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WE GATHER TO PRAISE
Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

Welcome to worship at St. Simons Presbyterian Church. We are so glad that you are worshiping with us today. 
We ask that you please silence your cell phones prior to the start of  worship. As always, all children are welcome 
in worship. Following the children’s moment at the 10:30 AM worship, children ages Preschool (3 years) to 2nd 
Grade are invited to go with Children’s Ministry staff for Children’s Chapel. A nursery (located in the children’s 
hall at the rear of  the church) is also available for children from birth to five years.

Welcome & Announcements Rev. Alan Dyer

Today is the third Sunday 

of Advent. Advent is about 

far more than preparing to 

celebrate the first coming of 

Christ, the incarnate Word. 

Advent is a season of hope, 

during which we anticipate 

the future coming of Christ 

to judge, and to establish 

His rule over all things

GAtherinG Words

One: The Lord be with you. 
ALL: And also with you.

* Please stand if able.

introit  Joy to the World arr. N. Robertson
Children’s Choir - Iris Ellis, Director

One:     A voice cries out in the wilderness: 

            “Prepare the way of  the Lord!”

ALL:    Make God’s paths straight.

One:    Every valley will be filled, and every mountain will be leveled.

ALL:   The crooked will be made straight.

One:    The rough and rocky ways will be smoothed.

ALL:   All will see the salvation of  God.

One:    See the light from on high.

ALL:   The dawn is breaking.

One:    The Lord is coming! 

ALL:   Let us worship the Lord with gladness!

*cAll to Worship Mike Kellar

prelude What is Christmas Without Jesus?
Children’s Choir - Iris Ellis, Director

arr. Allen

Ushers
Martin White

Judy Benjamin

Nancy Fixx

Anna Henry

Acolyte
Mobley Grace Ward



*openinG hymn 88
O Come, O Come Emmanuel

VENI EMMANUEL

In the name of  Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Silence for Personal Confession

*prAyer of confession (All)
In Your presence, Holy God, we confess that we need repentance. We 
have broken Your commands against idolatry. We do not live in peace 
with Your creation or Your people. We have not trusted Your word, and 
we are afraid. Forgive us, restore us, and turn our shame into praise, for 
the sake of  the One who proclaims the good news and for the sake of  all 
the world. 

Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin

*AssurAnce of pArdon

*GloriA pAtri h.W. GreAtorex

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

581

WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS

Joys And concerns of the church

prAyers of the people And the lord’s prAyer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Assurance of 

Pardon proclaims God’s 

faithfulness. Our lives are 

redeemed by the saving 

grace of God— the Gospel 

in miniature. God does for 

us what we cannot do for 

ourselves.

liGhtinG of the Advent WreAth

The Bryson Family:
Ben, Mary, and Gussie



prAyer for illuminAtion

sermon Rev. Alan Dyer
Preparing the Way for Christmas: Repentance

second reAdinG Luke 3:1-16
pg 1593 NT

first reAdinG Psalm 80:1-7
pg 919 OT

Mike Kellar

One: This is the Word of  the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

All children are invited to come forward at the pastor’s invitation.
Following the Word for Children, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave for KidZ Worship. 

Word for children

Leader:                   We now go our separate ways.
Congregation:    May God be with you there.
Children:             May God be with you here.

children’s litAny of pArtinG

Fantasy on “Hyfrydol” 
arr. Sandra Winter

Chancel Ringers - Suzanne Morrison, Director

Anthem 

*doxoloGy (606)   old hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

offertory A Christmas Carillon
Chancel Ringers - Suzanne Morrison, Director

arr. Margaret R. Tucker

*prAyer of dedicAtion

During this Advent Season, 

we celebrate Christian 

leaders in the Presbyterian 

Church USA - past, present, 

and future - through 

support of the Christmas 

Joy Offering. Envelopes 

for the joy offering can 

be located at the end 

of each pew or you can 

donate online by scanning 

the QR code below.  May 

our gifts, and the leaders 

who receive them, point 

us always to the truth of 

the one whose birth we 

celebrate,  Jesus Christ 

- the truly perfect gift.



*Benediction

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

postlude Festal Fanfare
Amy Bishop, Organist

J. S. Bach

What are you taking from 

worship? A new thought, a 

deep feeling, a glimpse of 

grace, a challenge? Where 

will you see God today? A 

hope or a prayer for the 

week?

If  You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal 
resident, or searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are worshiping 
with us today. If  you are interested in receiving more information about membership 
or the ministries of  our congregation, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or 
after today’s worship or fill out the friendship register, located at the end of  each pew. 
We would love to get to know you better!

Health. We are currently operating under a mask optional policy for all indoor activities. 
As such, masks are welcome but not required for worship. We are also continuing the use 
of an EPA approved air treatment technology in the sanctuary called Grignard Pure as 
an added safety measure.

Child Care. Children of  all ages are welcome in worship. If  you prefer, a nursery is 
available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is located in the Children’s 
Wing at the rear of  the church.

To Aid in Worship. Advanced listening technology is available for those with a 
hearing impairment.  Please locate an usher for assistance.

If  You Are in Need of  Prayer. Please let us know how we can be praying for you 
by visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after worship, or by visiting sspres.
org/prayer.

Worship Online. A livestream of  the 10:30A worship service is available every 
Sunday at sspres.org/livestream. A recording of  the worship is available immediately 
afterwards for viewing anytime. To hear sermons online, visit sspres.org/sermons or 
subscribe to the St. Simons Presbyterian Podcast on iTunes or Google Play.

Ways to Give. Offering boxes can be found at the entrances to the 
sanctuary. You can also give electronically through text messaging or 
Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send to the number: 73256. Or give 
with Venmo by scanning the QR code on the right or by searching for 
@sspres. You can also mail or drop off checks or cash offering to the 
church office anytime M-F from 9A-4P (205 Kings Way).

*hymn of dedicAtion 96
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

WINCHESTER NEW

*AffirmAtion of fAith (All)
God sent His Son to proclaim release to those who are bound, 
to announce that God’s promised kingdom is at hand, to urge 
everyone to repent and believe the good news. The Lord is moving 
toward the time when the glorious liberty of  the children of  God 
will be manifest throughout the whole creation. We testify God is 
at work here and now when people obey Christ’s commission to 
witness to Him and make disciples of  all nations, when they spread 
the good news by their words and embody it in their lives.

A Declaration of  Faith



CELEBRATING OUR AUTHORS

Calling All Authors of  St. Simons Presebyterian
As part of  our year-long 75th Anniversary, the SSPC Library is assembling an exhibit 
of  publications from all our Church Member Authors, both past and present. This 
exhibit will be displayed in a carousel just beyond the Library stained-glass doors. 

The exhibit will be on display for an extended period; cataloged items will be available for circulation 
after three months. We are asking our authors to consider having their works become part of  our 
permanent collection, or alternately, to loan their works for this special exhibit. We have a number of  
publications already in our cataloged items but would like to include publications from ml our authors. 
All genres with content appropriate for a church library are welcome. To include your publications in 
this exhibit and for additional information please contact Jean Sucher: 
jeansucher@comcast.net 912-638-8596 (phone) 912-258-5065 (text) 



Sunday, December 12
8:30 am     Early Worship - Sanctuary

9:30 am     Combined Sunday School - Upper Room & Zoom

10:30 am   Traditional Worship - Sanctuary

2:00 pm     Youth & KidZ Meet for Christmas Carol - Veranda

3:00 pm     TSN & Youth A Christmas Carol - Ritz Theatre

Monday,  December 13
10:00 am   Chancel Ensemble - Location Varies

6:30 pm     Al-Anon Meeting - John Law

Tuesday,  December 14
7:00 am     Youth Breakfast Devotion - Chick-fil-A

9:30 am     Staff Meeting - Upper Room

1:00 pm     Ladies Bridge Group - Library

Wednesday, December 15
10:30 am   Men’s Bible Study - Upper Room

1:30 pm     Hands & Heart Quilting Ministry - Music Attic

7:00 pm     Chancel Choir - Sanctuary

Thursday, December 16
10:00 am    Ladies Bible Study - Upper Room

Friday, December 17
6:00 pm      Live Nativity - Front Lawn

7:00 pm      Live Nativity - Front Lawn

Saturday, December 18
6:00 pm      Live Nativity - Front Lawn

7:00 pm      Live Nativity - Front Lawn

This Week  December 12 - 18

Chancel Flowers: The chancel flowers in today’s 
service are given to the Glory of God and in honor of 
Leslie McCracken, with thanks from the Session.

Christmas Wreaths: The wreaths on the front doors 
of the church are given by Ron and Alex Binkney in 
honor of their grandchildren.

Source: Parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Family Advent - Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch
9:30 am / Social Hall

Advent Video & Scripture Series - Maranatha! 
9:30 am / Upper Room



To Ponder Prayerfully

The Cost of  Repair

-Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor

“ForGiveness is A stArtinG plAce, not A stoppinG plAce. it is God’s 
Gift to those Who Wish to BeGin AGAin, But Where We Go With it is up 
to us. most of us prefer remorse to repentAnce. We Would rAther 

feel BAdly ABout the dAmAGe We hAve done thAn Get estimAtes on 
the cost of repAir. We Would rAther leArn to live With Guilt thAn 

fAce the hArd Work of neW life.”

205 Kings Way      St. Simons Island, GA 31522      912-638-2220

St. Simons Presbyterian Church is a member of the Savannah 
Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church (USA) and is a 
Stephen Ministry Congregation.

facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian instagram.com/saintsimonspreswww.sspres.org

Ministers: All members of the church
Nat Scott
Congregational Life
nat@sspres.org

Frieda Warner
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frieda@sspres.org

Madelynne Risi
BRIDGE Director 
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Rev. Alan Dyer
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Assoc. Pastor of Youth & Mission
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Rev. Kate Buckley
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kate@sspres.org
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Rhonda Hambright
Music Director
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 Amy Bishop
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Suzanne Morrison
Handbells
suzanne@sspres.org

Iris Ellis 
Children’s Choir Director

Leslie McCracken
Clerk of Session

Molly Macaulay
Chair of Deacons

Bob Harper
Treasurer

Judy Cauley
Preschool Director  
judy@sspres.org

Jeannine Torbert
Administrator
jeannine@sspres.org

Walter Lynn
Building Coordinator
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Ada Owens
Dir. of Communications 
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Kendall McDonald
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In each of  the Gospels, the story of  Jesus is intertwined with 
that of  his cousin John, the one whom the prophets foretold 
would come to “prepare the way of  the Lord.” And so this 
Advent we are focusing our attention in worship on the story 
of  John the Baptist. As we follow John’s journey through the 
scriptures we are invited to consider how his witness long ago 
helps to “prepare the way” in our own hearts to receive the 
Good News of  the Christ child yet again.


