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WE GATHER TO PRAISE
Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

Masks are required 

for all adults and 

strongly encouraged 

for  children over the 

age of two. Disposable 

masks are available at 

welcome table.

Welcome to outdoor worship with St. Simons Presbyterian Church. We are so glad that you are worshiping with 
us today. Please be sure to wear your mask throughout our worship time as well as silence your cell phones prior to 
the start of  worship. As always, all children are welcome in worship. Following the anthem, children ages 
Preschool (3 years) to 2nd Grade are invited to go with Children’s Ministry staff for KidZ Worship.
Unfortunately, at this time, an on-site nursery is not available.

Welcome & Announcements Rev. Alan Dyer

GAtherinG Words

One: The Lord be with you. 
ALL: And also with you.

Prelude Sheep May Safely Graze J. S. Bach
Amy Bishop, Pianist

*cAll to WorshiP Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin

One:    God-with-us, Immanuel,

ALL:   comes to give us our own Holy Family, 

One:    here with the body of  Christ this day. 

ALL:   Let us rejoice and be glad!

One:    Let us worship God together!

*hymn (found on page 4)
Prepare the Way, O Zion

BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN

Please maintain at 

least 6 feet from others 

not in your party while 

sitting and standing.

introit  Prepare the Way of  the Lord PREPARE THE WAY

Congregation
Prepare the way of  the Lord. Prepare the way of  the Lord, 

and all people will see the salvation of  our God.

We extend a special 

welcome to any visitors 

worshiping with us today. 

Please help us get to know 

you better by filling out the 

online friendship register 

using the QR code below 

or by  visiting sspres.org

Advent is a season 

of hope and joy, 

anticipating the 

fulfillment of the rule 

of God in Christ’s 

coming in the future. 

The scriptures read, 

the liturgical texts 

used, and the music 

sung all convey this 

sense of expectant, 

joyful longing for the 

fulfillment of God’s 

promised reign.

In the name of  Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Silence for Personal Confession

*PrAyer of confession (All)
Holy and loving God, we have dwelt in darkness and preferred it to the 
light; we have been proud of  our accomplishments and despaired over 
our shortcomings. Smooth down the mountains of  our pride, and lift 
up the valleys of  our doubts. Open a path in the wilderness of  our lives 
that we might find our way to You again. Refine us and prepare us once 
again for life in Your kingdom.



*AssurAnce of PArdon

*GloriA PAtri h.W. GreAtorex

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

581

In the Assurance of Pardon 

we are reminded once 

again that God’s grace sets 

us free from guilt and fear. 

As Walter Brueggemann 

says, “You can keep 

singing. You can keep 

hoping. And because you 

sing and hope, you can act 

in freedom, unburdened, 

uncoerced, unafraid, 

and without cynicism. 

The song goes on. It is a 

subversive, revolutionary 

song. And we get to sign 

on to sing and to live it... 

unafraid!” 

WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS

Following the Anthem, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave with 
Ms. Frieda for KidZ Worship.

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming PraetoriusAnthem 
Chancel Choir Ensemble

scriPture reAdinG Matthew 1:18-25
This is how the birth of  Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 
Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not 
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly.

But after he had considered this, an angel of  the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of  David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of  the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not 
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave 
him the name Jesus.

Light One Candle SleethAdvent sonG

Congregation
Light one candle for Hope, one bright candle for Hope, He brings hope to all the world, he 

comes, he comes.  Light one candle for Peace, one bright candle for Peace, He brings peace to all 
the world, He comes, He comes.  

Andrew, Becca, Mary West, Millie, & Margaret Drew Turner
liGhtinG of the Advent 



*Benediction

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

Wake, Awake for Night is Flying arr. CallahanPostlude

Amy Bishop, Pianist

suPPort st. simons PresByteriAn church

Ways to Give. You can give your tithes and offerings electronically 
through text messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send 
to the number: 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR 
code on the left or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or 
drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime M-F 
from 9A-4P (205 Kings Way).

*doxoloGy (606)   old hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*offertory

Post communion PrAyer And the lord’s PrAyer (All)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

sAcrAment of holy communion

invitAtion to the tABle

PrAyer of thAnksGivinG

shArinG the BreAd And the cuP

AffirmAtion of fAith (All)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of  God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic church; the communion of  saints; the forgiveness of  
sins; the resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles Creed

The invitation to the 

Lord’s Supper is extended 

to all who desire to follow 

Christ, remembering 

that access to the 

communion table is not a 

right conferred upon the 

worthy, but a privilege 

given to the undeserving 

who come in faith, 

repentance, and love. 

Even one who has doubts 

or whose trust is wavering 

is invited to the table in 

order to be assured of 

God’s love and grace in 

Christ Jesus. 

PrAyer for illuminAtion

sermon Rev. Alan DyerChristmas Vacation: Matthew’s House



Post communion PrAyer And the lord’s PrAyer (All)





Source: Parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from 
Ministry Matters & Feasting on the Word Worship 
Companion.

Christian Celebration: We share in celebration with 
Scott and Madelynne  Risi on the birth of their first 
son, Colson Oliver Risi, who was born on Sunday, 
November 22. Colson was welcomed with great joy 
by his two older sisters, Draper Evans & Charleston. 
Welcome to the world, Colson!

Today, December 6
8:30 am    Live Stream Worship - Online
9:00 am    Combined Sunday School - Zoom
9:00 am    Britt Class - Online
10:30 am  Outdoor Worship - Frederica Academy 

6:30 pm    Youth Gathering -The Head’s House

Monday,  December 7
10:00 am  Chancel Ensemble - Location Varies  

Tuesday,  December 8
9:30 am     Staff Meeting - Zoom
10:00 am  One-derful Morning Glories Circle- Zoom
12:00 pm  Lunch Bunch vCircle - Alex Binkney’s Yard

2:00 pm    Circle of Esther - Location Varies

Wednesday,  December 9
10:00 am  Men’s Bible Study - Zoom
1:30 pm    Hands & Heart Quilting Ministry - Youth Suite

7:00 pm    Chancel Ringers - Social Hall

Thursday, December 10
10:00 am  Ladies Bible Study - 218 Kings Way

10:00 am  Grief Group - Upper Room

Friday, December 11
No Activities Scheduled for this Day

This Week  Dec 6  - Dec 11



To Ponder Prayerfully

God With Us

-Cynthia M. Campbell
Christmas In The Four Gospel Homes

“ChristmAs At mAttheW’s house is A huGe GAtherinG of extended 
fAmily. But it is Also A home Where those Who Would otherWise Be 

seen As outsiders Are not only Welcome But hAve Pride of PlAce. their 
Pictures Are Also on the WAll. they BelonG here AlonG With All the 
rest. When We sAy thAt Jesus is immAnuel - ‘God With us’ - it turns 

out thAt ‘us’ is not Just the extended fAmily or the ones Who shAre A 
BirthriGht. the ‘us’ is All of us: the Whole humAn fAmily.”

205 Kings Way      St. Simons Island, GA 31522      912-638-2220

St. Simons Presbyterian Church 
is a member of the Savannah 
Presbytery and the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and is a Stephen 
Ministry Congregation.

facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian instagram.com/saintsimonspreswww.sspres.org

Rev. Alan Dyer
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Ministers: All members of the churchSt. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

Leslie McCracken
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Molly Macaulay
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Bob Harper
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Judy Cauley
Preschool Director  
judy@sspres.org

Nat Scott
Congregational Life
nat@sspres.org

Frieda Warner
Children’s Ministry/CE
frieda@sspres.org

Madelynne Risi
BRIDGE Director 
madelynne@sspres.org

Rhonda Hambright
Music Director
rhonda@sspres.org 

 Amy Bishop
Organist
amy@sspres.org

Suzanne Morrison
Handbells
suzanne@sspres.org

Jeannine Torbert
Administrator
jeannine@sspres.org

Walter Lynn
Building Coordinator
walter@sspres.org

Ada Owens
Dir. of Communications 
ada@sspres.org

Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin
Assoc. Pastor of Youth & Mission
annie@sspres.org

Rev. Kate Buckley
Parish Associate
kate@sspres.org

In a typical year, many of  us would spend the weeks between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas visiting people’s homes for Christmas parties, gift exchanges, 
and cookie decorating. When we visit someone’s home, it’s always interesting 
to see how each person decorates their space in a way that is unique to them. 
Just like our own homes are distinctly filled and decorated with things we 
cherish, each gospel is unique and quite different than the others. Some are 
filled with details while others are quite concise. Some are full of  metaphors 
while others recount a time period in a man’s life. Each gospel is different, 
and each gospel points towards a different beginning of  the Good News. This 
Advent season, come on vacation to visit Mark, Matthew, John, and Luke in 
their homes as we explore together where the Good News begins in each gospel.


