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Ushers

Anne Aspinwall
Mike Aspinwall
Morgan Aspinwall
Katie Rossiter
Conner Rossiter
Anna Henry
Randy Ellis

Acolyte

Drew Turner

Tonight’s Christmas

Eve worship tells the
story of Jesus’ birth
chronologically,
beginning with the
expectation of a Messiah
to come as voiced in Old
Testament times by the
prophet Isaiah. As we
begin worship, consider
how the light of the
Christ child burnsinyou
and how we might each
bear that light in our own
lives as a sign of hope for

God’s world.

*k Please stand if able.

Music For MEDITATION

A Christmas Package
Chancel Ensemble

1 Saw Three Ships
Joy to the World
Amy Bishop, Organ

arr. Hanson

arr. Isele
arr. McDonald

CHRISTMAS WELCOME Rev. Rachel Rhodes

Welcome to worshup at St. Stmons Presbyterian Ghurch. As you enter the sanctuary, please silence your cell phones. All children are welcome in worshup.
Please note that out ofconsideration for our nursery workers, we do not provide a nursery for this Christmas Eve service.

*CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Behold, I bring you good news of great joy for all the people!

ALL: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness,
on them light has shined!

One: Behold, I bring you good news of great joy for all the people!

ALL: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders and he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace!

One: Behold, I bring you good news of great joy for all the people!

ALL: The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not
overcome it. On this holy night, let us worship God together!

ADESTE FIDELES

*OPENING HymN 133 O Come, All Ye Fauthful

THE LorD’S BIRTH FORETOLD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FirsT READING [saiah 9:2-7 Ron Binkney

CAROL Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Chancel Choir

BEACH SPRING/arr: Raney



THE LORD 1S BORN

SECOND READING Luke 2:1-7 Arthur Owens
*Hymn 140 Once in Royal David’s City IRBY
THE ANGELS APPEAR
THIRD READING Luke 2:8-14 Ben Rhodes
CAroL Let There Be Peace on Earth Miller & Jackson/arr: Raney
Chancel Choir
THE SHEPHERDS ADORE Him
FourTH READING Luke 2:15-20 Rev. Laurie Bentley

NATIVITY TABLEAU

Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for His bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing oer the plains,
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Chancel Ensemble

Ed Jackson, Trumpet
AnneMarie Stirewalt, Trumpet
Judy Foster,

Clarinet ~ John
Simmons, Trombone
Mike Bradberry, Tuba
Jason Cherne, Violin
Lindsey Holland, Flute
Iris Ellis, Piano

Amy Bishop, Organ

The offering received
tonight will go to the St.
Simons Presbyterian
Church Deacons Fund
which is used to assist
thosein needinour
community. The Funds
allows the church

to provide (at the
pastor’s discretion),
food, electricity, gas

for transportation,
temporary emergency
lodging, and other urgent
aid to those who come
to the churchin dire
and immediate need.
Gifts can also be made
electronically by texting
the code "SSPC" to
73256.



Tonight we light the Christ
Candle remembering that
with the birth of Christ,
salvation has drawn near.
The God who ordered the
chaos of the universe has
come down into the chaos
of our world. The Word
which was with God at

the beginning has come

to dwellamongus. In the
words of Eugene Peterson,
“The Word became flesh
and blood, and moved into

the neighborhood.”

The First Nowell

The first Nowell the angel did say,
was to certain poor shepherds in fields where they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel.

We Three Kings

We three kings of Orient are, Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright:
Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light!

OFFERING Candlelight Carol John Rutter
Ann Nermoe, Soloist and Guitar
*HymN 143 Angels from the Realms of Glory REGENT SQUARE

CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THE LLORD'S PRAYER Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

O Holy Night A Adam
Rhonda Hambright

TAKING THE LicHT OF CHRIST TO THE WORLD
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE John 1:1-5

INSTRUCTION FOR LIGHTING YOUR CANDLE

6\ You are invited to recewe the light of Christ from your neighbor by
tlting your unlit candle towards the upright it candle. For everyone's safety, please be

. aware of those around you and assist our younger worshipers in lighting thewr candles.



*(CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CANDLELIGHT HymMN

Silent Night
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
‘round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia:
Christ the Saviour is born; Christ the Saviour is born!”

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing Alleluia to our King:
Christ the Saviour is born; Christ the Saviour is born.

Rev. Rachel Rhodes

*POSTLUDE

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king.
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin'’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate deity,
pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

As our time of worship
ends, the work of
Christmas begins. And
what is the work of
Christmas? In the words
of Dr. Howard Thurman:
“To find the lost, to heal
the broken, to feed the
hungry, to release the
prisoner, to rebuild the
nations, to bring peace
among the people,

to make musicin the
heart.”



UprcoMING EVENTS IN THE LIFE oF OUR CHURCH

-

Caregivers +

PEACE RETREAT

A Peaceful Pause for Caregivers

)i

Led by Mary Tutterow—author,
speaker, and caregiver sharing gentle,
faith-filled encouragement.
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January 25th, 2026
8:30 am & 10:30 am Worship

Signhup to carry at Tartan :

Rl L Sanctuar 7PM
at sspres.org/kirkin i EMBERSHIP OP)F:O|RTUNITIESAT T
Deadline to signup is January 11th [=lx7253 SS ociion.o rg/membership.html £

@ If You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal resident, or
searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If you
are interested in receiving more information about membership or the ministries of our
con}gr_egatlon, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or atter today’s worship or fill out
]tohe m'endshlp register, located at the end of each pew. We would love to get to know you
etter!

Child Care. Children of all ages are welcome in worship. If you gljefer, anurseryis
available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is located in the Children’s Wing
at the rear of the church.

To Aid in Worshiﬁ). Advanced listening technology is available for those with a hearing
impairment. Please locate an usher for assistance.

If You Are in Need of Prayer. Please let us know how we can be praying for you by
visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after worship, by completing a prayer
request card and placing it in an offering plate, or by visiting sspres.org/prayer.

©O® 6

Worship Online. A livestream of the 10:30A worship service is available every Sunday at
sspres.org/livestream. A recording of the worship is available immediately afterwards for
viewing anytime. To hear sermons online, visit sslpres.org/ sermons or subscribe to the St.
Simons Presbyterian Podcast on 1Tunes or Google Play.

Ways to Give. Offering boxes can be found at the entrances to the
sanctuary. You can also give electronically throu%h text messaging or Venmo.
Text the code “SSPC” and send to the number: 73256. Or give with Venmo
by scanning the QR code on the right or by searching for @Q’;spres. You can
afgo mail or drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime
M-Th from 9A-4P (205 Kings Way).

Q@




MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Thank you for worshiping with us at
St. Simons Presbyterian Church




St. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

- Edes

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Clgss Of.2.028
Sandi Goeldner Taylor Brooks Keith Griffin
Kevin Lokey Fred Griffith Richard Hathgway
Lee Malone Becky Livingston Buddy Hgndnck
Bryan Neill Molly Macaulay Denise Hidalgo
Bob Prater Bettye Russell Flla Ke.nt
Daryl Rabert Mary Margaret Shiver Cathenng McCrary
Carrie Wessel Doug Tingle Matt Robinson
. Deaons
Class 0f 2026 Class of 2027 Class 0f 2028
Anne Aspinwall Pattie Boykin Wheeler Bryan, Jr.
Judy Benjamin Randy Ellis Peggy Dean
Jackie Griffin Portia Hendrick Sean Hidalgo
David Keen Drew Holland Tripper Mansfield
Lowell Korb Bunnie Lynn Elizabeth Shewell
Katie Rossiter Judy Scarlett Debbie States
Linda Seierstad Kathy Wade Emelie Tingle
Staff
Rev. Rachel Rhodes Rhonda Hambright Alyssa Lee David Keen Doug Marshall
Senior Pastor Music Director Youth Director Facility Manager Worship Tech Specialist
rachel@sspres.org rhonda@sspres.org alyssa@sspres.org david@sspres.org
Amy Bishop Jeannine Torbert Madelynne Risi Becky Livingston
e O L i
Interim Associate Pastor '
jim@sspres.org
Suzanne Morrison Ada Owens Ashley Biletzskov Tripper Mansfield
Handbells Communications Preschool Director Portia Hendrick
suzanne@sspres.org ada@sspres.org ashley@sspres.org Co -Chair of Deacons
Rev. Laurie Bentley
Parish Associate Nat Scott Donpa- Pur‘dy - Bob Harper
laurie@sspres.org Congregational Life Administrative Assistant Treasurer
nat@sspres.org donna@sspres.org
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