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Paul Preaching at Athens
Raphael Tapestry. Vatican Museum
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Acolyte                                    

Elle Blenkinsop

As we gather in worship, we 
remember and rejoice that 

God has appointed one day 
in seven to be kept holy, set 

aside as the occasion for the 
people of God to worship 
corporately. God has also 

commended daily worship 
by the people, whether 

gathered in assembly or at 
home. -PCUSA Directory For 

Worship

* Please stand if able.

WE GATHER TO PRAISE
Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

We are glad you are with us in worship today and we ask that you silence your cell phones and other 
devices upon entering the sanctuary. Children are welcome in worship although a nursery is available 
in the children’s hall at the rear of  the church. Please ask an usher for guidance. Following the Word 
for Children those up to 2nd grade are invited to follow a staff member for Children’s Chapel. 

Three Chimes  	 The Three Chimes Represent 
the Trinity-Father, Son,and Holy Spirit 

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Laurie Bentley

Gathering Words

One:	 The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL:	 And also with you.

Introit Praise the Lord Douglas Wagner
Chancel Choir

Prelude Voluntary from “Suite in D” Charles Callahan
Amy Bishop, Organist

*Opening Hymn 645 Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above mit freuden zart

Catherine McCrary*Call to Worship: 

One:	 Almighty and eternal God, 

All:	 The strength of  those who believe and the hope of  those 
who doubt,

One:	 May we who have not seen

All:	 Have faith and receive the fullness of  Christ’s blessing,

One:	 Who is alive and reigns with you,

All:	 In the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Minute for Ministry Savannah School of  the Laity
Linda Nelms



Call to Confession Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

In the Assurance of God’s 
Grace we are reminded once 
again that God’s grace sets 
us free from guilt and fear. 
As Walter Brueggemann 
says, “you can keep singing. 
You can keep hoping. 
And because you sing 
and hope, you can act in 
freedom, unburdened, 
uncoerced, unafraid, and 
without cynicism. The song 
goes on. It is a subversive, 
revolutionary song. And we 
get to sign on to sing and to 
live it... unafraid!” 

*Assurance of God’s Grace

All children are invited to come forward at the pastor’s invitation.
Following the Word for Children, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave for Children’s Chapel in the 

Children’s Hallway on the other side of  the Social Hall. 

Word for Children

Through Jesus Christ we pray.   Amen.
Silence for Personal Confession

Prayer of Confession (All)

Holy God, you see us as we are, and know our inmost thoughts. 
We confess that we are unworthy of  your gracious care. We forget that 
all life comes from you and that to you all life returns. We have not 
always sought or done your will. We have not lived as your grateful 
children, nor loved as Christ loved us. Lord, in your mercy, forgive us, 
heal us, and make us whole. Set us free from our sin, and restore to us 
the joy of  your salvation now and forever. 

*Gloria Patri 582 glory to god

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,         	
		      and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.   				  
                        As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.         	         	
	 World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen.                 	
		         World without end, without end. Amen. 			               

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

Liam Holland, Saxophone; Ethan Tsai, Drums



After we hear the good 
news, we stand to say 
what we believe in an 

Affirmation of Faith. Often 
these words come from 
the church’s creeds and 

confessions. In these 
writings, we remember and 

tell the world who we are, 
what we believe, and how 
we hope to live according 

to God’s Way.

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

Let There Be Peace on EarthAnthem Sy Miller & Jill Jackson; arr. Raney
Chancel Choir

Sermon Rev. Laurie Bentley“The God We Know” 

Second Reading Acts 17:16-32
The Message

Prayer for Illumination

*Affirmation of Faith (ALL)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth; and 
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of  God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of  saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the 
resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

First Reading John 14:15-21 
The Message

One:	 This is the Word of  the Lord. 
ALL:	 Thanks be to God.



WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

Lord, I Want to Be a Christian
*Hymn of Dedication 729 i want to be a christian

*Doxology (606)	    old hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Ways to Give. Offering envelopes can be found in the pews 
of  the sanctuary. You can also give electronically through text 
messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send to the 
number: 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR code 
on the right or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or 
drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime 
M-Th from 9A-4PM (205 Kings Way).

If  You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a 
seasonal resident, or searching for a church home, we are delighted that 
you are worshiping with us today. If  you are interested in receiving more 
information about membership or the ministries of  our congregation, 
please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after today’s worship or fill 
out the friendship register, located at the end of  each pew. We would love to 
get to know you better!

Child Care. Children of  all ages are welcome in worship. If  you prefer, 
a nursery is available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is 
located in the Children’s Wing at the rear of  the church.

To Aid in Worship. Advanced listening technology is available for those 
with a hearing impairment. Please locate an usher for assistance.

If  You Are in Need of  Prayer.  Please let us know how we can be 
praying for you by visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after 
worship, by completing a prayer request card and placing it in an offering 
plate, or by visiting sspres.org/prayer.

Worship Online. A livestream of  the 10:30AM worship service is 
available every Sunday at sspres.org/livestream. A recording of  the worship 
is available immediately afterwards for viewing anytime. To hear sermons 
online, visit sspres.org/sermons or subscribe to the St. Simons Presbyterian 
Podcast on iTunes or Google Play.

Rondeau from “Suite in D”
Amy Bishop, Organist

Charles CallahanOffertory

*Benediction

Prayers of The People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Trumpet Tune from “Suite in D” Postlude
Amy Bishop, Organist

Charles Callahan

Prayer  List                                                                                                                                             
Joys                                                
Birth of Lily Katherine 
Edenfield daughter  of 
Abigail & David Edenfield                                         
Sorrows                                         
Death of  Rev. John Law                
Death of Bill Stewart    
Father of  Beverly Fetter                                         
Members                                                                                                        
Doug & Cheryl French                     
Jerry Spencer                                                      
Audrey & David Stewart              
Catherine Seymour    
Friends and Family                                                                                                                                           
Winter Easton                   
Allyson Mayberry Jackson                                                                                                       
Those affected 
by drought & fire                                                        
Recent Global Conflict                                       
Active deployed military                                                   
Anticipated deployment             
Civilians & families affected                  
Worldwide places of unrest                                                                                  
Long-term Care                                            
Rich Armstrong                                                     
Sue Chambless                                         
Claudette French                          
Marcia Kester                            
Mary Lewis                                                 
Dwight Plyler                          
Betty Lou Schoneker                             
Alison  Schueneman         
Frances Teel                                            
Revs. Jann Briscoe & Page Shelton



High School Graduates
Elizabeth Albertus, Carrollton City High School, will be attending University of  Georgia

 Granddaughter of  Jerry & Faye Hardiman

Trent Bender,  Ringgold High School, will be attending University of  Tennessee
 Grandson of  Faye and Jerry Hardiman

Layla DaVanzo, Glynn Academy, will be attending Georgia Southern University
 Daughter of  Barbara DaVanzo

Emmeline Griffith,  Glynn Academy, will be attending University of  Georgia
 Daughter of  Fred and Melissa Griffith

Finley Harper, Heritage High School, will be attending Auburn University
 Granddaughter of  Bob and Nancy Harper

James Barger III, The Bolles School, will be attending Furman University
 Grandson of  Jim and Mary Jane Barger 

College Graduates

Jacob Hardiman,  University of  Virginia, earned a MBA and will begin a career in Atlanta
  Grandson of  Faye and Jerry Hardiman

Jacob Beal, Eastern Maine Community College, will begin a career with EL Shea Construction Company
 Grandson of  John and Judy Foster

Luke Bender, Auburn University, will be joining the work force
  Grandson of  Faye and Jerry Hardiman

Henry Humphries, Wake Forest University, will be attending Wake Forest School of  Medicine
  Grandson of  Jenny and Stan Humphries

Emma Hidalgo, Medical University of  South Carolina, earned a Doctorate of  Occupational Therapy
  Daughter of  Sean and Denise Hidalgo

Sophie Hidalgo,  Georgia College and State University, earned a BA
  Daughter of  Sean and Denise Hidalgo

Spence Hartman, University of  Virginia, will be attending graduate school at Georgia Tech Masters of  Aerospace
  Son of  Ben and Leslie Hartman

Rev. Dr. Rachel Rhodes, Duke Divinity, earned a Doctorate of  Ministry
Mother of  MJ and Ben Rhodes

Jon Phillip Spiers, University of  Georgia, will begin a career with Sea Island Company as a Construction Project Manager
Son of  Melanie Barger and Grandson of  Jim and Mary Jane Barger

Congratulations
Class  o f  2026



This Week   May 10 - 16 
Sunday, May 10		                       	     	      	
     8:30 am       Worship Service - Sanctuary 	     	
     9:30 am       Sunday School - Various Locations	      	
    10:30 am      Worship Service - Sanctuary 	    	
 Monday, May 11                                                  	         	
   10:00 am       Worship and Music - John Law	      		
     10:30 am       Pictorial Directory Committee - Upper  Room 	
     6:30 pm        Al-Anon Meeting - John Law
Tuesday, May 12 		                                 	 	
     7:00 am        Youth Devotions - Chick-fil-A SSI 		
     9:00 am       Trustee Meeting - Upper Room 		
    10:00 am      PW Morning Glories - Parlor		
    10:30 am       Staff Meeting - John Law		      	
    12:00 pm      PW Lunch Bunch  - Britt Room 		
     4:00 pm       PW Ladies of the Night  - John Law	
     4:30 pm       New Officer Training - Upper Room	
 Wednesday, May 13                                                          	
    10:00 am      Hands and Hearts Ministry - Upper Room 	
    10:00 am       Men’s Bible Study - Upper Room      	        	
       10:00 am       Early Music Ensemble - Rhonda’s Office        	
     3:00 pm       Chancel Ensemble - Sanctuary  	      	
     4:30 pm        New Officer Training - Upper Room 	
     5:00 pm        Mission Committee-John Law		
     5:00 pm        Chancel Bells -Bell Room 			 
     6:45 pm        Chancel Choir -Sanctuary 			 
Thursday, May 14				                                                                                                       	
     9:00 am       Congregational Care - John Law 	
    10:00 am      Women’s Bible Study - Upper Room 	
 Friday, May 15                                                                 	      	
     Office Closed 						    
  Saturday, May 16	 				    	
     4:00 pm        Wine and Tapas -Anna Henry’s Home	

 Chancel Flowers: Today’s flowers are given by Rhonda 
Hambright to the Glory of God and in memory of her son, 

Ben Gossett on his birthday and her mother, Emily Helton on 

Mother’s Day.



Ministers: All members of the church

				                     Staff

St. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

St. Simons Presbyterian Church is a member of the Savannah 
Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian instagram.com/saintsimonspreswww.sspres.org

205 Kings Way      St. Simons Island, GA 31522      912-638-2220

Ashley Biletzskov
Preschool Director		
ashley@sspres.org

David Keen
Facility Manager
david@sspres.org

Madelynne Risi
Mission& Outreach	
madelynne@sspres.org

Donna Purdy
Administrative Assistant	
donna@sspres.org

Tripper Mansfield                 	
Portia Hendrick               
Co -Chair of Deacons

Becky Livingston
Clerk of Session

Bob Harper
Treasurer

Doug Marshall          
Worship Tech Specialist

Rhonda Hambright
Music Director
rhonda@sspres.org 

Suzanne Morrison
Handbells
suzanne@sspres.org

 Amy Bishop
Organist
amy@sspres.org

Nat Scott
Congregational Life
nat@sspres.org

Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson
Interim Associate Pastor                         
jim@sspres.org

Rev. Laurie Bentley
Parish Associate                          
laurie@sspres.org

Rev. Dr. Rachel Rhodes
Senior  Pastor                                       
rachel@sspres.org   

Dara Pickren-Davis
Children & Family Ministry
dara@sspres.org

Jeannine Torbert
Finance /Administration
jeannine@sspres.org

Ada Owens
Communications	
ada@sspres.org

Alyssa Lee
Youth Director
alyssa@sspres.org

					           Elders

Class of 2026		
Sandi Goeldner		
Kevin Lokey		
Lee Malone		
Bryan Neill		
Bob Prater			 
Daryl Rabert			 
Carrie Wessel	

Class of 2027		
Taylor Brooks		
Fred Griffith		
Becky Livingston		
Molly Macaulay		
Bettye Russell		
Mary Margaret Shiver		
Doug Tingle	

Class of 2028		
Keith Griffin		
Richard Hathaway	
Buddy Hendrick		
Denise Hidalgo		
Ella Kent		
Catherine McCrary		
Matt Robinson	 	

				                    Deacons

Class of 2027		
Pattie Boykin		
Randy Ellis		
Portia Hendrick		
Drew Holland		
Bunnie Lynn		
Judy Scarlett		
Kathy Wade	

Class of 2026		
Anne Aspinwall		
Judy Benjamin		
Jackie Griffin		
David Keen		
Lowell Korb		
Katie Rossiter		
Linda Seierstad	

Class of 2028		
Wheeler Bryan, Jr.	
Peggy Dean		
Sean Hidalgo		
Tripper Mansfield	
Elizabeth Shewell	
Debbie States		
Emelie Tingle	


