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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020 |

10:30 am Outdoor Worship Service

WE GATHER TO PRAISE

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.
Masks are required
for all adults and

Introit

strongly encouraged

Angels From the Realms of Glory

Chancel Ringers, Chancel Ensemble, Choir

arr. Ingram

for children over the
age of two. Disposable
masks are available at
welcome table.

Gathering Words

One: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

Please maintain at
least 6 feet from others
not in your party while
sitting and standing.

We extend a special
welcome to any visitors

Welcome & Announcements

Welcome to outdoor worship with St. Simons Presbyterian Church. We are so glad that you are worshiping with us
today. Please be sure to wear your mask throughout our worship time as well as silence your cell phones prior to the
start of worship. As always, all children are welcome in worship. Following the anthem, children ages Preschool (3
years) to 2nd Grade are invited to go with Children’s Ministry staff for KidZ Worship. Unfortunately, at this time,
an on-site nursery is not available.

I Saw Three Ships

Prelude

Children’s Choir

worshiping with us today.
Please help us get to know
you better by filling out the
online friendship register
using the QR code below
or by visiting sspres.org

Rev. Alan Dyer

*Call to Worship
One:

Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.

ALL: Come, O Lord, and send us your light.
One:

O come, O come, Immanuel.

ALL: Come and bring the light of God.
One:
Advent is far more than
preparing to celebrate the
first coming of Christ, the
incarnate Word. Advent is
a season of hope, during
which we anticipate the
future coming of Christ to
judge, and to establish his

Come and walk among us.

ALL: Be our Savior and our Friend.
One:

O come, O come, Immanuel.

ALL: Come to bring us your peace.

*Hymn (found on page 4)
Angels We Have Heard on High

GLORIA

rule over all things.

*Prayer of Confession (All)
Faithful God, we know that You are always there to guide us, yet we
often make plans without listening to You and discover that our human
agendas can drown out our ability to hear Your will for us. We repent
of these faults and turn to You in love. Forgive our offenses and pardon
our sins, that our lives may magnify Your holy name forever.
Silence for Personal Confession

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
*Gloria Patri 581

h.w. greatorex

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS
Advent Song

Light One Candle
Congregation

Sleeth

Light one candle for Hope, one bright candle for Hope, He brings hope to all the world, he
comes, he comes. Light one candle for Peace, one bright candle for Peace, He brings peace to all
the world, He comes, He comes. Light one candle for joy, one bright candle for joy, every nation
will find salvation in Bethlehem’s baby boy. Light one candle for love, one bright candle for
love. He brings love to all the world, He comes, He comes.

Lighting of the Advent
John, Melissa, Haynes & Caroline Hallman
Joys and Concerns of the Church
Prayers of The People and the Lord’s Prayer

“Prayer is essentially

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

an act of solidarity – an
expression of our
own need, a yearning
for a better world, a
commitment to belonging
together. We pray not
only with our lips but
with our lives. And every

Anthem

Adoramus

Gawronski

Chancel Choir Ensemble
Following the Anthem, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave with
Ms. Frieda for KidZ Worship.

Scripture Reading

Luke 2:1-14

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to
their own town to register.
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house
and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth
to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
continued on next page...

little act of justice, caring
and generosity counts.”
–Norman Shanks

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping
watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom his favor rests.”

Prayer for Illumination
Sermon

Rev. Alan Dyer

Christmas Vacation: Luke’s House

*Affirmation of Faith (All)

A Declaration of Faith

God sent his Son to proclaim release to those who are bound, to
announce that God’s promised kingdom is at hand, to urge everyone
to repent and believe the good news. The Lord is moving toward the
time when the glorious liberty of the children of God will be manifest
throughout the whole creation. We testify God is at work here and
now when people obey Christ’s commission to witness to Him and
make disciples of all nations, when they spread the good news by
their words and embody it in their lives.

As we offer our gifts, we
praise God for letting
us have use of all the
resources the Lord
has provided and the
opportunity to serve
on God’s behalf. The

*Offertory
*Doxology (606)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Doxology is an ancient

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

chorus of praise with a
vision of joining all the
created beings of all times

old hundredth

*Benediction

and places who forever
sing praise to God.

Postlude

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Congregation

IN DULCI JUBILO

Support St. Simons Presbyterian Church
Ways to Give. You can give your tithes and offerings electronically
through text messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send
to the number: 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR
code on the left or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or
drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime M-F
from 9A-4P (205 Kings Way).

Spiritual Formation at St. Simons Presbyterian

Mission

Manna House
(start date TBD)

Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for guests at
“Manna House,” a local soup kitchen ministry.
Chris Pippart at cpipp109@gmail.com.
PAL Mentoring Program
Mentor children in Brunswick elementary schools as
part of Positive Adult Leadership (PAL) Mentoring.
Richard Hathaway at thehathaways2@comcast.net.
COVID Relief Fund
Direct assistance grants available to any resident of
Glynn County financially impacted by the pandemic.
Annie F. Arvin at annie@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Community & Global Missions
Share God’s love with service locally and globally.
Missions include Angel Tree Christmas Gifts, Hunger
Action Team, and summer mission trips.
Annie Arvin at annie@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Children

KidZ Crew (Preschool to Grade 5)
Sundays: KidZ Worship following the “Word for
Children” during worship. (Pre K-2nd)
Wednesdays: Faith, fun, and music.
Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.
Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Youth

Youth Group
Sunday evenings at 6:30PM.
Location varies week-to-week.
Annie Franklin Arvin at annie@sspres.org.

Young Adults

TGIF/Faith on Tap
Casual social gatherings for the 20s/30s/40s group.
Location and dates vary. Kids welcome.
Ada Owens at ada@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Discipleship

Sunday School
Begins at 9:00 AM via Zoom
Sunday School classes are available for all ages.
Please come for breakfast and a time of fellowship each
week in the Britt Room prior to class.
Britt Class (Traditional)
Come & See (Discussion)
Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Men’s Bible Study
Wednesdays at 10AM via Zoom
Come for lunch and Men’s Bible Study led by Alan
Dyer every Wednesday. Visitors are always welcome.
John Matthews at jhmatthews7@comcast.net.
Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Group
Thursdays at 10AM at 218 Kings Way (outdoors)
Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.
Presbyterian Women (PW) Circle .
All women are invited to join a PW Circle. Circles meet
for Bible Study each month.
Nardis Kellar at nardisk@gmail.com or (912) 230-2254
Ginny Connors at ginnyconnors1@gmail.com or (608) 220-8481

Music

Choir, Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Choirs for all ages, handbells, chimes and instruments
remain an important part of the ministry of St. Simons
Presbyterian. For more information about the music
ministry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or Suzanne
Morrison.
Rhonda Hambright at rhonda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Suzanne Morrison at suzanne@sspres.org

Pastoral Care

Pastoral Care
To notify the church of illness, hospitalization, births,
deaths, or prayer request, contact the church office at
912-638-2220. If you need pastoral care after hours
please contact one of our pastors.
Rev. Alan Dyer 937-623-7963
Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin 828-443-0299
Rev. Kate Buckley 912-222-1757

If You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal resident,
or searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If
you are interested in receiving more information about membership or the ministries of our
congregation, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after today’s worship. We would
love to get to know you better.
Safety. For the safety of all during this pandemic, we require that all adults wear masks
throughout worship and strongly encourage masks for all children over the age of two. Please
refrain from hugs, handshakes, or physical touch with other non-family members in attendance
at today’s worship. Extras masks and hand sanitizer are available for your use at the welcome
station tables.
If You Are in Need of Prayer. Please let us know how we can be praying for you
by visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after worship, or by visiting
sspres.org/prayer.
Sermons Online. To hear sermons online, visit www.sspres.org/sermons.

This Week

Dec 20 - Dec 25

Today, December 20
8:30 am Live Stream Worship - Online
9:00 am Combined Advent Sunday School - Zoom
9:00 am Britt Class - Online
10:30 am Outdoor Worship - Frederica Academy
6:00 pm The Longest Night - Online

Monday, December 21
5:30 pm Diaconate Meeting - Zoom

Tuesday, December 22
9:30 am Staff Meeting - Upper Room
12:00 pm Staff Christmas Party - The Hambright’s

Wednesday, December 23
No Activities Scheduled for This Day

Thursday, December 24
Christmas Eve - Office Closed
4:00 pm Online Christmas Eve Worship - sspres.org
4:30 pm Christmas Eve Worship - SSPRES Front Lawn

Friday, December 25
Merry Christmas!
Source: Parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.
We are the Church TOGETHER Stewardship Update:
As of December 15, 147 pledges totaling $749,568 have
been received. This represents 68% of our $1,100,000 goal.
If you have not turned in your pledge yet, we still need
your help as we plan the 2021 budget. Thank you for all
you do to help share the love of Jesus Christ through the
ministries of SSPC!

To Ponder Prayerfully

“F

The Beginning

or outlandish creatures like us, on our way to a heart, a brain,

and courage,

Bethlehem is not the end of our journey but only the

beginning–not home but the place through which we must pass if ever
we are to reach home at last.”

―Frederick Buechner

In a typical year, many of us would spend the weeks between Thanksgiving
and Christmas visiting people’s homes for Christmas parties, gift exchanges,
and cookie decorating. When we visit someone’s home, it’s always interesting
to see how each person decorates their space in a way that is unique to them.
Just like our own homes are distinctly filled and decorated with things we
cherish, each gospel is unique and quite different than the others. Some are
filled with details while others are quite concise. Some are full of metaphors
while others recount a time period in a man’s life. Each gospel is different,
and each gospel points towards a different beginning of the Good News. This
Advent season, come on vacation to visit Mark, Matthew, John, and Luke in
their homes as we explore together where the Good News begins in each gospel.
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