Service for the Lord’s Day

ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Pentecost

Jennifer Allison

Day of Pentecost
May 24, 2026 | 10:30 am Worship Service



Ushers

Linda Seierstad
Nancy Paris
Matt Lemke
Amelia Mcaulay
Bob Duncan
Acolyte

Drew Turner

For Christians, Pentecost
is a holiday on which
we commemorate the

coming of the Holy Spirit

on the early followers of

Jesus. Before the events
of the first Pentecost,
which came a few weeks
after Jesus’ death and
resurrection, there were
followers of Jesus, but no
movement that could be
meaningfully called “the
church.” Thus, froman
historical point of view,
Pentecost is the day on
which the church was
started, making Pentecost
the church’s birthday.

* please stand if able.

WE GATHER TO PRAISE

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

We are glad you are with us in worship today and we ask that you silence your cell phones and other
devices upon entering the sanctuary. Children are welcome in worship although a nursery is available
i the children’s hall at the rear of the church. Please ask an usher for guidance. Following the Word
Sor Chaldren those up to 2nd grade are invited to follow a staff member for Children’s Chapel.

INTROIT AND PROCESSIONAL 291

Sprit, Spinit of Gentleness
Chancel Choir

SPIRIT

GATHERING WORDS

One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Rachel Rhodes

Blue Skies
Bain Head

MINUTE FOR MISSION

The Three Chumes Represent
the Trinaty-Father, Son,and Holy Spirit

THREE CHIMES

PRELUDE Lternal Father, Strong to Save John Bacchus Dykes
Chancel Ensemble - Ed Jackson, Anne Marie Stirewalt, Trumpets;

Judy Foster, Clarinet; Mike Morgan, French Horn; John Simmons, Trombone;

Mike Bradberry, Tuba
*CALL TO WORSHIP: Lee Malone
One: The Spirit comes like wind we cannot contain.
All: The Spirit comes like fire we cannot control.
One: In every language, in every place, God is speaking good news.
All: We gather to listen for the voice of God among us.
One: The Spirit does not call us to fear the stranger or narrow the circle.
All: The Spirit sends us outward in love and welcome.
One: Come, Holy Spirit.
All: Fill this place with your presence, your power,
and your peace.
*QPENING HYMN 279 Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove ST. AGNES

CALL TO CONFESSION Becky Livingston



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (ALL)

Holy God, you speak words of life and love to every nation and every
people, yet we confess how often we resist the wideness of your Spirit.
We prefer what is familiar. We cling to comfort and sameness.

We expect others to speak our language rather than learning how to
listen with humility and love. Too often, we have made your welcome
smaller than it truly is. We have failed to notice those who feel unseen,
unheard, or left outside the circle. We have withheld compassion,
withheld curiosity, withheld ourselves. Forgive us, O God. Set our
hearts on fire again with your Spirit. Teach us new languages of grace
and mercy—languages of welcome, kindness, justice, and love— so
that every person might hear the good news: they are welcome and
they are loved.

Stlence for Personal Confession

Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

One: Friends, hear the good news: the Spirit of God has been poured
out upon all flesh. Not just for some. Not just for those who have
it all figured out. For all. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. In the
Holy Spirit, we are made new. And through the grace of God, we
are sent into the world to bear witness to a love wider than we can
imagine. For each shall hear the good news in their own language:
You are welcome and you are loved.

All: Thanks be to God. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI 582 GLORY TO GOD

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, s now and ever shall be. Amen.
World writhout end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen.
As it was in the beginning, s now and ever shall be. Amen.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

WORD FOR CHILDREN Dara Pickren - Davis
All chaldren are invited to come forward at the pastor’s invitation.

Following the Word for Chuldren, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave for Children’s Chapel in the
Claldren’s Hallway on the other side of the Social Hall.

AcCOLYTE RECOGNITION
Elle Blenkinsop, Jack Callaway, Lanier Cannon, Stephen Michael McConnell,
Teagan Neil, Ansel Owens, Virginia Kate Ramba, Ben Rhodes, M} Rhodes, Charleston Rist,
Connor Rosutter, Drew Turnei; Mille Turner; Marigold Wallis

PRAYER FOR [LLUMINATION

Today, we celebrate and
give heartfelt thanks to

the children in our church
family who faithfully serve
as acolytes throughout the
year. As they carry the light
of Christinto the sanctuary
and back out again, they
remind us, in a beautiful
way, that Christ’s presence

shines among us.



In 1983, the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) was
formed by the reunion of
the United Presbyterian
Church in the United
States of America and

the Presbyterian Church

in the United States.
Integral to reunion was

the preparation of a Brief
Statement of Faith. While
recognizing realities of
diversity and disagreement
in both the church and the
world, members of the
drafting committee sought
to articulate Presbyterians’

common identity.

FIrsT READING

One:

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

O Lord, how manifold are your works!

In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.

Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things

innumerable are there, living things both small and great.

There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.

These all look to you to give them their food in due season;

When you give to them, they gather it up;

when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.

When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their

breath, they die and return to their dust. When you send forth your

spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the ground.

May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord

rejoice in his works—who looks on the earth and it trembles,
who touches the mountains and they smoke.

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;

I will sing praise to my God while I have being

May my meditation be pleasing to him,

for I rejoice in the Lord. Bless the Lord,
O my soul. Praise the Lord!

ANTHEM

SEcoND READING

SERMON

*AFFIRMATION OF FarrH (ALL)

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

A Mighty Wind Blows Over the Land John Carter & Mary Kay Beall
Chancel Choir
Acts 2: 1-13
ba 1692 NT
“Fach i Their Oun Language 2 Rev. Dr. Rachel Rhodes

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

from A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer

of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to

accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together
with all believers in the one body of Christ, the church. The same
Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life

in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed,

claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and

the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of

the church.



In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray
without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and
Savior, to unmask idolatries in church and culture, to hear the voices
of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom,
and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to
serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even
as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying,

Come, Lord Jesus!

PrAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LLORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERTORY Let All the World in Every Corner Sing  Vaughn-Williams; ar. Wood
Chancel Choir; Chancel Ensemble

*DOXOLOGY (606) OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, _from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*HyMmN oF DEDICATION 408
There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit SWEET, SWEET, SPIRIT

*BENEDICTION

PosTLubpE Maestoso Charles Callahan
Amy Bishop, Organist

If You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a

@ seasonal resident, or searching for a church home, we are delighted that
you are worshiping with us today. If you are interested in receiving more
information about membership or the ministries of our congregation,
please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after today’s worshllf or fill
out the friendship register, located at the end of each pew. We would love to
get to know you better!

Child Care. Children of all ages are welcome in worship. If you prefer,
a nursery is available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is
located in the Children’s Wing at the rear of the church.

@ To Aid in Worship. Advanced listening technolc%gy is available for those
0

with a hearing impairment. Please locate an usher for assistance.

Ways to Give. Offering envelopes can be found in the pews

@ of the sanctuary. You can also give electronically through text
messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send to the
number; 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR code
on the right or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or
droilg off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime
M-Th from 9A-4PM (205 Kings Way).

Prayer List

Joys

Rev. Dr. Rachel Rhodes
received a Doctorate of
Ministry degree from Duke
Seminary

Birth of Lillian Oster Elias
Granddaughter of Marianna
Elias

Sorrows

Death of Buzzy Pickren
Death of Eliana Salazar
Death of Jerry Spencer
Members

Lee Arnold

Deanna Clark
Doug & Cheryl French
Devera Grashuis

Denise Hidalgo

Friends and Family
Wheeler Bryan’s mother
Winter Easton

Allyson Mayberry Jackson
Ben Wallace

Recent Global Conflict
Active deployed military
Anticipated deployment
Civilians & families affected
Worldwide places of unrest
Long-term Care

Rich Armstrong

Sue Chambless

Claudette French

Marcia Kester

Mary Lewis

Dwight Plyler

Betty Lou Schoneker
Alison Schueneman
David Stewart

Frances Teel

Carrington Wilson

Revs. Jann Briscoe&Page Shelton



SPIRITUAL FORMATION AT ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN

Manna House
Furst Monday of Every Month.
1408 G Street, Brunswick, GA

Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for

guests at “‘Manna House,” a local soup kitchen

ministry.

Missions

Share God’s love with service locally and

%lob_ally. Missions include Angel Tree
hristmas Gifts, Hunger Action Team,

and summer mission trips.

Moadelynne Risi at madelynne(@sspres.or.
or 638-2220. brne@ssp s

Children’s Chapel '
Sundays: following the “Word for Children”
during worship. %Pre K-2nd)

KidZ Crew resume in the fall
Wednesdays: (Preschool to Grade )

Faith, fun, and music.

Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.

KidZ Ensemble (Grades 3 to 5) resume in
the fall ' _
Monthly on Sundays: Before KidZ Fellowship
Meet in the Music Attic at 4PM.

Use the Veranda Door

KidZ Fellowship (Grades 3 to 5) resume in
the fall

Monthly on Sundays:

Faith and fun.

Meet on the Veranda at 5PM.

Dara Pickren-Davis at dara@sspres.org or

Youth Ensemble resume in the fall
Sunday evenings at 5:00 PM

Meetin the Music Attic -

Use the Veranda Door.

Youth Group resume in the fall
Sunday evenings at 6:00-8:00 PM
Meet on the Veranda.

Breakfast Devotion resume in the fall
Grades 6 to 12) o
uesdays at 7:00AM at Chick-Fil-A SSI

Transportation to school is available.

Try Something New Ministry .
A group that is all about loving, connecting,
serving, learning, and celebrating together.

Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Sunday School _
Begins at 9:30 AM wn various locations
Sunday School classes are available for all ages.

Coffee will be served in the Britt Room.

:: Following the Call
Meets in the Upper Room

Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Men’s Bible Study resume in the fall

Wednesdays at 10:00AM in the Upper Room

Men’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Wednesday.
Visitors are always welcome.

John Matthews at jhmatthews7(@comeast. net.

Women'’s Bible Study/Prayer Group resume in the fall

T hursdays at 10:00AM in the 1Zj'olm Law Room
Women’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Thursday:

Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.

Presbyterian Women (PW) resume in the fall
All women are invited to join a PW Circle,
Circles meet for Bible Study each month. See
Something for Everyone for more group activities.

Ginny Connors at ginnyconnors 1 (@gmail.com

or (912) 672-1916

Choir

Choirs for all ages are available. See Children and
Youth for graded choir schedule. Adults meet in the
Sanctuary on Wednesday nights.

Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Handbells, chimes and instruments remain an
important part of the ministry of St. Simons )
Presbyterian. For more information about the music
minisiry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or
Suzanne Morrison.

Rhonda Hambright at r/zonda%sspm.org or 638-2220).

Suzanne Morrison at suzanne(@sspres.org

Pastoral Care _ o

To notity the church of illness, hospitalization,
births, deaths, or ]ljra er request, contact the,
church office at 912-638-9990 cx 8, or email
pastoralcare@sspres.org. The first available pastor
will notify you as soon as possible.
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ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

* ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN, 2026

SUMJ}OW RSHIP

SUNDAYS IN JUNE-AUGUST
9:30AM Sunday School
1:30AM' One Worship Service

Beach at 3PM | Dinner at 6PM

Play at Jekyll Eat at South Dunes
Soccer Complex Beach Park

The church will provide hot dogs and hamburgers.

Bring your favorite side to share! W

s -1 PLEASE SIGNUP FOR DINNER

) ‘
New Meritber Sundd/ June 28th
sspres.org/membership £

American dj=

Red Cross
Blood

Drive

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27
10AM-3PM | SOCIAL HALL

CEEY 7O THE BUBLIE \/

This Week

Sunday, May 24

May 24 - 29

830am  Worship Service - Sanctuary

9:30am  Sunday School - Various Locations
10:30am  Worship Service - Sanctuary
Monday, May 25
Office Closed for Memorial Day
6:30 pm  Al-Anon Meeting - John Law
Tuesday, May 26
9:30am  Staff Meeting - John Law

Wednesday, May 27

10:00am  Hands and Hearts Ministry - Upper Room

10:00am  Early Music Ensemble - Rhonda’s Office

11:.00am  American Red Cross Blood Drive - Social Hall
6:45pm  Chancel Choir -Sanctuary

Thursday, May 28
9:00am  Congregational Care - John Law
10:00am  Youth Devotions - Palm Coast

Friday, May 29
Office Closed

Chancel Flowers: Today’s flowers are given to the Glory of

God and in gratitude of the SSPC Staff by Anne Aspinwall.



St. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

Class 0f 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Sandi Goeldner Taylor Brooks Keith Griffin
Kevin Lokey Fred Griffith Richard Hathaway
Lee Malone Becky Livingston Buddy Hendrick
Bob Prater Bettye Russell Ell?hKe.nt McCrar
Daryl Rabert Mary Margaret Shiver athenne vickrary
Carrie Wessel Doug Tingle Matt Robinson
Deacons
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Anne Aspinwall Pattie Boykin Wheeler Bryan, Jr.
Judy Benjamin Randy Ellis Peggy Dean
Jackie Griffin Portia Hendrick Sean Hidalgo
David Keen Drew Holland Tripper Mansfield
Lowell Korb Bunnie Lynn Elizabeth Shewell
Katie Rossiter Judy Scarlett Debbie States
Linda Seierstad Kathy Wade Emelie Tingle
Staff
Rev. Dr. Rachel Rhodes Rhonda Hambright Dara Pickren-Davis Donna Purdy Doug Marshall
Senior Pastor Music Director Children & Family Ministry ~ Administrative Assistant Worship Tech Specialist
rachel@sspres.org rhonda@sspres.org dara@sspres.org donna@sspres.org
Amy Bishop Alyssa Lee David Keen Becky Livingston
Rev. Dr. Jim Jack Organist Youth Director Facility Manager Clerk of Session
ev. Dr. Jim Jackson .
’ david@sspres.or
Interim Associate Pastor amy@sspres.org alyssa@sspres.org @ssp g
jim@sspres.org .
Suzanne Morrison Jeannine Torbert Madelynne Risi Tripper Mansfield
Handbells Finance /Administration ~ Mission& Outreach Portia Hendrick
suzanne@sspres.org jeannine@sspres.org madelynne@sspres.org  Co -Chair of Deacons
Nat Scott Ada Owens Ashley Biletzskov Bob Harper
Congregational Life Communications Preschool Director Treasurer
nat@sspres.org ada@sspres.org ashley@sspres.org
«e“ Tay
tb O’S«
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