Service for the Lord’s Day
St. Simons Presbyterian Church

Fireflies

Dilian Anikolova

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 8, 2020 |

10:30 am Outdoor Worship Service

WE GATHER TO PRAISE

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.
Masks are required
for all adults and

Introit

Dona Nobis Pacem

Congregation and Choir
(The choir will lead us in a round)

strongly encouraged
for children over the

Anonymous

age of two. Disposable
masks are available at
welcome table.

Please maintain at
least 6 feet from others
not in your party while
sitting and standing.

We extend a special
welcome to any visitors
worshiping with us today.

Gathering Words

One: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

Welcome & Announcements

Welcome to outdoor worship with St. Simons Presbyterian Church. We are so glad that you are worshiping with
us today. Please be sure to wear your mask throughout our worship time as well as silence your cell phones prior to
the start of worship. As always, all children are welcome in worship. Following the anthem, children ages
Preschool (3 years) to 2nd Grade are invited to go with Children’s Ministry staff for KidZ Worship.
Unfortunately, at this time, an on-site nursery is not available.

O God, We Praise Thee

Prelude

online friendship register
using the QR code below
or by visiting sspres.org

*Call to Worship
One:

arr. Smith

Amy Bishop, Pianist

Please help us get to know
you better by filling out the

Rev. Alan Dyer

Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin

In the name of God,

ALL: who created us,
who holds us and the whole world in his hands.
Today is the first Sunday
we gather for worship
following a long and

One:

ALL: who came into the world,
who reconciles us with God.

divisive election season
in our nation. Worship
is the time and place
where we are reminded
that our hope ultimately
does not reside in any
one candidate or political
party. Instead, as followers
of Jesus Christ, we are
called to place our full
trust in the Triune God
alone.

In the name of the Son,

One:

In the name of the Holy Spirit,

ALL: who fills us with eternal life,
who links us with all Christians
and incites us to peace,
we come together to offer our thanks and praise.

*Hymn (found on page 4)
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

AZMON

“Grace and gratitude

*Prayer of Confession (All)
God of peace we confess we are a people of fear.
We have let anxiety rule our days and worry our nights.
We have been distracted by nerves and focused on tension.
We confess we have ignored your command to not be afraid.
Forgive us, O God. Calm our hearts, settle our stomachs,
and renew in us the ability to find our comfort in you.

belong together like
heaven and earth. Grace
evokes gratitude like the
voice an echo. Gratitude
follows grace like thunder
lightning. The two belong
together, so that only
gratitude can correspond
to grace, and this

Silence for Personal Confession

correspondence cannot

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

fail. Its failure, ingratitude,
is sin, transgression.
Radically and basically all

*Assurance of Pardon

sin is simply ingratitude.”
—Karl Barth

*Gloria Patri 581

h.w. greatorex

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS
Welcoming Confirmands
Mackenzie Bishop, Kate Head, Bo Holmes,
Brayden Neill, and Carolina Wessel
Joys and Concerns of the Church
Prayers of The People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Anthem

It is Well with My Soul

Chancel Choir Ensemble

arr. John Ness Beck

Following the Anthem, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave with
Ms. Frieda for KidZ Worship.

Scripture Reading

Luke 24:36

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among
them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

Prayer for Illumination
Sermon

Blessing in an Upside Down World: The Peacemakers

*Affirmation of Faith (All)

Rev. Alan Dyer

A Brief Statement of Faith

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our
faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the
Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men
to all ministries of the church. In a broken and fearful world the
Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all
peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church
and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work
with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God,
empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new
heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

*Offertory
*Doxology (606)

old hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
What are you taking from
worship? A new thought,

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

a deep feeling, a glimpse
of grace, a challenge?
Where will you see God
today? How will you live
out and share God’s

*Benediction

peace with neighbors
and strangers alike in the
coming week?

Postlude

Majesty and Glory of Your Name
Amy Bishop, Pianist

arr. Fettke

Support St. Simons Presbyterian Church
Ways to Give. You can give your tithes and offerings electronically
through text messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send
to the number: 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR
code on the left or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or
drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime M-F
from 9A-4P (205 Kings Way).

Spiritual Formation at St. Simons Presbyterian

Mission

Manna House
(start date TBD)

Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for guests at
“Manna House,” a local soup kitchen ministry.
Chris Pippart at cpipp109@gmail.com.
PAL Mentoring Program
Mentor children in Brunswick elementary schools as
part of Positive Adult Leadership (PAL) Mentoring.
Richard Hathaway at thehathaways2@comcast.net.
COVID Relief Fund
Direct assistance grants available to any resident of
Glynn County financially impacted by the pandemic.
Annie F. Arvin at annie@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Community & Global Missions
Share God’s love with service locally and globally.
Missions include Angel Tree Christmas Gifts, Hunger
Action Team, and summer mission trips.
Annie Arvin at annie@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Children

KidZ Crew (Preschool to Grade 5)
Sundays: KidZ Worship following the “Word for
Children” during worship. (Pre K-2nd)
Wednesdays: Faith, fun, and music.
Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.
Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Youth

Youth Group
Sunday evenings at 6:30PM.
Location varies week-to-week.
Annie Franklin Arvin at annie@sspres.org.

Young Adults

TGIF/Faith on Tap
Casual social gatherings for the 20s/30s/40s group.
Location and dates vary. Kids welcome.
Ada Owens at ada@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Discipleship

Sunday School
Begins at 9:00 AM via Zoom
Sunday School classes are available for all ages.
Please come for breakfast and a time of fellowship each
week in the Britt Room prior to class.
Britt Class (Traditional)
Come & See (Discussion)
Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Men’s Bible Study
Wednesdays at 10AM via Zoom
Come for lunch and Men’s Bible Study led by Alan
Dyer every Wednesday. Visitors are always welcome.
John Matthews at jhmatthews7@comcast.net.
Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Group
Thursdays at 10AM at 218 Kings Way (outdoors)
Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.
Presbyterian Women (PW) Circle .
All women are invited to join a PW Circle. Circles meet
for Bible Study each month.
Nardis Kellar at nardisk@gmail.com or (912) 230-2254
Ginny Connors at ginnyconnors1@gmail.com or (608) 220-8481

Music

Choir, Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Choirs for all ages, handbells, chimes and instruments
remain an important part of the ministry of St. Simons
Presbyterian. For more information about the music
ministry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or Suzanne
Morrison.
Rhonda Hambright at rhonda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Suzanne Morrison at suzanne@sspres.org

Pastoral Care

Pastoral Care
To notify the church of illness, hospitalization, births,
deaths, or prayer request, contact the church office at
912-638-2220. If you need pastoral care after hours
please contact one of our pastors.
Rev. Alan Dyer 937-623-7963
Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin 828-443-0299
Rev. Kate Buckley 912-222-1757

If You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal resident,
or searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If
you are interested in receiving more information about membership or the ministries of our
congregation, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after today’s worship. We would
love to get to know you better.
Safety. For the safety of all during this pandemic, we require that all adults wear masks
throughout worship and strongly encourage masks for all children over the age of two. Please
refrain from hugs, handshakes, or physical touch with other non-family members in attendance
at today’s worship. Extras masks and hand sanitizer are available for your use at the welcome
station tables.
If You Are in Need of Prayer. Please let us know how we can be praying for you
by visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after worship, or by visiting
sspres.org/prayer.
Sermons Online. To hear sermons online, visit www.sspres.org/sermons.

This Week

November 8 - 13

Today, Nov 8
8:30 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
10:30 am
6:30 pm

Live Stream Worship - Online
Combined Sunday School - Zoom
Britt Class - Online
Outdoor Worship - Frederica Academy
Youth Gathering -Location Varies

Monday, Nov 9
10:00 am Chancel Ensemble - Location Varies
6:30 pm Ladies of the Night Circle - Zoom

Tuesday, Nov 10
9:30 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
2:00 pm

Staff Meeting - Upper Room
One-derful Morning Glories Circle- Zoom
Lunch Bunch Circle - Alex Binkney’s Yard
Circle of Esther - Location Varies

Wednesday, Nov 11
10:00 am
1:30 pm
4:00 pm
7:00 pm

Men’s Bible Study - Zoom
Hands & Heart Quilting Ministry - Youth Suite
KidZ Crew - Veranda
Chancel Ringers - Social Hall

Thursday, Nov 12
10:00 am Ladies Bible Study - 218 Kings Way
10:00 am Grief Group - Upper Room

Friday, Nov 13
No Activities Scheduled for this Day

Saturday, Nov 14
4:30 pm TSN A Meal with Friends - Indigo Coastal Shanty
Source: Parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from
Rev. Nathan Williams & Feasting on the Word Worship
Companion.
Chancel Flowers: The Chancel flowers in livestream
worship this morning were given to the glory of God
by Hank, Liz, Jennifer, & Will Ream in loving memory
of Henry P. Ream III.

To Ponder Prayerfully

Peace

“W

e will not have peace by afterthought.”

-Norman Cousins

Told through the lens of the beatitudes from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, our
“Blessings In An Upside Down World” sermon series is an invitation to adjust
our own vision for how we understand blessing as followers of Jesus Christ.
In our day to day lives, the word “blessing” or “blessed” is most often used to
describe some achievement or comfort or high point of our day (e.g., think all
those pictures of sunsets and puppies and smiling faces on social media tagged
#blessed). But throughout the scriptures we find that the word blessing is often
turned on its head from what we might expect. Where do we find God’s blessing
in our lives? And where are we called to share that blessing with others?
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