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WE GATHER TO PRAISE
Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

Welcome to outdoor worship with St. Simons Presbyterian Church. We are so glad that you are worshiping with us 
today. Please be sure to wear your mask throughout our worship time as well as silence your cell phones prior to the 
start of  worship. As always, all children are welcome in worship. Following the anthem, children ages Preschool 
(3 years) to 2nd Grade are invited to go with Children’s Ministry staff for KidZ Worship. Unfortunately, at this 
time, an on-site nursery is not available.

Welcome & Announcements Rev. Alan Dyer

Since at least the fourth 

century in Rome, 

Christians have celebrated 

the incarnation and 

nativity of Jesus Christ 

on December 25. Each 

year, the time between 

December 25 and January 

6 (Epiphany) has become 

an occasion for the church 

to celebrate and give 

thanks for the arrival of 

God’s Word made flesh — 

the light of God that has 

come into the world, the 

light that even death could 

not extinguish.

GAtherinG Words

One: The Lord be with you. 
ALL: And also with you.

Prelude Of  the Father’s Love Begotten DIVINUM MYSTERIUM

Thomas Trinh, Oboe

*hymn (found on page 4)
Joy to the World

ANTIOCH

introit  Angels From the Realms of  Glory REGENT SQUARE

Congregation and Golden Isles Youth Orchestra Alums

Masks are required 

for all adults and 

strongly encouraged 

for  children over the 

age of two. Disposable 

masks are available at 

welcome table.

Please maintain at 

least 6 feet from others 

not in your party while 

sitting and standing.

We extend a special 

welcome to any visitors 

worshiping with us today. 

Please help us get to know 

you better by filling out the 

online friendship register 

using the QR code below 

or by  visiting sspres.org

*cAll to WorshiP Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin

One:    The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

ALL:   The light shines in the darkness, 
             and the darkness  has not overcome it.

One:    Those who dwelt in the land of  deep darkness, 
             on them has light shined.

ALL:   We have beheld Christ’s glory, 
             glory as of  the only Son from the Father.

One:    For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

ALL:   In him was life, and the life was the light of  humanity.

*PrAyer of confession (All)
Merciful God, in great love You have claimed us as Your children. 
But we confess that we have not always returned that love nor 
participated fully in Your purposes and plans. We have not loved our 
brothers and sisters as You intend. Complacent in the presence of  
injustice and violence, we fail to recognize our own complicity. 



One:    The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

ALL:   The light shines in the darkness, 
             and the darkness  has not overcome it.

One:    Those who dwelt in the land of  deep darkness, 
             on them has light shined.

ALL:   We have beheld Christ’s glory, 
             glory as of  the only Son from the Father.

One:    For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

ALL:   In him was life, and the life was the light of  humanity.

*AssurAnce of PArdon

*GloriA PAtri h.W. GreAtorex

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.
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WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS
Joys And concerns of the church

PrAyers of the PeoPle And the lord’s PrAyer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Following the Anthem, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave with 
Ms. Frieda for KidZ Worship.

Angels in Royal David’s City arr. C. L. GruselleAnthem 
Golden Isles Youth Orchestra Alums

When we confess our sins 

we confess a paradox. 

On the one hand we 

confess our personal 

sins. We confess that 

we sin individually and 

personally by clinging to 

those things that are not 

God. On the other hand, 

we also confess that we 

live in a sinful world and 

cannot extricate ourselves 

from it. Together these 

two realities constitute 

a paradox, a deadly trap 

from which we cannot 

release ourselves. We are 

dependent on a Redeemer 

who can do for us what we 

cannot do for ourselves.

scriPture reAdinG Luke 2:22-40
When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of  
Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord (as it is written in the Law of  the Lord, “Every firstborn male is 
to be consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with 
what is said in the Law of  the Lord: “a pair of  doves or two young 
pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous 
and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of  Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the 
Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the custom of  the Law required, Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying:

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your 
servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 
have prepared in the sight of  all nations: a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and the glory of  your people Israel.”

Too often we grow weary and give up when the way is hard. 
Forgive us, especially when we fail to protect children so vulnerable 
and precious in Your sight. Forgive our misuse of  power against 
people, and against Your creation. Help us to praise You by living in 
harmony and peace. Strengthen us in our time of  testing and set us 
free from fear that we may wholly trust in You.

In the name of  Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Silence for Personal Confession



*AffirmAtion of fAith (All)
Jesus, the long expected Savior, came into the world as a child, 
descended from David, conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  Mary, a 
virgin. He lived as a Jew among Jews. He announced to his people the 
coming of  God’s kingdom of  justice and peace on earth. We affirm 
that Jesus was born of  woman as is every child, yet born of  God’s 
power as was no other child. In the person and work of  Jesus, God 
himself  and a human life are united but not confused, distinguished 
but not separated. The coming of  Jesus was itself  the coming of  
God’s promised rule. Through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, 
he brings about the relationship between God and humanity that 
God always intended.

A Declaration of  Faith

*Benediction

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

Adeste Fiddles arr. KollerPostlude
Golden Isles Youth Orchestra Alums

“Preaching is, finally, 

more than art or science. 

It is alchemy, in which tin 

becomes gold and yard 

rocks become diamonds 

under the influence of 

the Holy Spirit. It is a 

process of transformation 

for both preacher and 

congregation alike, as 

the ordinary details 

of [our] everyday lives 

are translated into the 

extraordinary elements 

of God’s ongoing 

creation.” -Rev. Barabara 

Brown Taylor

PrAyer for illuminAtion

sermon Rev. Alan Dyer

suPPort st. simons PresByteriAn church

Ways to Give. You can give your tithes and offerings electronically 
through text messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send 
to the number: 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR 
code on the left or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or 
drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime M-F 
from 9A-4P (205 Kings Way).

*doxoloGy (606)   old hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*offertory

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child 
is destined to cause the falling and rising of  many in Israel, and to be 
a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of  many hearts 
will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of  Penuel, of  the tribe 
of  Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years 
after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. 
She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and 
praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to 
God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the 
redemption of  Jerusalem.

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of  
the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of  Nazareth. And 
the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the 
grace of  God was on him.





Children
KidZ Crew (Preschool to Grade 5)
Sundays: KidZ Worship following the “Word for 
Children” during worship. (Pre K-2nd)
Wednesdays: Faith, fun, and music. 
Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.  
Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Youth
Youth Group
Sunday evenings at 6:30PM. 
Location varies week-to-week.

Annie Franklin Arvin at annie@sspres.org.

Young Adults
TGIF/Faith on Tap
Casual social gatherings for the 20s/30s/40s group. 
Location and dates vary. Kids welcome.
Ada Owens at ada@sspres.org or 638-2220. 

Spiritual Formation at St. Simons Presbyterian

Music
Choir, Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Choirs for all ages, handbells, chimes and instruments 
remain an important part of  the ministry of  St. Simons 
Presbyterian. For more information about the music 
ministry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or Suzanne 
Morrison.
  
Rhonda Hambright at rhonda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Suzanne Morrison at suzanne@sspres.org 

Discipleship
Sunday School
Begins at 9:00 AM via Zoom
Sunday School classes are available for all ages. 
Please come for breakfast and a time of  fellowship each 
week in the Britt Room prior to class.  

Britt Class (Traditional) 
Come & See  (Discussion) 

Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 10AM via Zoom
Come for lunch and Men’s Bible Study led by Alan 
Dyer every Wednesday. Visitors are always welcome.
John Matthews at jhmatthews7@comcast.net.

Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Group  
 Thursdays at 10AM at 218 Kings Way (outdoors)
Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.

Presbyterian Women (PW) Circle .
All women are invited to join a PW Circle. Circles meet 
for Bible Study each month.  
Nardis Kellar at nardisk@gmail.com or (912) 230-2254
Ginny Connors at ginnyconnors1@gmail.com or (608) 220-8481

Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care
To notify the church of  illness, hospitalization, births, 
deaths, or prayer request, contact the church office at 
912-638-2220.  If  you need pastoral care after hours 
please contact one of  our pastors.

Rev. Alan Dyer 937-623-7963
Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin 828-443-0299
Rev. Kate Buckley 912-222-1757

Mission
Manna House
(start date TBD)
Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for guests at 
“Manna House,” a local soup kitchen ministry.
Chris Pippart at cpipp109@gmail.com.
PAL Mentoring Program
Mentor children in Brunswick elementary schools as 
part of  Positive Adult Leadership (PAL) Mentoring.
Richard Hathaway at thehathaways2@comcast.net.
COVID Relief Fund
Direct assistance grants available to any resident of  
Glynn County financially impacted by the pandemic.
Annie F. Arvin at annie@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Community & Global Missions
Share God’s love with service locally and globally.  
Missions include Angel Tree Christmas Gifts, Hunger 
Action Team, and summer mission trips. 
Annie Arvin at annie@sspres.org or 638-2220.

If  You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal resident, 
or searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If  
you are interested in receiving more information about membership or the ministries of  our 
congregation, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after today’s worship. We would 
love to get to know you better.

Safety. For the safety of  all during this pandemic, we require that all adults wear masks 
throughout worship and strongly encourage masks for all children over the age of  two. Please 
refrain from hugs, handshakes, or physical touch with other non-family members in attendance 
at today’s worship. Extras masks and hand sanitizer are available for your use at the welcome 
station tables.

If  You Are in Need of  Prayer. Please let us know how we can be praying for you 
by visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after worship, or by visiting 
sspres.org/prayer.

Sermons Online. To hear sermons online, visit www.sspres.org/sermons.



Source: Parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from 
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.

Today, December 27

8:30 am     Live Stream Worship - Online

9:00 am     Combined Advent Sunday School - Zoom

9:00 am     Britt Class - Online

10:30 am   Outdoor Worship - Frederica Academy 

Monday,  December 28

No activities Scheduled for This Day

Tuesday,  December 29

No activities Scheduled for This Day

Wednesday,  December 30

No activities Scheduled for This Day

Thursday, December 31

Church Office Closed 

Friday, January 1

Church Office Closed - Happy New Year!

This Week  Dec 27 - Jan 2



To Ponder Prayerfully

Nurturing Tenderness

-James C. Howell

“InfAnts Wield A kind of PoWer. musculAr men With cAlloused hAnds 
Become Gentle As PilloWs When hAnded A BABy; Potent PeoPle With Gruff 
voices AdoPt A fAlsetto And coo to An infAnt. God cAme doWn, not to 

thrAsh evildoers or crush the romAns, But As An infAnt, to elicit love, 
to nurture tenderness.”

205 Kings Way      St. Simons Island, GA 31522      912-638-2220

St. Simons Presbyterian Church 
is a member of the Savannah 
Presbytery and the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and is a Stephen 
Ministry Congregation.

facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian instagram.com/saintsimonspreswww.sspres.org

Rev. Alan Dyer
Pastor
alan@sspres.org
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