
Service for the Lord’s Day
St. Simons Presbyterian Church

Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2025   |   10:30 am Service

Honoring Ms. Frieda’s 33 Years of  Ministry



WE GATHER TO PRAISE
Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

Ushers                               

Linda Seierstad                                     

Kathleen Haller        

Tom Alexander                   

Matt Lemke                                 

Gail Dingerson                       

Acolyte

Marigold  Willis

Welcome to worship 
this second Sunday of 

Advent. Throughout this 
season, we prepare our 

hearts for the arrival 
of Jesus Christ into the 

world on Christmas, and 
we celebrate in faith that 

Christ is here and Christ 
will come again. During 

this season of Advent, 
we’ll anticipate Christ’s 
coming by seeking out 

the glimmer of light that 
shines in the darkness..

* Please stand if able.

We are glad you are with us in worship today and we ask that you silence your cell phones and other 
devices upon entering the sanctuary. Children are welcome in worship although a nursery is available     	
	 in the children’s hall at the rear of  the church. Please ask an usher for guidance.		
		  Following the Word for Children those Pre-k and under are invited to follow a 
staff member for Children’s Chapel. Kindergarten and older are invited to remain in the sanctuary to 

participate in the Communion service.

Introit Light a Candle Michael Burkhardt
Children’s Choirs

Three Chimes  	 The Three Chimes Represent 
the Trinity-Father, Son,and Holy Spirit 

*Hymn of Praise106 Prepare the Way, O Zion bereden väg för herran

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Rachel Rhodes

Gathering Words

One:	 The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL:	 And also with you.

Prelude People Look East
Amy Bishop, Organist

arr. Mansfield

Sandi Goeldner*Call to Worship: 
One:	   Shout aloud and sing for joy, for great in your midst is the 		

  Holy One of  Israel!

All:	   God is our strength and our salvation; 			 
  our hearts will not be afraid.

One:	   The Lord has turned our mourning into dancing, 			 
  our fear into praise.

All:	   God rejoices over us with gladness and renews 		
  us in love.

One:	    With joy we draw water from the wells of  salvation—

All:	   and we will give thanks and proclaim God’s 		
  name in all the earth!



Call to Confession Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson We are called by God, 
who alone is holy, into 
worship. We come before 
this holy God, however, 
as people who are sinful 
and in need of forgiveness 
and cleansing. We come 
confident of God’s grace 
and forgiveness in Jesus 
Christ.

In the name of  Jesus Christ we pray.   Amen.
Silence for Personal Confession

Prayer of Confession (All)

God of  joy and mercy, we confess that we are weary— weary from the 
weight of  the world, from the noise and need, from hopes deferred and 
prayers unanswered. You call us to sing, but our voices falter. You rejoice 
over us with gladness, yet we forget how to rejoice in you.
You promise living water and renewed strength, but we cling to fear and 
thirst for control. Forgive us, Lord. Lift our heads, steady our hearts,
and teach us again the song of  salvation. Let your joy find us even in 
our weariness, until the whole world rejoices in your love made known 
among us.           

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

All children are invited to come forward at the pastor’s invitation.
Following the Word for Children those Pre-k and under are invited to follow a staff member for Children’s Chapel. 

Kindergarten and older are invited to remain in the sanctuary to participate in the Communion service.

Word for Children - Honoring Ms. Frieda

*Gloria Patri gloria patri581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

*Assurance of God’s Grace

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

The Thaw Family
Holly,  Jay, Kate and Annie

Tell Me the Stories of  Jesus Cornerstone
Children’s Choirs



WE RESPOND IN FAITH

Sermon Rev. Rachel Rhodes“Longing for Peace”

*Doxology (606)	    old hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Affirmation of Faith (All)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth; and 
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of  God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of  saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the 
resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

Second Reading Zephaniah 3:14-20
pg 1466 OT

Prayer for Illumination

First Reading Isaiah 12:2-6
pg 1078 OT

One:	 This is the Word of  the Lord. 
ALL:	 Thanks be to God.

Offertory Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness Farrell, arr. Raney
Chancel Choir

Stewardship Update:             
As of December 4, we have 

received 144 pledges totaling 
$1,094,100, which is 61% 

of our 2026 budget goal of 
$1,800,000. To view the 2026 

Ministry Report or make your 
pledge, scan the QR code or 

visit sspres.org/giving.



*Benediction

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

Variations on “Westminster New”Postlude
Amy Bishop, Organist

arr. D. Lasky

Christ is Coming!*Hymn of Dedication 360 unser hrrscher

Ways to Give. Offering envelopes can be found in the pews 
of  the sanctuary. You can also give electronically through text 
messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send to the 
number: 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR code 
on the right or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or 
drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime 
M-Th from 9A-4PM (205 Kings Way).

If  You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a 
seasonal resident, or searching for a church home, we are delighted that 
you are worshiping with us today. If  you are interested in receiving more 
information about membership or the ministries of  our congregation, 
please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after today’s worship or fill 
out the friendship register, located at the end of  each pew. We would love to 
get to know you better!

Child Care. Children of  all ages are welcome in worship. If  you prefer, 
a nursery is available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is 
located in the Children’s Wing at the rear of  the church.

To Aid in Worship. Advanced listening technology is available for those 
with a hearing impairment.  Please locate an usher for assistance.

If  You Are in Need of  Prayer.  Please let us know how we can be 
praying for you by visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after 
worship, by completing a prayer request card and placing it in an offering 
plate, or by visiting sspres.org/prayer.

Worship Online. A livestream of  the 10:30AM worship service is 
available every Sunday at sspres.org/livestream. A recording of  the worship 
is available immediately afterwards for viewing anytime. To hear sermons 
online, visit sspres.org/sermons or subscribe to the St. Simons Presbyterian 
Podcast on iTunes or Google Play.

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Thanksgiving followed by the lord’s prayer

All:    And also with you.
One:  The Lord be with you.

One:  Lift up your hearts.
All:    We lift them to the Lord.
One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:    It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sharing the Bread and the Cup

Post Communion Prayer

Communion Music 505
The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing

the feast is ready

Prayer  List                                                                                                                                             
Joys                                              
Retirement of Frieda Warner                                 
Deaths                                           
Jerry Glass                                 
Bob Reid                                   
Members                                                                         
Lynn Bartley                              
Alex Binkney                                       
Jann Briscoe                           
John La Boone                                   
Dwight & Caroline Plyer                          
Gray Roberts                                                                                                                               
Anne Marie Stirewalt       
Alison Schueneman 
Katie Williamson                                                    
Ken Winter                         
Friends and Family                                                                                                                            
Ben Broadmus                  
Geraldine Clark                           
Peter Dureska                                            
Jack Huddleston                 
Kathy and her daughter CC                                    
Karen Keen                                       
Emma Plant                                  
Paul Reed                                         
family and friends 
of Virginia Sandt                            
Long-term Care                                         
Rich Armstrong                                                     
Sue Chambless                    
Claudette French                                                                 
Mary Lewis                                
Caroline Plyler                                    
Betty Lou Schoneker    
Frances Teel                                                                                                                         



Spiritual Formation at St. Simons Presbyterian

Children
Children’s Chapel 
Sundays: following the “Word for Children” 
during worship. (Pre K-2nd)
KidZ Crew                                                                     
Wednesdays: (Preschool to Grade 5)
Faith, fun, and music. 
Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.  
KidZ Ensemble (Grades 3 to 5) 	
Monthly on Sundays: Before KidZ Fellowship  
Meet in the Music Attic at 4PM. 	  	  
Use the Veranda Door                             	                                             		                                                                    
KidZ Fellowship (Grades 3 to 5)                                                                        
Monthly on Sundays: Faith and fun.            
Meet on the Veranda at 5PM. 
         	 	     		 				                                             Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Youth
Youth Ensemble                                                      
Sunday evenings at 5:00 PM 
Meet in the Music Attic -                           
Use the Veranda Door.                                 	
			 
Youth Group              
Sunday evenings at 6:00-8:00 PM                           
Meet on the Veranda.   					   
			                                                                                  	
Breakfast Devotion  (Grades 6 to 12) 
Tuesdays at 7:00AM at Chick-Fil-A SSI 
Transportation to school is available.		

Adults
Try Something New Ministry
A group that is all about loving, connecting, 
serving, learning, and celebrating together.
Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-2220.     		
				                                                

Music
Choir
Choirs for all ages are available. See Children and 
Youth for graded choir schedule. Adults meet in the 
Sanctuary on Wednesday nights.  

Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Handbells, chimes and instruments remain an 
important part of  the ministry of  St. Simons 
Presbyterian. For more information about the music 
ministry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or 
Suzanne Morrison.
Rhonda Hambright at rhonda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Suzanne Morrison at suzanne@sspres.org 

Discipleship
Sunday School
Begins at 9:30 AM in various locations                      
Sunday School classes are available for all ages. 
Coffee will be served in the Britt Room.  
		         				  
 :: Magnifying The Light				  
Advent Video series with questions for reflection		
Meets in the Upper Room			    	 	    
Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-2220.							     
								      
Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 10:00AM in the Upper Room
Men’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Wednesday. 
Visitors are always welcome. 					   
							     
John Matthews at jhmatthews7@comcast.net.
							     
Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Group  
Thursdays at 10:00AM in the John Law Room                                                                
Women’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Thursday.  	
								      
Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.
									       
									       
Presbyterian Women (PW)  
All women are invited to join a PW Circle. 
Circles meet for Bible Study each month. See 
Something for Everyone for more group activities.          	
							     
Ginny Connors at ginnyconnors1@gmail.com 
or (912) 672-1916                                                                                                                     	

Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care
To notify the church of  illness, hospitalization, 
births, deaths, or prayer request, contact the 
church office at 912-638-2220 ext 8, or email 
pastoralcare@sspres.org. The first available pastor 
will notify you as soon as possible. 

Mission
Manna House
First Monday of Every Month. 
1408 G Street, Brunswick, GA
Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for 
guests at “Manna House,” a local soup kitchen 
ministry.

Community & Global Missions
Share God’s love with service locally and 
globally.  Missions include Angel Tree 
Christmas Gifts, Hunger Action Team,          
and summer mission trips. 
Madelynne Risi at madelynne@sspres.org 
or 638-2220.



This Week  December 7 - 13

Sunday, December 7 		                       		
     8:30 am      Worship Service - Sanctuary	   	
     9:00 am      Youth Confirmation -Youth Suite		
     9:30 am      Sunday School -Various Locations		
    10:30 am     Worship Service - Sanctuary 		
     3:00 pm      Messiah Performance  - Sanctuary 	      	
     5:00 pm      Youth Movie on the Lawn - Side Lawn	
Monday, December  8                                                        	
    10:00 am     Worship and Music-Upper Room	      	
     6:30 pm      Al-Anon Meeting - John Law
Tuesday, December 9     		                                 	
     7:00 am      Youth Devotions - Chick-fil-A SSI 	   	
    10:30 am     Office Closed for Staff Holiday Brunch	
 Wednesday, December 10	                                                                     	
    10:00 am     Hands & Hearts Quilting - Music Attic 		
    10:00 am     Men’s Bible Study - Upper Room  	    	
     11:00  am    Early Music Ensemble - Rhonda’s Office	
      5:00  pm    Chancel Bells - Bell Room 			 
      6:45  pm    Chancel Choir - Sanctuary 			 
Thursday, December 11				     	
     9:00 am      Congregational Care - John Law 	
    10:00 am     Women’s Bible Study - Upper Room 	
      5:00 pm     Mission Committee -Upper Room 	      	
      5:30 pm     ODD Book Group -John Law	     	       	
      5:30 pm     TSN - Dinner & a Show -Pier Village	
Friday, December 12                                                                      	
      Office Closed				     		
Saturday, December 13                                                                      	
      9:00 am     Chancel Choir Practice -Sanctuary 	      	
      6:00 pm     TSN - Wine Dinner -Off Campus	  

Chancel Flowers: Today’s flowers are in honor of Frieda 
and her ministry at SSPC for 33 years.	                   		
Christian Sympathy: We extend Christian sympathy to 
the family and friends of Bob Reid, who passed away on 
Saturday, November 29 . Please join us in praying for God’s 
peace and comfort to surround Bob’s family and friends 
near and far who mourn his passing.				  
For more events & information, please visit sspres.org/
events    



				                     Staff

St. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

St. Simons Presbyterian Church is a member of the Savannah 
Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian instagram.com/saintsimonspreswww.sspres.org

205 Kings Way      St. Simons Island, GA 31522      912-638-2220

Ashley Biletzskov
Preschool Director		
ashley@sspres.org

David Keen
Facility Manager
david@sspres.org

Madelynne Risi
Mission& Outreach	
madelynne@sspres.org

Donna Purdy
Administrative Assistant	
donna@sspres.org

Tripper Mansfield                 	
Portia Hendrick               
Co -Chair of Deacons

Becky Livingston
Clerk of Session

Bob Harper
Treasurer

Doug Marshall          
Worship Tech Specialist

Rhonda Hambright
Music Director
rhonda@sspres.org 

Suzanne Morrison
Handbells
suzanne@sspres.org

 Amy Bishop
Organist
amy@sspres.org

Nat Scott
Congregational Life
nat@sspres.org

Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson
Interim Associate Pastor                         
jim@sspres.org

Rev. Laurie Bentley
Parish Associate                          
laurie@sspres.org

Rev. Rachel Rhodes
Senior  Pastor                                       
rachel@sspres.org   

Frieda Warner
Children’s Ministry/CE
frieda@sspres.org

Jeannine Torbert
Finance /Administration
jeannine@sspres.org

Ada Owens
Communications	
ada@sspres.org

Alyssa Lee
Youth Director
alyssa@sspres.org

					           Elders

Class of 2026		
Sandi Goeldner		
Kevin Lokey		
Lee Malone		
Bryan Neill		
Bob Prater			 
Daryl Rabert			 
Carrie Wessel	

Class of 2027		
Taylor Brooks		
Fred Griffith		
Becky Livingston		
Molly Macaulay		
Bettye Russell		
Mary Margaret Shiver		
Doug Tingle	

Class of 2028		
Keith Griffin		
Richard Hathaway	
Buddy Hendrick		
Denise Hidalgo		
Ella Kent		
Catherine McCrary		
Matt Robinson	 	

				                    Deacons

Class of 2027		
Pattie Boykin		
Randy Ellis		
Portia Hendrick		
Drew Holland		
Bunnie Lynn		
Judy Scarlett		
Kathy Wade	

Class of 2026		
Anne Aspinwall		
Judy Benjamin		
Jackie Griffin		
David Keen		
Lowell Korb		
Katie Rossiter		
Linda Seierstad	

Class of 2028		
Wheeler Bryan, Jr.	
Peggy Dean		
Sean Hidalgo		
Tripper Mansfield	
Elizabeth Shewell	
Debbie States		
Emelie Tingle	


