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WE GATHER TO PRAISE
Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

Ushers & Greeters
Brady Head

Bain Head

Kate Head

Bill Lueckel 

David Keen

Lee Dillard

Betty Wilson

Mike Kellar

Acolyte 
Ethan Tsai

Welcome to worship at St. Simons Presbyterian Church. During the announcements please take a moment to sign 
and pass the friendship register located at the end of  the pew. As you enter the worship space, please silence your cell 
phones. All children are welcome in worship. If  you prefer, a nursery (located in the children’s hall) is available for 
children from birth to five years. Worship resources for children are available at the entrances to the social hall. 
Bibles & hymnals are available at each entrance. Please return them to the carts as you exit the social hall following 
worship. Hymns and scripture will also be displayed on the screens during worship.

Welcome & Announcements Rev. Alan Dyer

The four Sundays of 

Advent have been given 

various designations, but a 

traditional set of meanings 

is one that we use in 

worship. The candles of 

the Advent wreath stand 

for God’s promises of 

Hope, Peace, Joy, and 

Love. We pray for these 

words to be fulfilled in 

your life and in the lives of 

those you love and in the 

whole world.

 Please stand if able.*

GAtherinG Words

One: The Lord be with you. 
ALL: And also with you.

Prelude
Allegro

G.F. Handel

Amy Biship, Organist

*cAll to WorshiP David Burch

One:    In this season of  crowded stores and unpacked stress,

ALL:   we will welcome one another as God has 

   welcomed us.

One:    In this time of  hurried hellos and curt replies,

ALL:   we will greet one another with words of  hope 
   and peace.

One:    In a culture of  increasing isolation,

ALL:   we will embrace our sisters and brothers as 
   God has enfolded us in grace.

One:    Let us worship God.

ALL:   Let us worship God together.

introit  
Noel, Noel

arr. Bishop

Chimes and Children’s Choirs



WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS

*AssurAnce of PArdon

In the name of  Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Silence for Personal Confession

*PrAyer of confession (All)
God of  hope, you promise a new and different way of  life, and you 
invite us to join you on the path to get there. Yet we prefer to stay 
on our own path. We put ourselves before others and so destroy the 
gift of  life in each of  us. We fill our days with human pessimism, 
assuming that nothing will ever get better rather than welcoming 
your deep divine hope. Forgive us, Lord. Show us your hope in Jesus 
this Advent, that we might see your branch sprouting anew in our 
midst and fill our lives and the whole earth with our embrace of  
you.

PrAyers of the PeoPle And the lord’s PrAyer (All)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*GloriA PAtri h.W. GreAtorex

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

581

Presbyterian pastor and 

author Frederick Buechner 

has famously said, “To 

confess sins to God is 

not to tell God anything 

that God doesn’t already 

know. Until we confess 

them, however, they are 

the abyss between us and 

God. When we confess 

our sins, they become the 

bridge.”

*oPeninG hymn 106 
Prepare the Way, O Zion

BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN

Joys And concerns of the church

liGhtinG of the Advent WreAth

Graham, Ada, Arthur, Ansel, and Asa Owens

“Prayer is essentially 

an act of solidarity – an 

expression of our 

own need, a yearning 

for a better world, a 

commitment to belonging 

together. We pray not 

only with our lips but 

with our lives. And every 

little act of justice, caring 

and generosity counts.” 

–Norman Shanks



WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

One: This is the Word of  the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God.

first reAdinG

Isaiah 11:1-10
Page 1076 OT

David Burch

PrAyer for illuminAtion

*PrAyer of dedicAtion

*doxoloGy (606)   old hundredth
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

second reAdinG
Page 1499 NT

Matthew 3:1-12

offertory
A Quiet Bethlehem Hillside

arr. Lackey

Electronic giving is available by texting the code “SSPC” to the number 73256.

Amy Biship, Organist

sermon Rev. Alan Dyer

Today, the youngest 

saints of St. Simons 

Presbyterian are assisting 

in worship leadership 

with a presentation 

of their Christmas 

Musical titled, “Psalty’s 

Christmas Chaos.” Psalty 

is a songbook (Psalty... 

Psalms... get it?) who 

discovers that her pages 

have lost the ability to 

sing. Her friends try to 

help by shampooing her 

and giving her tonic, but 

she ultimately discovers 

that it is trust in God, as 

inspired by the songs of 

Christmas, that help to fix 

the problem.  

KidZ christmAs musicAl
Psalty’s Christmas Chaos

As we offer our gifts, we 

praise God for letting 

us have use of all the 

resources the Lord 

has provided and the 

opportunity to serve 

on God’s behalf. The 

Doxology is an ancient 

chorus of praise with 

a vision to join all the 

created beings of all times 

and places who forever 

sing praise to God.

Directed by Phoebe Roland and Amy Bishop



In 1977 the PC(USA) 

adopted A Declaration of 

Faith “as a contemporary 

statement of faith, a 

reliable aid for Christian 

study, liturgy, and 

inspiration.” In that spirit 

we often use it in our 

worship to explore what it 

means to profess Christian 

faith. 

*AffirmAtion of fAith (All)
God sent his Son to proclaim release to those who are bound, to 
announce that God’s promised kingdom is at hand, to urge everyone 
to repent and believe the good news. The Lord is moving toward 
the time when the glorious liberty of  the children of  God will be 
manifest throughout the whole creation. We testify God is at work 
here and now when people obey Christ’s commission to witness to 
him and make disciples of  all nations, when they spread the good 
news by their words and embody it in their lives.

A Declaration of  Faith

*Benediction

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

Joyful Toccata
eliotPostlude

Amy Bishop, Organist

If  You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal 
resident, or searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are worshiping 
with us today. If  you are interested in receiving more information about membership 
or the ministries of  our congregation, please indicate that on the Friendship Register as 
it is passed down your row at the beginning of  worship so that we can be in touch with 
you soon.

Child Care. Children of  all ages are welcome in worship. If  you prefer, a nursery is 
available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is located in the Children’s 
Wing at the rear of  the church.

Giving By Text. You can give your tithes and offerings electronically through text 
messaging. Text the code “SSPC” and send to the number: 73256. 

If  You Are in Need of  Prayer. You may fill out a prayer request card (available in the 
racks affixed to the hymnal carts) and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.

To Aid in Worship. Hearing assistance devices and large print hymnals and Bibles 
may be obtained from the ushers.

Sermons Online. To hear sermons online, visit www.sspres.org/sermons.

*hymn of dedicAtion 88  
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

veni emmAnuel

Verses 1, 2, 6, 7



Mission

Children

Youth

Young Adults

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30AM in the Children’s Hall with breakfast
KidZ Crew (Preschool to Grade 5)
Sundays: KidZ Worship following the “Word for 
Children” during 11AM worship. (Pre K-2nd)
Wednesdays Starting August 28th: Faith, fun, and music. 
Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM. Wednesday 
Night Supper at 6PM.
KidZ Fellowship (Grades 3 to 5) 
Monthly on Sundays: Faith and fun. Meet in the Britt 
Room for supper at 6PM.
Chimes and Choir
Wednesdays: Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.  

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30AM in the Youth Suite with breakfast
Sunday Night Fellowship 
Sunday evenings in the Youth Suite 
Dinner at 6PM
Breakfast Devotion  (Grades 6 to 12) 
Tuesdays at 7:00AM at Chick-Fil-A 
Transportation to school is available for middle 
schoolers. 
Music (Grades 6 to 12) 
Sundays: Youth Ensemble meets at 5PM in Music Attic 
Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org
Annie Franklin Arvin at annie@sspres.org.

TGIF/Faith on Tap
Monthly Friday (usually 2nd Friday) at 6PM
A casual social gathering for the 20s/30s/40s group. 
Location varies. Movie night at church will coordinate for 
the kids.
Ada Owens at ada@sspres.org or 638-2220. 

Spiritual Formation at St. Simons Presbyterian
Discipleship

Music

Pastoral Care

Choir
Choirs for all ages are available.  See Children and Youth 
for graded choir schedule.  Adults meet in the Music Attic 
on Wednesday nights.  
Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Handbells, chimes and instruments are an important part 
of  the music ministry for children through adults. 
Rhonda Hambright at rhonda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Suzanne Morrison at suzanne@sspres.org 

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30 AM
Sunday School classes are available for all ages. 
Please come for breakfast and a time of  fellowship each 
week in the Britt Room prior to class.  

Britt Class (Traditional) - Chapel
Come & See  (Discussion) - Upper Room
Rejoice (Sharing) - John Law Room
20s/30s/40s (Conversational) - Youth Suite

Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 10AM in the Upper Room.
Come for lunch and Men’s Bible Study led by Alan 
Dyer every Wednesday. Visitors are always welcome.
Thursdays at 7:15 AM in the Britt Room
Come for breakfast and Community Men’s Bible Study 
led by area pastors every Thursday. 
John Matthews at jhmatthews7@comcast.net.
Ladies’ Video Bible Study (Beginning Oct 10)
Wednesdays at 3PM in the Chapel
Gather for prayer and discussion each week using a 
video study. All women are invited!
Gail Ledbetter at gbledbetter@att.net.

Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Group 
 Thursdays at 10AM in the Upper Room (Sept.-May)
Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.

Presbyterian Women (PW) Circle .
All women are invited to join a PW Circle. Circles meet 
for Bible Study each month.  
Anne Aspinwall at anneaspinwall@gmail.com or 912-399-1101
Terri Simpson at tsimp57@yahoo.com or 912-580-8754.

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry offers confidential one-on-one Christian 
care to those experiencing difficult life circumstances. 
Pastoral Care
To notify the church of  illness, hospitalization, births, 
deaths, or prayer request, contact the church office at 
912-638-2220.  If  you need pastoral care after hours 
please contact one of  our pastors.

Rev. Alan Dyer 937-623-7963
Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin 828-443-0299
Kate Buckley 912-222-1757

Manna House
First Monday of  every month
Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for guests at 
“Manna House,” a local soup kitchen ministry.
Chris Pippart at cpipp109@gmail.com.
PAL Mentoring Program
Mentor children in Brunswick elementary schools as 
part of  Positive Adult Leadership (PAL) Mentoring.
Richard Hathaway at thehathaways2@comcast.net.
Habitat for Humanity
Join us for local Habitat for Humanity home 
construction. Builds happen each fall and winter.
Alan Dyer at alan@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Community & Global Missions
Share God’s love with service locally and globally.  
Missions include Angel Tree Christmas Gifts, Hunger 
Action Team, and summer mission trips. 
Alan Dyer at alan@sspres.org or 638-2220.



This Week  
Today, December 8

8:30 am     Chapel Service - Social Hall
9:00 am     Coffee Hour & Breakfast - Britt Room
9:30 am     Sunday School - Various Locations
11:00 am  Traditional Service - Social Hall
3:30 pm     Marsh’s Edge Worship - Marsh’s Edge
5:00 pm     The Longest Night - Social Hall
6:00 pm     Youth Trip to Jekyll - Meet in Parking Lot

Monday, December 9
8:00pm    AA Meeting - Britt Room
8:00pm    Al Anon - John Law

Tuesday, December 10
7:00 am    Chick-fil-A Youth Breakfast - Chick-fil-A
9:30 am    Staff Meeting - Upper Room
9:30 am    Yoga Class - Chapel
2:00 pm   GIYO - Upper Room

Wednesday,  December 11
10:00 am  Men’s Bible Study - Upper Room
6:30 pm   Chancel Ringers - Youth Suite
7:00 pm   Chancel Choir - Music Attic

Thursday, December 12
7:15 am    Men’s Bible Study - Britt Room
10:00 am  Ladies Bible Study - Marsh’s Edge
1:00 pm    Grief Counseling - John Law
3:00 pm    Women’s Video Bible Study - Chapel
4:00 pm    Yoga Class - Youth Suite
8:00 pm    AA Meeting - Britt Room
8:00 pm    Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room

Friday, December 13
No Activities Scheduled for This Day

Chancel Arrangement: The Chancel flowers this 
morning are given to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of Helen Alexander, by Anna Henry.

Christian Sympathy: We  extend our christian 
sympathy to the family and friends of Dosia Landis, 
who entered into rest on Sunday, December 1. A 
memorial service will be held in Atlanta at a later date. 
Please keep the family and friends of Dosia in your 
prayers.

Source: Parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from Rev. 
Andy James and Rev. Thom Shuman.

Dec 8- 13

A Note from Mary & Charles Lewis: The death of 
our daughter Margaret Lewis Amason, “Cricket”, is a 
tribulation that is helping us understand the depth of 
God’s love (John 3:16). We thank our church family for 
supporting us with heartfelt prayers, visits and notes. 
We particularly appreciate Bill Walker’s short eulogy in 
which he spoke of her encouragement to him when he 
was her Sunday School teacher (About 40 years ago).
We are humbled by God’s blessing us through our 
church. He is giving us the “Peace that passes all 
understanding”.
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To Ponder Prayerfully

Good Advent News

Dr. David Bartlett

“We All discover this Advent, not only thAt We Are cherished for 
Who We Are, But thAt We Are resPonsiBle for WhAt We do. thAt cAn Be Good 
Advent neWs, BecAuse if God does not cAre ABout WhAt i do, i Will BeGin to 

susPect thAt God does not ActuAlly cAre ABout me. if God loves me enouGh 
to Welcome me into christ’s fAmily, then God loves me enouGh to exPect 

somethinG of me.”

Kate Buckley
Parish Associate
kate@sspres.org

Phoebe Roland
KidZ Music Director
phoebe@sspres.org


