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Christmas WelCome

Christmas Eve                                   

Welcome to Christmas Eve worship at St. Simons Presbyterian Church. Whether a first time visitor or long 
time member, we are delighted that you are with us in worship this night. As you enter the sanctuary, please 
silence your cell phones. All children are welcome in worship.

Communion Service
                       

O Holy Child of  Bethlehem, God who comes to us so small, we confess the 
overwhelming enormity of  darkness that rules our lives. As you came into 
the world meek and mild, light within us a powerful flow that casts out dim 
selfishness and greed. Form us in your way of  generosity, grace, joy, hope 
and love, that we may welcome your light and bear it to the world.

*Prayer of Confession

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King. Peace on 
earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” Joyful, all ye nations, 
rise,  Join the triumph of  the skies; With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ 
is born in Bethlehem!” Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-
born King!”

*Congregational resPonse (sung) 

*oPening hymn     140
Once in Royal David’s City

irby

In Advent we wait for 

the coming of Christ. 

Tonight, on Christmas 

Eve, we now celebrate 

the story of Jesus’ birth.

As we  worship, consider 

how the light of the 

Christ child burns in you 

and how we might each 

bear that light in our own 

lives as a sign of hope for 

God’s world. 

Christmas musiC meditation

*assuranCe of Pardon

December 24, 2016 10:00pm Worship
Ushers

The Johnson Family

                         Rev. Alan Dyer

One: We come, hoping to find God here;
ALL: The Lord has always been with us.
One: We wait, anticipating a word of  Good News;
ALL: The Word has always been with us;
One: We watch for that light that shines in the dark;
ALL: A Child will light our way!

*Call to WorshiP                          Rev. Bob Brearley

Silence for Personal Confession

In the name of  Jesus, the babe in the manger, we pray. Amen.

 Please stand if able.*

Silent Night, Holy Night

Amy Bishop, Organ



offering Pietro YonGesu Bambino
Camille Hathaway, Soprano
Rhonda Hambright, Piano

The offering received 

tonight will go to the St. 

Simons Presbyterian 

Church Deacon’s 

Fund which is used to 

assists those in need 

in our community.  The 

Deacon’s Fund allows 

the church to provide (at 

the pastor’s discretion), 

food, electricity, gas 

for transportation, 

temporary emergency 

lodging, and other 

urgent aid to those who 

come to the church in 

dire and immediate 

need.

old testament lesson Isaiah 9:2-7 Page 1072, OT, Pew Bible

neW testament lesson Luke 2:1-20 Page 1590, NT, Pew Bible

Christmas homily Rev. Alan Dyer

saCrament of holy Communion

invitation to the table

Prayer of thanksgiving

sharing the bread and the CuP

The practice of  receiving communion by intinction is an ancient one. When taking Communion by 
intinction, the body of  the Church acts together, moving as a community towards the Table. Worshipers are 
invited to come forward, take a piece of  bread, and intinct or dip it in the cup, place it in their mouth, and 
return to their seats. 

Christmas Prayer & the lord’s Prayer (all) Rev. Bob Brearley

*benediCtion

*hymn       122 Silent Night, Holy Night stille naCht

Postlude Silent Night, Holy Night
Amy Bishop, Organ

stille naCht

musiCal refleCtions

144 in the bleak midWinter

145 What Child is this?

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Cranham

greensleeves



To Ponder Prayerfully
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“PolitiCians ComPete for the highest offiCes. 
business tyCoons sCramble for a bigger and bigger 
PieCe of the Pie. armies marCh and sCientists study 

and PhilosoPhers PhilosoPhize and PreaChers PreaCh 
and laborers sWeat. but in that silent baby, lying in 

that humble manger, there Pulses more Potential 
PoWer and Wisdom and graCe and aliveness than all 

the rest of us Can imagine.”

A Silent Baby

—Brian McClaren


