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Christian worship joyfully 
ascribes all praise and 

honor, glory and power 
to the triune God. In 

worship the people of God 
acknowledge God present 

in the world and in their 
lives. As they respond to 

God’s claim and redemptive 
action in Jesus Christ, 

believers are transformed 
and renewed. In worship 

the faithful offer themselves 
to God and are equipped 

for God’s service in the 
world. –PCUSA Directory for 

Worship

* Please stand if able.

WE GATHER TO PRAISE
Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

We are glad you are with us in worship today and we ask that you silence your cell phones and other 
devices upon entering the sanctuary. Children are welcome in worship although a nursery is available 
in the children’s hall at the rear of  the church. Please ask an usher for guidance. Following the Word 
for Children those up to 2nd grade are invited to follow a staff member for Children’s Chapel. 

Three Chimes  	 The Three Chimes Represent 
the Trinity-Father, Son,and Holy Spirit 

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Rachel Rhodes

Gathering Words

One:	 The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
ALL:	 And also with you.

Introit Adoramus Te Palestrina/arr. Hanson
         Chancel Ensemble - Ed Jackson, Anne Marie Stirewalt, Trumpets;                          	

       Judy Foster, Clarinet; Mike Morgan, French Horn; John Simmons, Trombone; 
Mike Bradberry, Tuba; Pianist/Director Rhonda Hambright

Prelude Good Christians All Rejoice arr. Mary McDonald
Amy Bishop, Organist

Sandi Goeldner*Call to Worship: 

One:	  Whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard 			 
 as loss because of  Christ.

All:	 I regard everything as loss because of  the 						    
surpassing value of  knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.

One:	 As the Scriptures promise: the stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone.

All:	 This is the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes.

*Opening Hymn 88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel veni emmanuel



Call to Confession Rev. Rachel Rhodes

*Gloria Patri gloria patri581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

In the Assurance of God’s 
Grace we are reminded once 
again that God’s grace sets 
us free from guilt and fear. 
As Walter Brueggemann 
says, “you can keep singing. 
You can keep hoping. 
And because you sing 
and hope, you can act in 
freedom, unburdened, 
uncoerced, unafraid, and 
without cynicism. The song 
goes on. It is a subversive, 
revolutionary song. And we 
get to sign on to sing and to 
live it... unafraid!” 

All children are invited to come forward at the pastor’s invitation.
Following the Word for Children, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave for Children’s Chapel in the 

Children’s Hallway on the other side of  the Social Hall. 

Word for Children

Prayer of Confession (All)

Loving God, you have planted us like a vineyard on a fertile hill. You 
cleared away the stones, planted us with choice vines, and kept watch 
over us by night and day. But we have not yielded the good fruit that you 
expected or desired. We are overgrown with sin, choked with violence 
and injustice. Forgive us, we pray. Uproot our evil, prune away our sin, 
and shower upon us the gift of  your grace.

In the name of  Jesus Christ we pray.   Amen.
Silence for Personal Confession

*Assurance of God’s Grace

All:	 I regard everything as loss because of  the 						    
surpassing value of  knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.

All:	 This is the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

The Ryberg Family
Ruth, Paul & Family



WE RESPOND IN FAITHThis creed is called the 
Apostles’ Creed not 

because it was produced 
by the apostles themselves 

but because it contains 
a brief summary of 

their teachings. It sets 
forth their doctrine “in 

sublime simplicity, in 
unsurpassable brevity, in 
beautiful order, and with 

liturgical solemnity.” In its 
present form it is dated 
no later than the fourth 
century. More than any 

other Christian creed, 
it may justly be called 

an ecumenical symbol               
of faith.

Mary Did You Know? Anthem Lowry & Green, arr. Thomas Graf
Chancel Ensemble

Sermon Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson“Emmanuel”

Second Reading John 1: 14-17
pg 1646 NT

Prayer for Illumination

First Reading Luke 1: 46-55; Matthew 1: 18-23
pg 1589; 1497 NT

One:	 This is the Word of  the Lord. 
ALL:	 Thanks be to God.

*Affirmation of Faith (ALL)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven and earth; and 
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of  the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He 
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of  God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of  saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the 
resurrection of  the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed



WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
*Hymn of Dedication 104 valet will ich dir geben

*Doxology (606)	    old hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Ways to Give. Offering envelopes can be found in the pews 
of  the sanctuary. You can also give electronically through text 
messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send to the 
number: 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR code 
on the right or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or 
drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime 
M-Th from 9A-4PM (205 Kings Way).

If  You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a 
seasonal resident, or searching for a church home, we are delighted that 
you are worshiping with us today. If  you are interested in receiving more 
information about membership or the ministries of  our congregation, 
please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after today’s worship or fill 
out the friendship register, located at the end of  each pew. We would love to 
get to know you better!

Child Care. Children of  all ages are welcome in worship. If  you prefer, 
a nursery is available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is 
located in the Children’s Wing at the rear of  the church.

To Aid in Worship. Advanced listening technology is available for those 
with a hearing impairment. Please locate an usher for assistance.

If  You Are in Need of  Prayer.  Please let us know how we can be 
praying for you by visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after 
worship, by completing a prayer request card and placing it in an offering 
plate, or by visiting sspres.org/prayer.

Worship Online. A livestream of  the 10:30AM worship service is 
available every Sunday at sspres.org/livestream. A recording of  the worship 
is available immediately afterwards for viewing anytime. To hear sermons 
online, visit sspres.org/sermons or subscribe to the St. Simons Presbyterian 
Podcast on iTunes or Google Play.

Christmas Bells
Chancel Ensemble

CurnowOffertory

*Benediction

Prayers of The People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.              
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

“Gloria”Postlude
Amy Bishop, Organist

French Carol, arr. Jason Payne

Prayer  List                                                                                                                                             
Deaths                                         
Bob Reid                                      
Ella Cook, Ada’s 
cousin Julie’s niece                                
Members                                                                                                        
Jann Briscoe                           
Lynn Bartley                               
Bud Longley                                     
Gray Roberts                                            
Anne Marie Stirewalt                                                   
Katie Williamson                                            
Friends and Family                                                                      
Ben Broadmus                 
Emma, Linda Seierstad’s 
granddaughter                                                   
Jill Rueber                                         
Bill Shoat                                      
Long-term Care                                            
Rich Armstrong                                                     
Sue Chambless                    
Claudette French                          
Mary Lewis                                                 
Caroline & Dwight Plyler                                    
Betty Lou Schoneker                             
Alison  Schueneman         
Frances Teel                                                                                         



Spiritual Formation at St. Simons Presbyterian

Children
Children’s Chapel 
Sundays: following the “Word for Children” 
during worship. (Pre K-2nd)
KidZ Crew                                                                     
Wednesdays: (Preschool to Grade 5)
Faith, fun, and music. 
Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.  
KidZ Ensemble (Grades 3 to 5) 	
Monthly on Sundays: Before KidZ Fellowship  
Meet in the Music Attic at 4PM. 	  	  
Use the Veranda Door                             	                                             		                                                                    
KidZ Fellowship (Grades 3 to 5)                                                                        
Monthly on Sundays: Faith and fun.            
Meet on the Veranda at 5PM. 
         	 	     		 				                                             Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Youth
Youth Ensemble                                                      
Sunday evenings at 5:00 PM 
Meet in the Music Attic -                           
Use the Veranda Door.                                 	
			 
Youth Group              
Sunday evenings at 6:00-8:00 PM                           
Meet on the Veranda.   					   
			                                                                                  	
Breakfast Devotion  (Grades 6 to 12) 
Tuesdays at 7:00AM at Chick-Fil-A SSI 
Transportation to school is available.		

Adults
Try Something New Ministry
A group that is all about loving, connecting, 
serving, learning, and celebrating together.
Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-2220.     		
				                                                

Music
Choir
Choirs for all ages are available. See Children and 
Youth for graded choir schedule. Adults meet in the 
Sanctuary on Wednesday nights.  

Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Handbells, chimes and instruments remain an 
important part of  the ministry of  St. Simons 
Presbyterian. For more information about the music 
ministry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or 
Suzanne Morrison.
Rhonda Hambright at rhonda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Suzanne Morrison at suzanne@sspres.org 

Discipleship
Sunday School
Begins at 9:30 AM in various locations                      
Sunday School classes are available for all ages. 
Coffee will be served in the Britt Room.  
		         				  
 :: Magnifying The Light				  
Advent Video series with questions for reflection		
Meets in the Upper Room			    	 	    
Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-2220.							     
								      
Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 10:00AM in the Upper Room
Men’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Wednesday. 
Visitors are always welcome. 					   
							     
John Matthews at jhmatthews7@comcast.net.
							     
Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Group  
Thursdays at 10:00AM in the John Law Room                                                                
Women’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Thursday.  	
								      
Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.
									       
									       
Presbyterian Women (PW)  
All women are invited to join a PW Circle. 
Circles meet for Bible Study each month. See 
Something for Everyone for more group activities.          	
							     
Ginny Connors at ginnyconnors1@gmail.com 
or (912) 672-1916                                                                                                                     	

Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care
To notify the church of  illness, hospitalization, 
births, deaths, or prayer request, contact the 
church office at 912-638-2220 ext 8, or email 
pastoralcare@sspres.org. The first available pastor 
will notify you as soon as possible. 

Mission
Manna House
First Monday of Every Month. 
1408 G Street, Brunswick, GA
Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for 
guests at “Manna House,” a local soup kitchen 
ministry.

Community & Global Missions
Share God’s love with service locally and 
globally.  Missions include Angel Tree 
Christmas Gifts, Hunger Action Team,          
and summer mission trips. 
Madelynne Risi at madelynne@sspres.org 
or 638-2220.



This Week    December  21 - 26

Sunday, December 21		                       	     	

     8:30 am       Worship Service - Sanctuary 	          	

     9:30 am       Sunday School - Various Locations	      	

    10:30 am      Worship Service - Sanctuary 		

      7:00 pm      Longest Night Service - Sanctuary 	

Monday, December 22                                                  	   	

     6:30 pm       Al-Anon Meeting - John Law

Tuesday, December 23   		                                 	

     9:30 am       Staff Meeting - Upper Room 		

Wednesday, December 24                                                           	

      4:00 pm        Candles & Carols (Children’s Tableau) - Sanctuary	

          5:30 pm      Candles & Carols (Children’s Tableau) - Sanctuary  	

     9:00 pm        Candlelight & Communion - Sanctuary 	

Thursday, December 25				                                                                                                       	

      Merry Christmas!! - Office Closed for the Holiday	

Friday, December 26                                                                  	

      Merry Christmas!! - Office Closed for the Holiday 	

 Joy Gift Offering: Today’s special Christmas offering 
goes to supporting retired PC(USA) Church Workers & 
PC(USA) Racial Ethnic Schools & Colleges . Please use 
the envelopes in the pews, scan the QR code, or text 
“SSPC joygift” to 73256 to give using your mobile device.                                                                                                       

							     

	



Ministers: All members of the church

				                     Staff

St. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

St. Simons Presbyterian Church is a member of the Savannah 
Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian instagram.com/saintsimonspreswww.sspres.org

205 Kings Way      St. Simons Island, GA 31522      912-638-2220

Ashley Biletzskov
Preschool Director		
ashley@sspres.org

David Keen
Facility Manager
david@sspres.org

Madelynne Risi
Mission& Outreach	
madelynne@sspres.org

Tripper Mansfield                 	
Portia Hendrick               
Co -Chair of Deacons

Becky Livingston
Clerk of Session

Bob Harper
Treasurer

Doug Marshall          
Worship Tech Specialist

Rhonda Hambright
Music Director
rhonda@sspres.org 

Suzanne Morrison
Handbells
suzanne@sspres.org

 Amy Bishop
Organist
amy@sspres.org

Nat Scott
Congregational Life
nat@sspres.org

Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson
Interim Associate Pastor                         
jim@sspres.org

Rev. Laurie Bentley
Parish Associate                          
laurie@sspres.org

Rev. Rachel Rhodes
Senior  Pastor                                       
rachel@sspres.org   

Donna Purdy
Administrative Assistant	
donna@sspres.org

Jeannine Torbert
Finance /Administration
jeannine@sspres.org

Ada Owens
Communications	
ada@sspres.org

Alyssa Lee
Youth Director
alyssa@sspres.org

					           Elders

Class of 2026		
Sandi Goeldner		
Kevin Lokey		
Lee Malone		
Bryan Neill		
Bob Prater			 
Daryl Rabert			 
Carrie Wessel	

Class of 2027		
Taylor Brooks		
Fred Griffith		
Becky Livingston		
Molly Macaulay		
Bettye Russell		
Mary Margaret Shiver		
Doug Tingle	

Class of 2028		
Keith Griffin		
Richard Hathaway	
Buddy Hendrick		
Denise Hidalgo		
Ella Kent		
Catherine McCrary		
Matt Robinson	 	

				                    Deacons

Class of 2027		
Pattie Boykin		
Randy Ellis		
Portia Hendrick		
Drew Holland		
Bunnie Lynn		
Judy Scarlett		
Kathy Wade	

Class of 2026		
Anne Aspinwall		
Judy Benjamin		
Jackie Griffin		
David Keen		
Lowell Korb		
Katie Rossiter		
Linda Seierstad	

Class of 2028		
Wheeler Bryan, Jr.	
Peggy Dean		
Sean Hidalgo		
Tripper Mansfield	
Elizabeth Shewell	
Debbie States		
Emelie Tingle	


