Service for the Lord’s Day

ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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Bending The Strings
Von Pounds

Bluegrass Sunday
August 17,2025 | 10:00 am Worship Service



Ushers

Anne Marie Stirewalt
Jeff Roberts

Carolyn Bliven

Gail Dingerson
Acolyte

Charleston Risi

Welcome to Bluegrass
Sunday! This annual
tradition of St. Simons
Presbyterian Churchiis
always a toe-tapping good
time. We give thanks to God
for our gifted bluegrass
musicians as well as our
director of music, Rhonda
Hambright, who works to
organize and lead our music

in worship each Sunday.

* please stand if able.

WE GATHER TO PRAISE

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

We are glad you are with us in worship today and we ask that you silence your cell phones and other
devices upon entering the sanctuary. Children are welcome in worship although a nursery is available
i the chuldren’s hall at the rear of the church. Please ask an usher for guidance. Following the Word
Sor Ghaldren those up to 2nd grade are invited to follow a staff member for Children’s Chapel.

INTROIT Angel Band WAB. Bradbury; Rev; J. Hascall, art. Ray

Peak Mountain Bluegrass (Rick Ray, Banjo & Vocals; Doreen Hendry, Vocals;
Roland Hendry, Mandolin; Joan Holcomb, Guitar; Brad Holcomb, Bass) and
Friends - Crystal Murphy, Fiddle; Harlan Hambright, Mandolin; Drew Holland,
Guitar; Rhonda Hambright, Piano & Vocals; Ann Nermoe, Guitar & Vocals.

GATHERING WORDS

One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Rachel Rhodes

"The Three Chimes Represent
the Irinity-Father, Son,and Holy Spirit

THREE CHIMES

Sweet Hour of Prayer
Peak Mountain Bluegrass Band & Friends

PrELUDE W.B. Bradbury

*CALL TO WORSHIP: Taylor Brooks

One: Come, all you whose souls thirst for the living God.

All: We come in search of help and hope.

One: Come, you who are acquainted with grief or oppression.

All: We come bearing our doubts, our wounds, and our fears.
One: Come, you who are in need of good news.

All: We come in search of joy, truth, and light.

One: Come, and find refuge in God your rock.

All: Let us again praise the One who is our help and our hope.

Let us worship God together.

*HyYMN OF PRAISE 65 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

CWM RHONDDA

CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (ALL) Every journey begins with

. .9 . . . . atime of figuring out what
Merciful God, it’s easy to imagine your presence in grand sanctuaries to take along and what to
and fancy liturgy. It’s easy to imagine your presence in magnificent leave behind. Similarly,

hymns and joyful singing. It’s harder to imagine your presence in the the confession of sinisan

mundane rhythms of our daily lives. And yet, O God, there are no limits opportunity to reflect on

those things we’re carrying

to where your presence can be felt. There are no rules that confine around with us (anxiety,

you to particular places or to particular circumstances. In fact, it has guilt, shame) that, with

always been you who leads us out of sanctuaries and into the streets; God's grace, we can safely
to the poor and the homeless and the hungry and the afflicted. Forgive teave behind.
us, O God, for assuming we know where to find you. Forgive us, O
God, when we fail to see your presence in the mundane and in the
unexpected. Soften our hearts. Empower our imaginations. Remind

us of your constant presence.

Stlence for Personal Confession

through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior we pray. Amen.

* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

*GLORIA PATRI 581 GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

WORD FOR CHILDREN
All chaldren are invited to come forward at the pastor’s invitation.

Following the Word for Chuldren, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave for Children’s Chapel in the
Claldren’s Hallway on the other side of the Social Hall.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FirsT READING Psalm 139: 1-12, 23-24

One: O Lord, you have searched me and known me.

All: You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.

One: You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
All: Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord,
you know it completely.

One: You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.

All: Where canI go from your spirit?

Or where can I flee from your presence?



Prayer List
Deaths

Gene Ramba
Members

Ellen Fixx

Harlan Hambright
Graham Holland
Candace Newton
Mary Ramba
Norman Reu

Lisa Sims

Katie Williamson
Friends and Family
Tucker Grigg
Katalin Jordon
Karen Keen
Charlotte Murray
Gail Roberson
Long-term Care
Rich Armstrong
Linda Johnston
Caroline Plyler
Bob Reid

One: If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol,

you are there.

All: If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest
limits of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me,

and your right hand shall hold me fast.

One: If Isay, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light around me become night’,

All: Even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright

as the day, for darkness is as light to you. Search me,

O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts.

See if there is any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.
One: This is the word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Days of Elyah
Peak Mountain Bluegrass Band & Friends

ANTHEM

SECOND READING 1 Kings 19:9b-15

peg 559 OT

SERMON “Fire & Whspers™

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

PrAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LLORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Robin Mark

Rev. Rachel Rhodes

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY [ Saw the Light

Peak Mountain Bluegrass Band & Friends

*DOXOLOGY (606)

Hank Williams

OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him

above, ye heavenly host; praise Father;, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

PRESENTATION AND PROMISES Francis Brooks Rist

daughter of Scott and Madelynne Risi

PROFESSION OF FAITH Apostles Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

BAPTISM AND BLESSING

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*HyMN OF DEDICATION 2282 Ll Fly Away Brumley
*BENEDICTION
PosTLUDE Reep on the Sunny Side Ada Blenkhorn
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Peak Mountain Bluegrass Band & Friends

If You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a
seasonal resident, or searching for a church home, we are delighted that
you are worshiping with us today. If you are interested in receiving more
information about membership or the ministries of our congregation,
please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after today’s worshul) or fill
out the friendship register, located at the end of each pew. We would love to
get to know you better!

Child Care. Children of all ages are welcome in worship. If you prefer,
a nursery is available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is
located in the Children’s Wing at the rear of the church.

To Aid in Worship. Advanced listening technology is available for those
with a hearing impairment. Please locate an usher for assistance.

If You Are in Need of Prayer. Please let us know how we can be
praying for you by visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after
worship, by completing a prayer request card and placing it in an offering
plate, or by visiting sspres.org/ prayer.

Worship Online. A livestream of the 10:00AM worship service is
available every Sunday at sspres.org/livestream. A recording of the worship
is available immediate}l,y afterwards for viewing anytime. To hear sermons
online, ws1t_5fpres.org/ sermons or subscribe to the St. Simons Presbyterian
Podcast on 1Tunes or Google Play.

Ways to Give. Offering envelopes can be found in the pews
of the sanctuary. You can also give electronically through text
messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send to the
number; 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR code
on the right or by searching for @ssl?res. You can also mail or
drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime
M-Th from 9A-4PM (205 Kings Way).

In our baptism, God has
called and sealed us.
Baptism is animportant
event not simply in the
life of the child and family,
butin the life of the whole
church. We are baptized
into a community, and not
in abstraction from the

community.

In Sing the Faith Hymnal
(Blue Paperback)



SPIRITUAL FORMATION AT ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN

Manna House
Furst Monday of Every Month.

1408 G Street, Brunswick, GA
Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for

guests at ‘Manna House,” a local soup kitchen

ministry.

Community & Global Missions

Share God’s love with service locally and

%lob_ally. Missions include Angel Tree
hristmas Gifts, Hunger Action Team,

and summer mission trips.

Madelynne Rist at madelynne(@sspres.or.
or 6362)—2220. brne@ssp s

Children’s Chapel
Sundays: following the “Word for Children”
during worship. %Pre K-2nd)

KidZ Crew will resume in the Fall
Wednesdays: (Preschool to Grade 5)

Faith, fun, and music.

Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.

KidZ Ensemble (Grades 3 to 5)

will resume in the Fall . ,
Monthly on Sundays: Before KidZ Fellowship
Meet in the Music Attic at 4PM.

Use the Veranda Door

KidZ Fellowship (Grades 3 to 5)
will resume in the Fall

Monthly on Sundays: Faith and fun.
Meet on the Veranda at 5PM.

Youth Ensemble Will resume in the Fall
Sunday evenings at 5:00 PM

Meet in the Music Attic -

Use the Veranda Door.

Youth Group Will resume Aug 17
Sunday evenings at 6:00-8:00 P.
Meet on the Veranda.

Breakfast Devotion (Grades 6 to 12)
Tuesdays at 7:00AM at Chick-Fil-A SSI

Transportation to school is available.

Try Something New Ministry ‘
A group that is all about loving, connecting,
serving, learning, and celebrating together.

Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-22210).

Sunday School
Begins at 9:00 AM in various locations
Sunday School classes are available for all ages.

Coffee will be served in the Britt Room.

:: Wake Up to Wonder
By Karen Wright Marsh
Meets in the Upper Room
:: Following the Call
Beginnming Sept. 7
Meets i the Upper Room
Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 658-2220.

Men’s Bible Stud _

Wednesdays at 10:00AM in the nger Room

Men’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Wednesday.
Visitors are always welcome.

John Matthews at jhmatthews7(@comcast.net.

T hursdays at 10:00AM wn the fohn Law Room

Women'’s Bible Study/Przrer Grou
Women’s Bible Study led by

at Scott every Thursday:
Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.

Presbyterian Women (PW) _

All women are invited to join a PW Circle,
Circles meet for Bible Study each month. See
Something for Everyone for more group activities.

Ginny Connors at ginnyconnors 1 (@gmail.com

Choir

Choirs for all ages are available. See Children and
Youth for graded choir schedule. Adults meet in the
Sanctuary on Wednesday nights.

Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Handbells, chimes and instruments remain an
important part of the ministry of St. Simons )
Presbyterian. For more information about the music
ministry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or
Suzanne Morrison.

Rhonda Hambright at rhonda%xspm. org or 638-2220.

Suzanne Morrison at suzanne(@sspres.org

Pastoral Care ' o

To notity the church of illness, hospitalization,
births, deaths, or E)ra er request, contact the,
church office at 912-638-2220 ext 8, or email
pastoralcare@sspres.org. The first available pastor
will notify you as soon as possible.
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SAVE THE DATE!

SEPT 27, 2025 | 8:00AM-1PM

PRE SEASON \IOLUNTEERS

ACommumcatm with &2
School Counselors* o, \mn

: Organizing Teams -
e fo?the Se%son

; Placmg Pre-Orders B

This Week

Sunday, August 17

August 17 - 22

9:00am  Sunday School - Upper Room

10:00am  Worship Service - Sanctuary
11:30am  KidZ Crew & Youth Training - Youth Suite
6:00 pm  Youth Group Kick-off - Youth Suite
Monday, August 18

5:00pm  Diaconate Meeting - Upper Room
6:30 pm  Al-Anon Meeting - John Law
Tuesday, August 19

9:30am  Staff Meeting - Upper Room
4:.00 pm  Session Meeting- Upper Room
8:00 pm  Codependents Anon- John Law

Wednesday, August 20

10:00 am  Hands and Hearts Quilting -Music Attic
10:00 am  Grief Group -Parlor

3:00pm  Sonshine for the Soul -John Law
5:00pm  Chancel Choir -Sanctuary

Thursday, August 21
Office Closed for a Staff Retreat
530pm  APNC-Upper Room
Friday, August 22
Office Closed

Chancel Flowers: Chancel flowers are given today in fond

memory of Furman Bisher who loved the Lord and toe

tapping music given by his wife, Lynda Bisher.



St. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

Class 0f 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Sandi Goeldner Taylor Brooks Keith Griffin

Kevin Lokey Fred Griffith Richard Hathaway
Lee Malone Becky Livingston Buddy Hgndnck
Bryan Neill Molly Macaulay Denise Hidalgo
Bob Prater Bettye Russell Flla Ke.nt

Daryl Rabert Mary Margaret Shiver Cathenng McCrary
Carrie Wessel Doug Tingle Matt Robinson
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Anne Aspinwall Pattie Boykin Wheeler Bryan, Jr.
Judy Benjamin Randy Ellis Peggy Dean
Jackie Griffin Portia Hendrick Sean Hidalgo
David Keen Drew Holland Tripper Mansfield
Lowell Korb Bunnie Lynn Elizabeth Shewell
Katie Rossiter Judy Scarlett Debbie States
Linda Seierstad Kathy Wade Emelie Tingle

Frieda Warner

Rev. Rachel Rhodes
Senior Pastor
rachel@sspres.org

Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson
Interim Associate Pastor
jim@sspres.org

Rev. Laurie Bentley
Parish Associate
laurie@sspres.org

"
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PRESBYTERY

Rhonda Hambright
Music Director
rhonda@sspres.org

Amy Bishop
Organist
amy@sspres.org

Suzanne Morrison
Handbells
suzanne@sspres.org

Nat Scott
Congregational Life
nat@sspres.org

Children’s Ministry/CE
frieda@sspres.org

Alyssa Lee
Youth Director
alyssa@sspres.org

Jeannine Torbert
Finance /Administration
Jeannine@sspres.org

Ada Owens
Communications
ada@sspres.org

Donna Purdy
Administrative Assistant
donna@sspres.org

David Keen
Facility Manager
david@sspres.org

Madelynne Risi
Mission& Outreach
madelynne@sspres.org

Ashley Biletzskov
Preschool Director
ashley@sspres.org

Doug Marshall
Worship Tech Specialist

Becky Livingston
Clerk of Session

Anne Aspinwall
Chair of Deacons

Bob Harper
Treasurer

St. Simons Presbyterian Church is a member of the Savannah
Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church (USA)

205 Kings Way | St. Simons Island, GA 31522 “
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[ www.sspres.org

n facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian

912-638-2220

@ instagram.com/saintsimonspres



