Service for the Lord’s Day

ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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Matthew 25:35-36, 40
Timothy R. Botts

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 21, 2025 | 10:30 am Worship Service



Ushers

Jerry Hardiman

Anne Aspinwall
Kathleen Haller

Gail Dingerson

Chris Bone

Acolyte
StephenMichaelMcConnell

Each worship service at St.
Simons Presbyterianis an
opportunity for growth in
our relationship with God

and others. We value all
people and after the service
invite you to introduce
yourself to those around you

and get to know them.

* please stand if able.

WE GATHER TO PRAISE

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

We are glad you are with us in worship today and we ask that you silence your cell phones and other
devices upon entering the sanctuary. Children are welcome in worship although a nursery is available
i the chuldren’s hall at the rear of the church. Please ask an usher for guidance. Following the Word
Sor Ghaldren those up to 2nd grade are invited to follow a staff member for Children’s Chapel.

InTROIT 301 Let Us Build a House
Chancel Choir

GATHERING WORDS

One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR MINISTRY All Are Welcome
Nancy Matthews
THREE CHIMES The Three Chimes Represent

the Trimity-Father; Son,and Holy Spurit

PrELUDE Laudation
Chancel Bells; Suzanne Morrison, Director

*CALL TO WORSHIP:

TWO OAKS

Rev. Rachel Rhodes

Brenda Austin

Molly Macaulay

One: Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live.

All: Where the hungry are served first,
and the thirsty drink life’s water.
One: Let us build a house where love can dwell,

built of hopes and dreams and visions.

All: Where the stranger is welcomed with open arms,

and the love of Christ ends divisions!

One: All are welcome! All are welcome!

All:  All are welcome in this place!

Let us worship God together!

*HyMN OF PrRAISE 771 What s the World Like

CALL TO CONFESSION

NEW WORLD

Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (ALL)

Merciful God, because there are many things we do to share your love,
we are often reluctant to see the ways we fall short and miss seeing
you in our neighbor. We stock the food pantries without hesitation,
but brush aside those who hunger for friendship. We give our hand-
me-downs away with ease, but overlook those whose hopes have been
stripped away. We welcome strangers warmly when it is comfortable
and convenient for us, but hesitate to open our hearts or our lives to
others yearning to belong. Forgive us, God of mercy. Melt and mold
our hearts as only you can. Empower us to be agents of transformation
in your world that we might build a house where your love can dwell.

Silence for Personal Confession

through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior we pray. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

One: God searches for the lost, and finds us; God invites the hungry to
the table, and feeds us; God sends Jesus, and frees us from death’s
prison; God forgives all who sin, and heals us with mercy and
grace. Together, let us proclaim the good news of the gospel:

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!
Alleluia! Amen!

*(GLORIA PATRI 582 GLORY TO GOD

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, s now and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen.
Waorld without end, without end. Amen.
As it was in the beginning, s now and ever shall be. Amen.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

WORD FOR CHILDREN
All chaldren are invited to come forward at the pastor’s invitation.

Following the Word for Chuldren, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave for Children’s Chapel in the
Claldren’s Hallway on the other side of the Social Hall.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIrRST READING Psalm 100
One: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
All: Worship the Lord with gladness;

come into God’s presence with singing.

The Psalms served our
ancestors as their book

of worship, song, and
praise. Our forebearsin the
Presbyterian tradition once
only sang the Psalms as
their worship songs because
they understood the
importance of the Psalms
as an act of memory and

continuity.



In 1983, the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) was
formed by the reunion of
the United Presbyterian
Church in the United
States of America and

the Presbyterian Church

in the United States.
Integral to reunion was

the preparation of a Brief
Statement of Faith. While
recognizing realities of
diversity and disagreement
in both the church and the
world, members of the
drafting committee sought
to articulate Presbyterians’

common identity.

* AFFIRMATION OF FartH (ALL)

One: Know that the Lord 1s God. It 1s he that made us,

and we are his;

All: We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

One: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.

All: Give thanks to him, bless his name.

One: For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures for ever,

All: And his faithfulness to all generations.

One: This is the Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

People Need the Lord
Chancel Choir

ANTHEM Craig Nelson

Matthew 25:31-36
pa 1542 NT

SrcoND READING

Rev. Rachel Rhodes
“Let Us Build a House: Where Hands Will Reach Beyond”™

SERMON

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed
the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the
captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the
gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was
crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for
the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal. With believers in every time
and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.



PrRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LLORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY (606)

*HymMN or DEDICATION 716

Nun Butten Wir Dietrich Buxtehude

Amy Bishop, Organist

OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, _from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father; Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

BEACH SPRING

God Whose Guwing Knows No Ending

*BENEDICTION

PosTLUDE

6
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Toccata in I manor Johann Pachelbel

Amy Bishop, Organist

If You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a
seasonal resident, or searching for a church home, we are delighted that
you are worshiping with us today. If you are interested in receiving more
information about membership or the ministries of our congregation,
please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after today’s worshqf or fill
out the friendship register, located at the end of each pew. We would love to
get to know you better!

Child Care. Children of all ages are welcome in worship. If you prefer,
a nursery is available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is
located in the Children’s Wing at the rear of the church.

To Aid in Worship. Advanced listening technol(%gy is available for those
with a hearing impairment. Please locate an usher for assistance.

If You Are in Need of Prayer. Please let us know how we can be
praying for you by visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after
worship, by completing a prayer request card and placing it in an offering
plate, or by visiting sspres.org/prayer.

Worship Online. A livestream of the 10:30AM worship service is
available every Sunday at sspres.org/livestream. A recording of the worship
is available immediately afterwards for viewing anytime. To hear sermons
online, visit sspres.org/sermons or subscribe to the St. Simons Presbyterian
Podcast on 1Tunes or Google Play.

Ways to Give. Offering envelopes can be found in the pews
of the sanctuary. You can also give electronically through text
messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send to the
number; 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR code
on the right or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or
drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime
M-']Fh from 9A-4PM (205 Kings Way).

Prayer List

Deaths

Haddon Kelly; grandson
of Brenda Dohn’s sister
Members

Judy Benjamin

Staci Bennett

Cheryl French

Harlan Hambright
Mike Kellar

Bob Miles

Lisa Sims

Page Shelton

Frances Teel

Tony Votsis

Kathy Wade

Friends and Family
Steve and Beth Christopher
Long-term Care

Rich Armstrong

Sue Chambless
Claudette French
Linda Johnston

Joyce Kallaher

Mary Lewis

Caroline Plyler

Bob Reid

Alison Schuneman



SPIRITUAL FORMATION AT ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN

Manna House

Furst Monday of Every Month.

1408 G Street, Brunswick, GA

Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for

guests at ‘Manna House,” a local soup kitchen

ministry.

Community & Global Missions

Share God’s love with service locally and

%lob_ally. Missions include Angel Tree
hristmas Gifts, Hunger Action Team,

and summer mission trips.

Madelynne Rist at madelynne(@sspres.or.
or 6362)—2220. brne@ssp s

Children’s Chapel
Sundays: following the “Word for Children”
during worship. %Pre K-2nd)

KidZ Crew

Wednesdays: (Preschool to Grade 5)

Faith, fun, and music.

Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.

KidZ Ensemble (Grades 3 to 5)

Monthly on Sundays: Before KidZ Fellowship
Meet 1in the Music Attic at 4PM.

Use the Veranda Door

KidZ Fellowship (Grades 3 to 5)
Monthly on Sundays: Faith and fun.
Meet on the Veranda at 5PM.

Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Youth Ensemble

Sunday evenings at 5:00 PM
Meet in the Music Attic -
Use the Veranda Door.

Youth Group
Sunday evenings at 6:00-8:00 PM
Meet on the Veranda.

Breakfast Devotion (Grades 6 to 12)
Tuesdays at 7:00AM at Chick-Fil-A SSI

Transportation to school is available.

Try Something New Ministry ‘
A group that is all about loving, connecting,
serving, learning, and celebrating together.

Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-22210).

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30 AM in various locations
Sunday School classes are available for all ages.

Coffee will be served in the Britt Room.

:: Following the Call
Meets in the Upper Room

Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220).

Men’s Bible Stud _

Wednesdays at 10:00AM in the nger Room

Men’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Wednesday.
Visitors are always welcome.

Johm Matthews at jhmatthews7(@comeast.net.

Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Grou
T hursdays at 10:004AM wn t/zelé),/m Law Room
Women’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Thursday:

Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.

Presbyterian Women (PW)

All women are invited to join a PW Circle.
Circles meet for Bible Study each month. See
Something for Everyone for more group activities.

Ginny Connors at ginnyconnorsl ail.com
or 9%2) 672-1916 v @gn

Choir

Choirs for all ages are available. See Children and
Youth for graded choir schedule. Adults meet in the
Sanctuary on Wednesday nights.

Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Handbells, chimes and instruments remain an
important part of the ministry of St. Simons )
Presbyterian. For more information about the music
ministry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or
Suzanne Morrison.

Rhonda Hambright at rhonda%xspm. org or 638-2220.

Suzanne Morrison at suzanne(@sspres.org

Pastoral Care ' o

To notity the church of illness, hospitalization,
births, deaths, or E)ra er request, contact the,
church office at 912-638-2220 ext 8, or email
pastoralcare@sspres.org. The first available pastor
will notify you as soon as possible.



This Week September 21 - 27

kidz fellowship

& ensemble Sunday, September 21
upeeming dates 830am  Worship Service - Sanctuary
S'ep 2"._0_51'_'(.]_& Nev 16 9:00am  Youth Confirmation Class - Youth Suite
9:30am  Sunday School - Various Locations
10:30 am  Worship Service - Sanctuary
4:00 pm  KidZ Ensemble - Music Attic

5:00 pm  KidZ Fellowship - Veranda
BBU PI P N I C 5:00 pm  Middle School Youth - Youth Suite
Try Something New ) .
FRIDAY, SEPT 26 4-7 \ o . ( /; 6:00 pm All Youth Dinner - Youth Suite
il Ady 6:30 pm  High School Youth - Youth Suite
5 ¢ /\\ -Iv \
StPiZLZZIr{dMALLlS(i:i?tSIEiLlnw ﬁ/ﬁ ;?;’ \ 3 ! = Monday’ September 22
. o with rformance b . - i _
Costies10/pp 1y BRSR!eX S, 6:30 pm  Al-Anon Meeting - John Law
SIGNUP AT b/s = ﬂs A Tuesday, September 23
sspres.org/eventst 27 "’\;" 7:00am Youth Devotions - Chick-fil-A SS
g it 9:30am  Staff Meeting - Upper Room
Chlll'(:h 8:00 pm  Codependents Anon- John Law
Annlversary
"Let Us Build a House" WedneSday’ September 24
Day of Service 10:00am Men’s Bible Study - Upper Room
; sighup il ssplesory/dos 11:00 am Early Music Ensemble - Rhonda’s Office
T 28 E gll,loihkgllﬁlfgl;n 3:.00 pm Chancel Ensemble - Sanctuary
bl i 4 400 pm  KidZ Crew - Veranda
5:00 pm  Chancel Bells - Bell Room
6:00 pm  Wednesday Night Supper- Social Hall
6:45pm  Chancel Choir- Sanctuary
Thursday, September 25
9:00am  Congregational Care - John Law
10:00am  Women'’s Bible Study - Upper Room

Friday, September 26

4 PM ENSEMBLE = S PM FELLOWSHIP .- 6PM DINNER B

Member & Regular Visitor

NAME TAGS

Coming September 28

will be located in the gathering space

Office Closed
S ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
5:00 pm  TSN-BBQ and Music - Gascoigne Park
MIDDLESCHOOL YOUTH Saturday, September 27

8:00am  Day Of Service - Various Locations

Chancel Flowers: Today’s Chancel flowers are given to the

Sundays from 5-6PM
This is not a weekly committment.
Volunteer as much or as little as you'd like!

I[EW DATES AT and Brady Head.
SPRES.ORG/YOUTH

Glory of God and memory of Anne Clark “Itsie” Ruffin by Bain




St. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

Class 0f 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Sandi Goeldner Taylor Brooks K?'th Griffin
Kevin Lokey Fred Griffith Richard Hathaway
Lee Malone Becky Livingston Buddy Hgndnck
Bryan Neill Molly Macaulay Denise Hidalgo
Bob Prater Bettye Russell Flla Kent
Daryl Rabert Mary Margaret Shiver Catherine McCrary
Carrie Wessel Doug Tingle Matt Robinson
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Anne Aspinwall Pattie Boykin Wheeler Bryan, Jr.
Judy Benjamin Randy Ellis Peggy Dean
Jackie Griffin Portia Hendrick Sean Hidalgo
David Keen Drew Holland Tripper Mansfield
Lowell Korb Bunnie Lynn Elizabeth Shewell
Katie Rossiter Judy Scarlett Debbie States
Linda Seierstad Kathy Wade Emelie Tingle
Staff
Rev. Rachel Rhodes Rhonda Hambright Frieda Warner Donna Purdy Doug Marshall
Senior Pastor Music Director Children’s Ministry/CE Administrative Assistant Worship Tech Specialist
rachel@sspres.org rhonda@sspres.org frieda@sspres.org donna@sspres.org
Amy Bishop Alyssa Lee David Keen Becky Livingston
i Organist Youth Director Facility Manager Clerk of Session
ﬁ;’;ﬁ ::Ai:(;’;g;saz:)r amy@sspres.org alyssa@sspres.org david@sspres.org
jim@sspres.org .
Suzanne Morrison Jeannine Torbert Madelynne Risi Tripper Mansfield
Handbells Finance /Administration ~ Mission& Outreach Portia Hendrick
suzanne@sspres.org jeannine@sspres.org madelynne@sspres.org  Co -Chair of Deacons
Rev. Laurie Bentley
Parish Associate Nat Scott Ada Owens Ashley Biletzskov Bob Harper
laurie@sspres.org Congregational Life Communications Preschool Director Treasurer
nat@sspres.org ada@sspres.org ashley@sspres.org

J & < W %
Ssme A M — SR : :
an A\ o 5 St. Simons Presbyterian Church is a member of the Savannah
Gl - SlliY <

SAVANNAH Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church (USA)
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205 Kings Way | St. Simons Island, GA 31522 | 912-638-2220
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