Service for the Lord’s Day
St. Simons Presbyterian Church

The Golden Haggadah

Spain, N. E; 14th century

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 15, 2021

WE GATHER TO PRAISE

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.
Due to high
transmission rates,
the CDC recommends
that you wear a mask in
public indoor settings.
We encourage you to
be safe for yourself and
for others. Disposable
masks can be located at
the main entrance to the
sanctuary. As an added
safety measure, we are
also employing the use
af an EPA approved air
treatment technology
called Grignard Pure.

Advanced listening
technology is available
for those with a hearing
impairment. Please
locate an usher for
assistance.

We extend a special
welcome to any visitors
worshiping with us
today. Please help us
get to know you better
by filling out the online
friendship register using
the QR code located in
the pew racks.
The Call to Worship is
a reminder that, while
worship is something we
do, we do it as a response
to what God has already
done. God calls us to
worship. We respond to
God’s call with praise,
confession, gratitude,
and wonder.

Introit

Newton/arr. Ulrich

Amazing Grace

Georgia Tech Glee Club; Jerry Ulrich, Director

Gathering Words

One: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

Welcome & Announcements

Rev. Alan Dyer

Welcome to worship at St. Simons Presbyterian Church. We are so glad that you are worshiping with us today.
We ask that you please silence your cell phones prior to the start of worship. As always, all children are welcome
in worship. Following the children’s moment at the 10:30 AM worship, children ages Preschool (3 years) to 2nd
Grade are invited to go with Children’s Ministry staff for Children’s Chapel. A nursery (located in the children’s
hall at the rear of the church) is also available for children from birth to five years.

Prelude

Amy Bishop, Organist

*Call to Worship
One:

D. Wagner

Processional in C

Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin

Come, you people, and follow our Lord!

ALL: We will follow with praise and with courage.
One:

Come, you people, and be sent in the Spirit!

ALL: We will turn to the path laid before us.
One:

Come, you people, to lift up God’s name!

ALL: We will remember, rejoice, and be renewed.
One:

Come, let us continue the journey to which we are called.

ALL: We will worship and sing to the Lord!

*Hymn 366 (found on page 4)
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

HYFRYDOL

*Prayer of Confession (All)

8:30 Service Only

*

10:30 Service Only
Please stand if able.

Gracious God, You are before and behind us, whether we stand
in the midst of a crowd or the edge of the wilderness. We look at
Your path, but sometimes we are afraid and we turn our eyes back
instead; we long for what is comfortable and familiar. We hear Your
voice, but it is so easy to turn toward the many other voices offering

a life of fun and prosperity. We pray for Your will to be done, but it is
easier to just go along as we always have. Forgive us, O God. Turn us
forward, and set our feet on Your path.
Silence for Personal Confession

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
*Gloria Patri 581

h.w. greatorex

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS
Welcome New Members

Molly Franklin
Jennifer Griner (Jeremiah and Heidi)
Wimberly Thomas

Baptism

Colson Oliver Risi

Child of Scott & Madelynne Risi

Minute for Mission

Usher Ministry
Tate Simpson

Joys and Concerns of the Church
Preparation for Prayer
Prayer of the Children

Kurt Bestor

Georgia Tech Glee Club

Prayers of The People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

This Little Light of Mine

Anthem

Traditional/arr. Ulrich

Georgia Tech Glee Club

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
Word for Children

All children are invited to come forward at the pastor’s invitation.
Following the Word for Children, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave for KidZ Worship.

Today we celebrate the
sacrament of baptism.
The word “sacrament”
comes from the Latin
sacramentum, which
means “mystery.”
Sacraments (in our
tradition baptism and
the Lord’s Supper) are
holy mysteries that we
do not and cannot fully
understand but through
which we believe God’s
invisible grace becomes
visible to us. The great
early church theologian
Augustine (354- 430)
was the first to describe
sacraments as “outward,
visible signs of inward,
spiritual grace.”

Children’s Litany of Parting
Leader:
Congregation:
Children:

We now go our separate ways.
May God be with you there.
May God be with you here.

First Reading

Matthew 2:13-15

Second Reading

Exodus 14:10-31

page 1498 NT
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

Though the Bible is the
unique and authoritative
witness to Jesus Christ
and God’s word to us,
Presbyterians believe it
requires the power and
illumination of the Holy
Spirit for it to become
God’s living word within us.
This prayer calls upon the
Holy Spirit to silence in us
any voice but God’s
own, that we may receive
with joy what God
is saying to us.

page 108 OT

Prayer for Illumination
Sermon

Back to School: Exodus

*Affirmation of Faith (All)

Rev. Alan Dyer
A Declaration of Faith

When Abraham’s descendants were slaves in Egypt, God heard their
cries and prayers. God remembered his promise and sent Moses
to free them from bondage. We declare God’s steadfast love and
sovereign power. The Lord can be trusted to keep promises. The
Lord still acts in the affairs of individuals and nations to set oppressed
and persecuted people free.

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE
*Offertory
*Doxology (606)

old hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Benediction
Postlude

Jubilation

D. Wagner

Amy Bishop, Organist

Support St. Simons Presbyterian Church
Ways to Give. You can give your tithes and offerings electronically
through text messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send
to the number: 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR
code on the left or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or
drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime M-F
from 9A-4P (205 Kings Way).

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Molly Franklin

Although originally from western North Carolina, Molly recently relocated fo the
Golden Isles from New Orleans, Louisiana. Molly is a recent graduate of the LSU
School of Nursing and currently works as a nurse at the hospital in Brunswick.
When Molly is not at work, she enjoys spending time at the beach, crafting, and
being “Ninnie” to her nieces, Molly Claire and Elsie.

Jennifer Moore Griner

Originally from Tifton, GA; Jennifer and her husband David (not pictured)
attended Valdosta State University. Work took them to Savannah, GA where they
lived for 4 years. They moved to Saint Simons Island after the birth of their second
child to be closer to family. Jeremiah (5) is attending kindergarten at Saint Simons
Elementary and Heidi Kipling (3) stays at home with mom. The Griner family has
lived on the island for 5 years now and they have no plans of ever leaving!

Wimberly Thomas

Wimberly Grace Thomas, Soprano, earned her B.A. in Music: Vocal Emphasis at
the University of Southern Mississippi and her Master of Arts in Musicology and
Historical Performance at the University of Wales, Bangor. Thomas has sung with
Atlanta Camerata Theatre and their annual Play of Herod for two years and the
Schola of the Cathedral of St. Philip, where she is heard on their recent album
Into the House and Gate of Heaven (Gothic Records). She has also sung with the
Atlanta Schola Cantorum as well as being an active church musician. During her
years in Mississippi and Wales, Thomas sang with Mississippi Opera, Southern
Opera and Musical Theater Company, Bangor Baroque Opera, The Mississippi
Chorus, Swansea Philharmonic Choir, Hattiesburg Choral Union, Southern
Chorale, and the Royal School of Church Music. In addition to singing, Thomas
has also found her creative voice in handbells. As a member of the internationally
acclaimed handbell choir, Carillon, she performed in the United Kingdom and
Czech Republic, in addition to tours throughout the United States and Puerto Rico.
She was Communications Chair for Area 4 of Handbell Musicians of America
from 2013-2015, serving Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, Puerto Rico, the
Bahamas, and the Virgin Islands. In the past, she served part time with the Atlanta
Concert Ringers. Thomas teaches elementary music in Glynn County Schools.

If You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal resident,
or searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today.
If you are interested in receiving more information about membership or the ministries
of our congregation, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after today’s worship.
We would love to get to know you better.
If You Are in Need of Prayer. Please let us know how we can be praying for you by
visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after worship, or by visiting
sspres.org/prayer.
Worship Online. A livestream of the 10:30A worship service is available every Sunday
at sspres.org/livestream. A recording of the worship is available immediately afterwards
for viewing anytime. To hear sermons online, visit sspres.org/sermons or subscribe to the
St. Simons Presbyterian Podcast on iTunes or Google Play.

This Week

August 15 - August 20

Sunday, August 15
8:30 am Early Worship - Sanctuary
9:30 am Combined Sunday School - Upper Room & Zoom
10:30 am Traditional Worship - Sanctuary

Monday, August 16
5:30pm

Diaconate Meeting - Upper Room

6:30 pm

Al-Anon Meeting - John Law

Tuesday, August 17
9:30 am Staff Meeting - Upper Room
4:00pm

Session Meeting - Sanctuary

Wednesday, August 18
10:00 am Men’s Bible Study - Upper Room
7:00 pm

Chancel Choir - Sanctuary

Thursday, August 19
12:00 pm Stewardship Committee - Upper Room

Friday, August 20
6:00 am Sip & Paint - Home of Anna Henry

Chancel Flowers: The chancel flowers in today’s
worship are given by Angie Votsis in loving memory of
her parents, David and Evie Bolten.
Source: Parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from
Rev. Teri Peterson.

To Ponder Prayerfully

Exodus

“N

ot tides, not storms, not bad planning, not tactical

error, not bad luck, or good luck, but

Yahweh [God].”

-John I. Durham

Every August marks the end of summer vacation and the beginning of
a new school year for students and teachers across our community. This
annual pilgrimage back to the classroom often brings with it a need for
a little refresher on some of the learning that may have lapsed over the
summer months. The same is true of our faith journeys - every once in
awhile we all need to head “back to school” for a refresher on those events
in the Bible that are foundational to our Christian faith. So pack your
pencils, grab your backpack, and join us each week through August and
September as we go back to the classroom together to learn about six of
the most important people and moments in the Bible and what they mean
for our lives today.
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