Service for the Lord’s Day

ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Second Sunday of Christmas
January 4, 2026 | 10:30 am Service



Ushers

Linda Seierstad
Tom Alexander
Bonnie Duncan
Matt Lemke

Acolyte
Ben Rhodes

Christian worship joyfully
ascribes all praise and
honor, glory and power
to the triune God. In
worship the people of
God acknowledge God
presentin the world and
in their lives. As they
respond to God’s claim
and redemptive action
in Jesus Christ, believers
are transformed and
renewed. In worship the
faithful offer themselves
to God and are equipped
for God’s service in the
world. -PCUSA Directory
for Worship

* please stand if able.

WE GATHER TO PRAISE

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

We are glad you are with us in worship today and we ask that you silence your cell phones and other
devices upon entering the sanctuary. Children are welcome in worship although a nursery is available
in the children’s hall at the rear of the church. Please ask an usher for guidance.
Following the Word for Children those Pre-k and under are invited to follow a
staff member for Children’s Chapel. Kindergarten and older are invited to remain in the sanctuary to
participate in the Communion service.

T here’s a Star in the East
Richard Hathaway, Tom Haughney, Jemelle Khan

INTROIT 135 FOLLOW

GATHERING WORDS

One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Rachel Rhodes

The Three Chumes Represent
the Trimity-Father; Son,and Holy Spirit

THREE CHIMES

arr. Paul Manz

PRELUDE What s This Lovely Fragrance

Amy Bishop, Organist

*CALL TO WORSHIP: Denise Hidalgo

One:  Arise, shine; for your light has come.
All:  Behold the glory of the Lord.
One:  For darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the people;
All:  But the Lord will arise upon you,

and his glory will appear over you.
One: Nations shall come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
All:  Behold the glory of the Lord. Alleluia!

Let us worship God together!

The Furst Nowell

*HyMmN oF PrRAISE 147 THE FIRST NOWELL



CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson

PrAYER OF CONFESSION (ALL)

Merciful God, you have given light to the world in Jesus Christ, but we
have preferred to live in darkness. Your justice protects the weak and
the distressed, yet we seek the shelter of privilege and power. Your
righteousness redeems the poor and the needy, yet we seek the status
of wealth and possessions. Your peace upholds the oppressed and the
defenseless, yet we seek the security of weapons and retribution. Forgive
us our sins, and lead us to true repentance, that we may trust you in all

things.

Stlence for Personal Confession

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

One: Beloved of God, receive the good news: the light of Christ shines in
our darkness, to bring light and life to all. By the gift of Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Friends, let us proclaim the good news
of the Gospel:

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
Alleluia! Amen!

*(GLORIA PATRI 581 GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father; and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

WORD FOR CHILDREN
All chaldren are invited to come forward at the pastor’s invitation.

Following the Word for Chuldren those Pre-k and under are invited to follow a staff member for Chuldren’s Chapel.

Rindergarten and older are invited to remain in the sanctuary lo participate in the Communion service.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FirsT READING Isaiah 60:1-6
pg 1155 OT

One: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

We are called by God,
who alone is holy, into
worship. We come before
this holy God, however,
as people who are sinful
and in need of forgiveness
and cleansing. We come
confident of God’s grace
and forgiveness in Jesus
Christ.



SEcoND READING Matthew 2:1-12
9 1497 NT

SERMON “Nine Miles Down the Road” Rev. Rachel Rhodes

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (ALL) Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERTORY We T hree Rings John Henry Hopkins, Jr.
Richard Hathaway, Tom Haughney, Jemelle Khan

*DoOXOLOGY (606) OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flovw; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF Hory COMMUNION

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOLLOWED BY THE LORD’S PRAYER

One: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

One: Itis truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise,

O holy God, creator and ruler of the universe.... Therefore, we
praise you, joining our voices with the celestial choirs and with all
the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory

of your name:



All:

One:

All:

One:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord.... With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to
you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon
these your gifts of bread and wine,.... Through Christ, with
Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. And now with
the confidence of the children of God, let us pray. Our Father
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as

we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the

power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP

CoMMUNION Music 152

What Star Is ‘This, with Beams So Bright

Post COMMUNION PRAYER

*HyMN oF DEDICATION 150 DX
As with Gladness Men of Old

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Festwe Allegro J S Bach

©

Ways to Give. Offering envelopes can be found in the pews
of the sanctuary. You can also give electronically through text
messaging or _ . [
number: 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR code
on the right or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or

P

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

Amy Bishop, Organist

enmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send to the

off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime

h from 9A-4PM (205 Kings Way).

PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

Prayer List
Deaths

Ella Cook

Bob Reid

Bill Shoat

Members

Jann Briscoe

Lynn Bartley

Gray Roberts

Anne Marie Stirewalt
Katie Williamson
Friends and Family
Kathi Baublits

Mark Dahill

Ben Broadus
Emma, Linda Seierstad’s
granddaughter

Jill Rueber
Long-term Care
Rich Armstrong

Sue Chambless
Claudette French
Mary Lewis
Caroline & Dwight Plyler
Betty Lou Schoneker
Alison Schueneman

Frances Teel



SPIRITUAL FORMATION AT ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN

Manna House

Furst Monday of Every Month.

1408 G Street, Brunswick, GA

Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for
guests at **
ministry.

Missions

Share God’s love with service locally and
lobally. Missions include Angel Tree
hristmas Gifts, Hunger Action Team,

and summer mission trips.

Moadelynne Risi at madelynne(@sspres.or;
or 633%2220. brne@ssp s

Children’s Chapel _
Sundays: following the “Word for Children”
during worship. %Pre K-2nd)

KidZ Crew

Wednesdays: (Preschool to Grade )

Faith, fun, and music.

Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.

KidZ Ensemble (Grades 3 to 5) .
Monthly on Sundays: Before KidZ Fellowship
Meet in the Music Attic at 4PM.

Use the Veranda Door

KidZ Fellowship (Grades 3 to 5)
Monthly on Sundays: Faith and fun.
Meet on the Veranda at 5PM.

Youth Ensemble

Sunday evenings at 5:00 PM
Meet in the Music Attic -
Use the Veranda Door.

Youth Group
Sunday evenings at 6:00-8:00 PM
Meet on the Veranda.

Breakfast Devotion (Grades 6 to 12)
Tuesdays at 7:00AM at Chick-Fil-A SSI

Transportation to school is available.

Try Something New Ministry ‘
A group that is all about loving, connecting,
serving, learning, and celebrating together.

Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-2220).

Manna House,” a local soup kitchen

Sunday School .
Begins at 9:30 AM in various locations
Sunday School classes are available for all ages.

Coffee will be served in the Britt Room.

:: Following the Call
Meets in the Upper Room

Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-22210).

Men’s Bible Stud _
Wednesdays at 10:004AM in the Upper Room
Men’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Wednesday:

Visitors are always welcome.

John Matthews at jhmatthews 7 @comcast.net.

Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Grou
Thursdays at 10:004AM Zheléo’/m Law Room
Women’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Thursday:

Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.

Presbyterian Women (PW) _

All women are invited to join a PW Circle.
Circles meet for Bible Study each month. See
Something for Everyone for more group activities.

Ginny Connors at ginnyconnors 1 (@gmail.com
or (912) 672—]9]% v @s

Choir

Choirs for all ages are available. See Children and
Youth for graded choir schedule. Adults meet in the
Sanctuary on Wednesday nights.

Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Handbells, chimes and instruments remain an
important part of the ministry of St. Simons )
Presbyterian. For more information about the music
minisiry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or
Suzanne Morrison.

Rhonda Hambright at rhona’a%sspre&org or 638-2220.

Suzanne Morrison at suzanne(@sspres.org

Pastoral Care

To notify the church of illness, hospitalization,
births, deaths, or ]i)ra er request, contact the
church office at 912-638-2220 ext 8, or email
pastoralcare@sspres.org. The first available pastor
will notify you as soon as possible.



thrilling tribute to America’s 250w anfitV

featuring the legendary music of John Wi

JANUARY 9 | JAX SYMPHON

Transportatien-Rrovided |*AllrAre Welcome!
dto 14 ppl-sesbessure to signup!

signup at sspres.org/events

=
new year . —

chk-oi‘f

Learn what's planned for the

SCHOOI. YEAR + SUMMER

3\ h dinner included!

The Shiver's Home | & 4¥Mll | RSVPbyJan4th

LET US KNOW YOU'RE COMING AT
SSPRES.ORG/EVENTS
Caregivers X
PEACE RETREAT o\
+ B
A Peaceful Pause for Caregivers st

Led by Mary Tutterow—author,
speaker, and caregiver sharing gentle,
faith-filled encouragement.

All Are

B SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 Gt

2% 4-6PM | SANCTUARY

g 5
h ave 111Lad\ sloncd up, or you Just WlSh to learn
more, please join us for a training sessionon. oS

MONDAY, JAN 12TH | SANCTUARY. | 5PM

NO REGISTRATION NEEDED.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

P

WEDNESDAYS | 46 PM o

Suppers Resume Jan 21

]

[=]as

January 4-9

This Week

sunday, January 4
8:30am  Worship Service - Sanctuary
9:00am  Youth Confirmation -Youth Suite
10:30 am  Worship Service - Sanctuary
Monday, January 5
9:00am Manna House-1408 G St
11:00am  Worship and Music-Upper Room
6:30pm  Al-Anon Meeting - John Law
Tuesday, January 6
9:30am  Staff Meeting -Upper Room
10:00 am  PW Leadership Council -John Law
Wednesday, January 7
10:00 am  Hands & Hearts Quilting - Music Attic
10:00am  Grief Group - Parlor
10:00am Men’s Bible Study - Upper Room
5:00 pm Chancel Bells - Bell Room
6:45 pm Chancel Choir - Sanctuary
Thursday, January 8
9:00am Congregational Care - John Law
10:00am Women'’s Bible Study - Upper Room
5:00 pm  Mission Committee -Upper Room
Friday, January 9
Office Closed
8:30am TSN Jacksonville Symphony - Jax
6:00 pm  PJParty- Youth Suite

Chancel Flowers: Chancel Greenery is given to the glory of

God by the Greenery Committee.
Chancel Flowers Calendar: Please look for the new 2026

flower sign up list on the bulletin boards by the Social Hall.

January 25th 2026
8:30 am & 10:30 am Worship

L, x| O]

Slgnup to carry at Tartan El
at sspres.org/kirkin 1 %
Deadline to signup is January 11th



St. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Cla;s of.2928
Sandi Goeldner Taylor Brooks Keith Griffin
Kevin Lokey Fred Griffith Richard Hathgvvay
Lee Malone Becky Livingston Buddy H?”d”Ck
Bryan Neill Molly Macaulay Denise Hidalgo
Bob Prater Bettye Russell Flla Ke.nt
Daryl Rabert Mary Margaret Shiver Cathenng McCrary
Carrie Wessel Doug Tingle Matt Robinson
Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Anne Aspinwall Pattie Boykin Wheeler Bryan, Jr.
Judy Benjamin Randy Ellis Peggy Dean
Jackie Griffin Portia Hendrick Sean Hidalgo
David Keen Drew Holland Tripper Mansfield
Lowell Korb Bunnie Lynn Elizabeth Shewell
Katie Rossiter Judy Scarlett Debbie States
Linda Seierstad Kathy Wade Emelie Tingle
Staff
Rev. Rachel Rhodes Rhonda Hambright Alyssa Lee David Keen Doug Marshall
Senior Pastor Music Director Youth Director Facility Manager Worship Tech Specialist
rachel@sspres.org rhonda@sspres.org alyssa@sspres.org david@sspres.org
Amy Bishop Jeannine Torbert Madelynne Risi Becky Livingston
. Organist Finance /Administration  Mission& Outreach Clerk of Session
Rev. Dr. Jim Tlackson amy@sspres.org Jjeannine@sspres.org madelynne@sspres.org
Interim Associate Pastor
jim@sspres.org
Suzanne Morrison Ada Owens Ashley Biletzskov Tripper Mansfield
Handbells Communications Preschool Director Portia Hendrick
suzanne@sspres.org ada@sspres.org ashley@sspres.org Co -Chair of Deacons
Rev. Laurie Bentley
Parish Associate Nat Scott Donna Purdy Bob Harper
laurie@sspres.org Congregational Life Administrative Assistant Treasurer
nat@sspres.org donna@sspres.org
gRIdy
"z ;f W<
7‘ ’73 Sieran A_I— s 'LI' & St. Simons Presbyterian Church is a member of the Savannah
urch SAVANNAH s 6 b ¥ Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church (USA)

PRESBYTERY (Uga)

205 Kings Way  St. Simons Island, GA 31522  912-638-2220
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:ﬂr Www.sspres.org “ facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian @ instagram.com/saintsimonspres



