Tripper Mansfield 1

Pastors......c.ooouvieiiiiii e Rev. Rachel Rhodes & Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson

St. Sumons Preshyterian Church

F1ag Of St. ANATEWS....veiiiiieiei ettt Kevin Lokey ®

Drew Holland T
Royal Flag of Scotland...........cccocciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieeeieieeeieieeeteieseese et sesenes Lee Malone

Chancel Choir



Tartan

Anderson
Armstrong
Bruce

Buchanan

Cameron

Cameron of Errachat

Campbell
Carruth
Cummings
Cunningham
Davidson Ancient
Douglas
Edinburgh
Ferguson

Gordon

Graham Montrose
Grant

Gunn

Hamilton

Irvine Acient
Lamont

Leslie Hunting
Lindsay

Logan Ancient
Logan Modern
MacArthur
MacBean
MacDonald
MacDougall
MacGregor
MacKay
MacLaren
MacLellan Ancient
MacMillan Hunting

Tartans of the Scottish Clans

Donor
Erna Busch

Frances Worst
Bruce Fendig

Don Gammon

Ernie Williams

Al Ledingham

Lynne Manna

Betsy Hamilton

Harlan Douglas Whatley
Billie Cunningham Cofer
Janice Williams

Jean Peters

Children of Henry Reid
Beth & Ray Knighton
Ida Walker

Lucy Zell

Lucinda Gordon

Eric Main

Audrey Hamilton Stewart
Anne Aspinwall

Emory & Rhonda Hicks
Emily Helton

John & Barbara Dieterman

Art & Mima West

Jean Russell

Frances McCrary

Judy Bean Foster

Meg Way

Bill MacDougall

Mary MacGregor
Glenn Pride

Pam & Richard Bagnall
Whitney Moss

Bearer

Anna Henry

Martha Armstrong
Frank Stackhouse
Don Gammon e
Bob McCammon t
on display

Joyce Ledingham
Ellen Smith

Amy Graham

on display

on display

Janice Williams & "Toby Williams
Richard Hathaway
on display

on display

Linda Gilsrud e
Mark Gordon *
Charlotte Zell
Lucinda Gordon
Henry & David Wills
Tom Haughney
Anne Aspinwall
Caroline, Wilder, & Elizabeth Homans
Rhonda Hambright
John Dieterman e
Avery Hayes

on display

on display

Barbara Powers
Judy Foster

Way Frasier

on display

on display

on display

Kenneth McLaurin
on display
Elizabeth Shewell



Tartan

MacPherson
MacQuarrie
Matheson
Maxwell
McAfee
McAlister

McDonald of Clanranald

McKenzie
McMillan
McNab

McNeil of Barra

McNeill of Barra Ancient

Mitchell
Moncrief
Montgomery
Morrison
Munro
Munro-flag
Nisbet
Ramsey
Robertson Hunting
Robertson Red
Ross

Russell
Rutherford Ancient
Scott

Smith
Spotswood
Stewart Black
Stewart Bute
Stewart Dress
US Navy
Wallace
Wilson

Donor

Frances Scott

Dennie McCrary

Anne Caswell

Mae Maxwell Fenn

Betsy Hamilton

Betty Smith & Mel Pease
Linda Ballach Haines

Don & Caroline McKenzie Carter
Susan Mower

Mary McNab

Gib McNeely

Susan Hartman

Lillian Clarke

Gwen Mayberry

Ann & Jack Kite

Margaret Morrison

Clara & Norman Reu

Susan Sammons & Janella Brand
Patricia S. Boykin

Cecelia Ramsey Raines
Kathleen Haller

Don Robertson

Stadler Family

Ralph Russell

Mary Rutherford & Rosemary Dobbie
Francis Scott

Ellen Smith & Mary Jo Townsend
Patricia S. Boykin

Beverly Stewart Fetter
Marianna & Bill Elias

Beverly Stewart Fetter

Alex & Ginger Sifford
Dorothy Birdsong

Betty Wilson

Bearer

on display
Catherine McCrary
Lorene Reid

Susan Fenn Dubs
Carolyn Blivens
Martha Martin
Brooke, Roger, & Mark Budd
Kelsi Brooks

on display

on display

Steve Brooks

Jack Edwards

Ben Bryson

Mimi Mayberry-White
Choir Member
Hal Morrison

Grae Frasier

Ellen Smith

Mike Kellar

on display
Kathleen Haller
Bonnie Roberts

on display

Anna Henry

on display
Charlotte Shewell
Mary Jo Townsend
Patricia Boykin

on display

Ali Shewell

Buddy Hendrick
Hal Morrison
Madelynne Risi

Suzanne Morrison

Tartan banners are carried by the youth and families of the church unless
specifically named. Others are displayed outside and around the church.



SPIRITUAL FORMATION AT ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN

Manna House
Furst Monday of Every Month.
1408 G Street, Brunswick, GA

Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for

guests at ‘Manna House,” a local soup kitchen

ministry.

Missions

Share God’s love with service locally and

%lob_ally. Missions include Angel Tree
hristmas Gifts, Hunger Action Team,

and summer mission trips.

Madelynne Rist at madelynne(@sspres.or.
or 6362)—2220. brne@ssp s

Children’s Chapel
Sundays: following the “Word for Children”
during worship. %Pre K-2nd)

KidZ Crew

Wednesdays: (Preschool to Grade 5)

Faith, fun, and music.

Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.

KidZ Ensemble (Grades 3 to 5)

Monthly on Sundays: Before KidZ Fellowship
Meet 1in the Music Attic at 4PM.

Use the Veranda Door

KidZ Fellowship (Grades 3 to 5)
Monthly on Sundays: Faith and fun.
Meet on the Veranda at 5PM.

Youth Ensemble

Sunday evenings at 5:00 PM
Meet in the Music Attic -
Use the Veranda Door.

Youth Group
Sunday evenings at 6:00-8:00 PM
Meet on the Veranda.

Breakfast Devotion (Grades 6 to 12)
Tuesdays at 7:00AM at Chick-Fil-A SSI
Transportation to school is available.

Try Something New Ministry ‘
A group that is all about loving, connecting,
serving, learning, and celebrating together.

Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-22210).

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30 AM in various locations
Sunday School classes are available for all ages.

Coffee will be served in the Britt Room.

:: Following the Call
Meets in the Upper Room

Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Men’s Bible Stud _

Wednesdays at 10:00AM in the nger Room

Men’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Wednesday.
Visitors are always welcome.

Johm Matthews at jhmatthews7(@comeast.net.

Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Grou
T hursdays at 10:004AM wn t/zelé),/m Law Room
Women’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Thursday:

Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.

Presbyterian Women (PW)

All women are invited to join a PW Circle.
Circles meet for Bible Study each month. See
Something for Everyone for more group activities.

Ginny Connors at ginnyconnorsl ail.com
or 9%2) 672-1916 v @gn

Choir

Choirs for all ages are available. See Children and
Youth for graded choir schedule. Adults meet in the
Sanctuary on Wednesday nights.

Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Handbells, chimes and instruments remain an
important part of the ministry of St. Simons )
Presbyterian. For more information about the music
ministry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or
Suzanne Morrison.

Rhonda Hambright at rhonda%xspm. org or 638-2220.

Suzanne Morrison at suzanne(@sspres.org

Pastoral Care ' o

To notity the church of illness, hospitalization,
births, deaths, or E)ra er request, contact the,
church office at 912-638-2220 ext 8, or email
pastoralcare@sspres.org. The first available pastor
will notify you as soon as possible.
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JANUARY 30TH -9PM

PRE-K - 5™ GRADE
Join us for dances, crafts, games, & PANCAKES!

REGISTRATION REQUIRED.
SSPRES.ORG/EVENTS

NQTONCERT ASSOCIATION
2026 EEBRUARY FESTIVAL

3 Sanctuary | 7PM
ARN 'ABOL EMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES A
islandco association.org/membership.html

= TRY SOMETHING NEW —————

G

FEB1ST | LUNCH AT FLYING FISH TAPHOUSE
We will depart after late worship. Limited to 14 ppl

Honoring Our Snowbire
FEBRUARY 8 | 11:45A
RSVP by Monday, February 2

Habitat Build Opportunity

Volunteers

aaaaaaaaaaa

Upcoming Project
e FEBRUARY 11
¢ 8:30am - 12pm

VOLUNTEERAT —
SSPRES.ORG/EVENTS

This Week

Sunday, January 25
830am Worship- Sanctuary
9:00am New Members Class - Youth Suite
9:30am  Sunday School - Various Locations
10:30am  Worship - Sanctuary
Monday, January 26
6:30 pm Al-Anon Meeting - John Law

January 25 -30

Tuesday, January 27

7:00am  Youth Devotions - Chick-fil-A SSI
9:30am  Staff Meeting - Upper Room

Wednesday, January 28

10:00am Men’s Bible Study - Upper Room

10:00 pm Early Music Ensemble - Rhonda’s Office
3:00 pm Chancel Ensemble - Sanctuary

4:00 pm Kidz Crew - Veranda

5:00 pm Chancel Ringers - Bell Room

6:00 pm Wednesday Night Supper-Social Hall
6:45pm Chancel Choir - Sanctuary

Thursday, January 29

10:00 am Women'’s Bible Study - Upper Room
Friday, January 30
Office Closed

5:00 pm Pajama Party - Youth Suite

Chancel Flowers: Today’s flowers are given by Elizabeth
Shewell in honor of Patricia J & Scott E Shewell.
Congregational Meeting Announcement: We will

hold a Congregational Meeting immediately following

the 10:30 AM worship service on February 1, 2026.

The purpose of this meeting is for the Congregation

to formally vote on the Terms of Call for the Pastors

and review the budget for the coming fiscal year.
Wednesday Night Supper: Join us for a delicious meal

of BBQ pork, baked beans, coleslaw, mac-n-cheese,

and dessert! Please be sure to sign up ahead of time

at sspres.org/supper or by calling the church office at
912-638-2220. We can’t wait to share the table with you!
Director of Children & Family Ministry Update: We are
excited to announce that Dara Pickren-Davis will join our staff
as Director of Children & Family Ministry beginning February
5! Her full bio is available at sspres.org/children. We look
forward to the gifts and joy she will bring to our children and
families!

SSPC Happenings: Be sure to visit our website for a full list of
upcoming events! sspres.org/events



St. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Cla;s of.2928
Sandi Goeldner Taylor Brooks Keith Griffin
Kevin Lokey Fred Griffith Richard Hathgvvay
Lee Malone Becky Livingston Buddy H?”d”Ck
Bryan Neill Molly Macaulay Denise Hidalgo
Bob Prater Bettye Russell Flla Ke.nt
Daryl Rabert Mary Margaret Shiver Cathenng McCrary
Carrie Wessel Doug Tingle Matt Robinson
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Anne Aspinwall Pattie Boykin Wheeler Bryan, Jr.
Judy Benjamin Randy Ellis Peggy Dean
Jackie Griffin Portia Hendrick Sean Hidalgo
David Keen Drew Holland Tripper Mansfield
Lowell Korb Bunnie Lynn Elizabeth Shewell
Katie Rossiter Judy Scarlett Debbie States
Linda Seierstad Kathy Wade Emelie Tingle
Staff
Rev. Rachel Rhodes Rhonda Hambright Alyssa Lee David Keen Doug Marshall
Senior Pastor Music Director Youth Director Facility Manager Worship Tech Specialist
rachel@sspres.org rhonda@sspres.org alyssa@sspres.org david@sspres.org
Amy Bishop Jeannine Torbert Madelynne Risi Becky Livingston
. Organist Finance /Administration  Mission& Outreach Clerk of Session
Rev. Dr. Jim Tlackson amy@sspres.org Jjeannine@sspres.org madelynne@sspres.org
Interim Associate Pastor
jim@sspres.org
Suzanne Morrison Ada Owens Ashley Biletzskov Tripper Mansfield
Handbells Communications Preschool Director Portia Hendrick
suzanne@sspres.org ada@sspres.org ashley@sspres.org Co -Chair of Deacons
Rev. Laurie Bentley
Parish Associate Nat Scott Donna Purdy Bob Harper
laurie@sspres.org Congregational Life Administrative Assistant Treasurer
nat@sspres.org donna@sspres.org
gRIdy
"z ;f W<
7‘ ’73 Sieran A_I— s 'LI' & St. Simons Presbyterian Church is a member of the Savannah
urch SAVANNAH s 6 b ¥ Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church (USA)

PRESBYTERY (Uga)

205 Kings Way  St. Simons Island, GA 31522  912-638-2220

Je . -
:ﬂr Www.sspres.org “ facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian @ instagram.com/saintsimonspres



