Service for the Lord’s Day

ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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Third Sunday in Advent

December 14, 2025 | 10:30 am Service



Ushers

Anna Henry

Linda Gilsrud

Tim Gilsrud
Bonnie Rabert
Daryl Rabert
Karleen Thompson

John Thompson

Acolyte
MJ Rhodes

Stewardship Update:

As of December 10, we

have received 155 pledges
totaling $971,360.24 and 54%
of our 2026 budget goal of
$1,800,000. To view the 2026
Ministry Report or make your
pledge, scan the QR code or

visit sspres.org/giving.

* please stand if able.

WE GATHER TO PRAISE

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

We are glad you are with us an worship today and we ask that you silence your cell phones and other
devices upon entering the sanctuary. Children are welcome in worship although a nursery s available
i the children’s hall at the rear of the church. Please ask an usher for guidance.

INTROIT O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Chimes

GATHERING WORDS

One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

ALL: And also with you.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
STEWARDSHIP MINUTE

The Three Chimes Represent

THREE CHIMES ,, g
the Trinity-Father, Son,and Holy Spirit

*PRELUDE Advent Trilogy

VENI EMMANUEL

Rev. Rachel Rhodes

Greer Anderson

arr. Buckwalter

Chancel Ringers, Suzanne Morrison, Director; Jason Cherne, Violin

*CALL TO WORSHIP:

One: O come, O come, Emmanuel.
All: Bring to us a thrill of hope.

One: O come, O come, Emmanuel.
All: Bring to us a gift of love.

One: O come, O come, Emmanuel.

All: Let us pray a prayer for peace.

One: O come, O come, Emmanuel.

All: Let us sing a song of joy.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Kashey Odum and Alex & Ron Binkney

*OPENING HYMN 83 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Sandi Goeldner

STUTTGART



CALL TO CONFESSION Rev. Dr. Jim Jackson

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (ALL)

Gracious and merciful God, we come before you as people convinced
that joy can be bought and sold; that it can be found under a tree or in
a shopping cart; that it can be created with just the right gift or just the
right moment. Forgive us for our misguided assumptions. Forgive us
for our consumeristic greed. Forgive us for forgetting that the joy of the
Lord is our strength, and that true joy can only come from you. Help
us to know that the same joy that flooded the hearts of the shepherds,
the angels, the wise men, the hosts of heaven, and Mary and Joseph is
the joy that still has the power to overwhelm our hearts with rejoicing.
May our joy be made complete in you alone.

Stlence for Personal Confession
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior we pray. Amen.

* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE

*(GLORIA PATRI 581 GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father; and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

A THRILL OF HOPE

Arranged and Composed by Joel Raney
Conductor: Rhonda Hambright
Narrator: Rev. Rachel Rhodes

A TuriLL or Horr

“Long Ago, Prophets Knew” PERSONENT HODIE,
Words — Fred Pratt Green

“O Holy Night” Adolphe C. Adam,
Words *jghn S. Dwight

DIVINUM MYSTERIUM Plainsong, 13th C.;
Words 4th C., Tr. John M. Neale
ANTIOCH G. F. Handel;

Words — Isaac Watts
NOEL NOUVELET French Carol, 15th C.



THE FIRST NOEL
BEACH SPRING

HYFRYDOL

A Girr or Love

“Love Came Down at Christmas™

French Carol
“Once in Royal Dand’s Caty”
REGENT SQUARE

Away in a Manger

“The Gift of Love”

A PRAYER FOR PEACE

STILLE NACHT

“Let There Be Peace on Earth”
“O Holy Night”

A SONG OF Joy

“Mary Had a Baby”
GLORIA
WELSH CAROL

ANTIOCH

IN DULCI JUBILO

SOLI DEO GLORIA

English Carol

Attr. B. F. White;
Words — Charles Wesley

Rowland H. Prichard

Words & Music by Joel Raney

ca. 1553
Words — James Montgomery

Words — Cecil F. Alexander

Henry T. Smart;
Words — Charles Wesley

James R. Murray;
Words — Anonymous

Words — Hal H. Hopson, alt.

Franz Gruber;

Words — Joseph Mohr
Words & Music — Sy Miller and Jill Jackson

African American Spiritual

French Carol, 18th C.

Words — “Hark! the Herald
Angels Sing” Charles Wesley

G. F Handel
Words — Isaac Watts

German melody 14th C.;
Words: Latin carol, 14th C.



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (ALL) Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and
in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PrAYERS OF THE PrOPLE AND THE LLORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. :;:er Hst

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Retiremént of Frieda Warner

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive Tylér Mimbs Master’s Degree
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. feabiy
.. . Bob el
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. MOb sd
embpers
Jann Briscoe
OFFERTORY The Holly and the vy arr. Sanders |.-Nancy &Michagl Fixk
Chancel Ringers Budiongley
Gray Roberts
Anne Marie Stirewalt
*DOXOLOGY (606) OLD HUNDREDTH | Katle Williamson

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him Ppremaggnd Family

above, ye heavenly host; praise Father; Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Ben Broadmus
JillRueber
Emma, Linda Seierstad’s

*Hym~ oF DEpicaTION 127  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing WELL WALK IN THE LIGHT | &énddeventer

Long-term Care

Rich Armstrong
%

BENEDICTION Rev. Rachel Rhodes | *echembiess

Claudette French
. p Ri e | Mary Lewis
PosTrLubpE A‘Zegﬂa (o) ) uerto Rican Carol, Caroline & Dwight Plyler
Amy B15h0p> OrgaruSt arr. Larry Shackelton Betty Lou Schoneker

Alison Schueneman

Musicians Frances Teel

Violin, Jason Cherne
Oboe, Liam Nunn
Flute, Lindsay Holland
French Horn, Mike Morgan
Cello, Lindsay Luppino
Percussion, Ethan Tsai
Piano, Iris Ellis
Organ, Amy Bishop
Chancel Ringers — Susan Baltzell, Iris Ellis, Judy Foster, Nan Fuller,
Pam Hamilton, Mark Lochstampfor, Hal Morrison, Carol O’Halloran,
Elizabeth Shewell, Anne Marie Stirewalt, Mary Jo Townsend,
Elise Winans, Charlotte Zell; Suzanne Morrison, Director




SPIRITUAL FORMATION AT ST. SIMONS PRESBYTERIAN

Manna House
Furst Monday of Every Month.
1408 G Street, Brunswick, GA

Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for

guests at ‘Manna House,” a local soup kitchen

ministry.

Community & Global Missions

Share God’s love with service locally and

%lob_ally. Missions include Angel Tree
hristmas Gifts, Hunger Action Team,

and summer mission trips.

Madelynne Rist at madelynne(@sspres.or.
or 6362)—2220. brne@ssp s

Children’s Chapel
Sundays: following the “Word for Children”
during worship. %Pre K-2nd)

KidZ Crew

Wednesdays: (Preschool to Grade 5)

Faith, fun, and music.

Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.

KidZ Ensemble (Grades 3 to 5)

Monthly on Sundays: Before KidZ Fellowship
Meet 1in the Music Attic at 4PM.

Use the Veranda Door

KidZ Fellowship (Grades 3 to 5)
Monthly on Sundays: Faith and fun.
Meet on the Veranda at 5PM.

Youth Ensemble

Sunday evenings at 5:00 PM
Meet in the Music Attic -
Use the Veranda Door.

Youth Group
Sunday evenings at 6:00-8:00 PM
Meet on the Veranda.

Breakfast Devotion (Grades 6 to 12)
Tuesdays at 7:00AM at Chick-Fil-A SSI
Transportation to school is available.

Try Something New Ministry ‘
A group that is all about loving, connecting,
serving, learning, and celebrating together.

Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-22210).

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30 AM in various locations
Sunday School classes are available for all ages.

Coffee will be served in the Britt Room.

:: Magnifying The Light
Advent Video series with questions for reflection
Meets in the Upper Room

Nat Scott at Nat@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Men’s Bible Stud _

Wednesdays at 10:00AM in the nger Room

Men’s Bible Study led by Nat Scott every Wednesday:
Visitors are always welcome.

Jolhn Matthews at jhmatthews7@comeast.net.

Thursdays at 10:00AM wn the John Law Room

Women’s Bible Study/Przrer Grou
Women’s Bible Study led by

at Scott every Thursday:
Guwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.

Presbyterian Women (PW)

All women are invited to join a PW Circle.
Circles meet for Bible Study each month. See
Something for Everyone for more group activities.

Ginny Connors at ginnyconnors I (@gmail.com
or 9%2) 672-1916 v @z

Choir

Choirs for all ages are available. See Children and
Youth for graded choir schedule. Adults meet in the
Sanctuary on Wednesday nights.

Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Handbells, chimes and instruments remain an
important part of the ministry of St. Simons )
Presbyterian. For more information about the music
ministry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or
Suzanne Morrison.

Rhonda Hambright at rhonda%xspm. org or 638-2220.

Suzanne Morrison at suzanne(@sspres.org

Pastoral Care ' o

To notity the church of illness, hospitalization,
births, deaths, or E)ra er request, contact the,
church office at 912-638-2220 ext 8, or email
pastoralcare@sspres.org. The first available pastor
will notify you as soon as possible.



CHRISTMAS This Week | pecember 14-19

POINSETTIAS

Sunday, December 14
During Advent, many order

poinsettias in memory or honor " 9:00am  Youth Confirmation - Youth Suite
of loved ones, adding to the

Sanctuary Christmas decor. Proceecdls
support the Deacons fundé

Deadline to order is Dec 15th
$20 EACH | ORDER AT SSPRES. ORG/POINSETTIA

9:30am  Sunday School - Upper Room

10:30am  Worship Service - Sanctuary

Monday, December 15
6:30pm  Al-Anon Meeting - John Law
7.00 pm  Young Adult Trivia - Ember
Tuesday, December 16
7.00am  Youth Devotions- Chick-fil -A SSI
9:30am  Staff Meeting- Upper Room
Wednesday, December 17
10:00 am  Grief Group - Parlor
1:15pm  Sonshine forthe Soul - John Law
430 pm  Caroling on the Trolley -Front Drive
Thursday, December 18
, o No Activities Scheduled for this Date
VOLUNTEERS ‘ . ‘Z0Nmm | Friday, December 19

Grades 3rd - 12th 9:00 Trustee Meeting -U R
DECEMBER 19TH & Pvam - frustee Meeting ~Upper foom
6pm & 7pm = 6:00 pm  Live Nativity-Front Lawn

Slcl\ l P AT < | 8:00 pm  Youth Lock-in-Youth Suite

Ways to Give: Offering envelopes can be found in the
pews of the sanctuary. You can also give electronically
through text messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC”
and send to the number: 73256. Or give with Venmo by
scanning the QR code on the right or by searching for
@sspres. You can also mail or drop off checks or cash
offering to the church office anytime M-Th from
9A-4PM (205 Kings Way).

For more events & information, please visit
sspres.org/events

*

Christmas Eve

CANDLES & CAROLS +
With Nativity Tableau

4:00PM & 5:30PM
A WINTER SERVICE OF HOPE & HEALING Tableau parts for Children

S d D) ] in Grades Pre-K thru 2nd.
unday, December 21 -
= PM | Sanctuary COMMUNION SERVICE

9:00PM
LIVESTREAM AT
SSPRES. ORG/LONGESTNIGHT SIGNUP FOR NATIVITY TABLEAU REQUIRED

VISIT SSPRES.ORG/CHRISTMAS-EVE




St. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

- Edes

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Clgss Of.2.028
Sandi Goeldner Taylor Brooks Keith Griffin
Kevin Lokey Fred Griffith Richard Hathgway
Lee Malone Becky Livingston Buddy Hgndnck
Bryan Neill Molly Macaulay Denise Hidalgo
Bob Prater Bettye Russell Flla Ke.nt
Daryl Rabert Mary Margaret Shiver Cathenng McCrary
Carrie Wessel Doug Tingle Matt Robinson
. Deaons
Class 0f 2026 Class of 2027 Class 0f 2028
Anne Aspinwall Pattie Boykin Wheeler Bryan, Jr.
Judy Benjamin Randy Ellis Peggy Dean
Jackie Griffin Portia Hendrick Sean Hidalgo
David Keen Drew Holland Tripper Mansfield
Lowell Korb Bunnie Lynn Elizabeth Shewell
Katie Rossiter Judy Scarlett Debbie States
Linda Seierstad Kathy Wade Emelie Tingle
Staff
Rev. Rachel Rhodes Rhonda Hambright Alyssa Lee David Keen Doug Marshall
Senior Pastor Music Director Youth Director Facility Manager Worship Tech Specialist
rachel@sspres.org rhonda@sspres.org alyssa@sspres.org david@sspres.org
Amy Bishop Jeannine Torbert Madelynne Risi Becky Livingston
e O L i
Interim Associate Pastor '
jim@sspres.org
Suzanne Morrison Ada Owens Ashley Biletzskov Tripper Mansfield
Handbells Communications Preschool Director Portia Hendrick
suzanne@sspres.org ada@sspres.org ashley@sspres.org Co -Chair of Deacons
Rev. Laurie Bentley
Parish Associate Nat Scott Donpa- Pur‘dy - Bob Harper
laurie@sspres.org Congregational Life Administrative Assistant Treasurer
nat@sspres.org donna@sspres.org
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PRESBYTERY ‘U s N

205 Kings Way  St. Simons Island, GA 31522  912-638-2220

JL . o
|- www.sspres.org “ facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian @ instagram.com/saintsimonspres



