
Service for the Lord’s Day
St. Simons Presbyterian Church

4th Sunday in Lent
March 26, 2017    |     8:45 & 11:00am Worship

“The Light of  the World”
William Holman Hunt



Welcome to worship at St. Simons Presbyterian Church. As you enter the sanctuary, please silence your cell phones. 
All children are welcome in worship. If  you prefer, a nursery (located in the children’s hall at the rear of  the church) is 
available for children from birth to five years. Worship resources for children are available at the sanctuary entrances.

Welcome

WE GATHER TO PRAISE
Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

Service for the Lord’s Day
4th Sunday in Lent

March 26, 2017    |    8:45 & 11:00am Worship

*opening Hymn       450
Be Thou My Vision

slane

Greeter
8:45 am

Warren Jansen
 11:00 am

David Stewart

Ushers
8:45 am

Stacy Wills

Joe Wills

Karleen Thompson

John Thompson

11:00 am

Alex Binkney

Ron Binkney

Nora Sue Spencer

Jerry Spencer

Acolyte
      Eli Brickman

greeting & announcements
Please sign and pass the friendship register.

Rev. Bob Brearley

“I know only enough of God 

to want to worship him by 

any means ready at hand.” 

-Annie Dillard

11:00 Service Only

8:45 Service Only

 Please stand if able.*

One:   When the world is dark and full of  hate and fear, when we  
 cannot see God

ALL:   we will turn on the light.
One:    When we cannot find our way back to love and peace
ALL:   we will turn on the light.
One:    When our vision dims due to the darkness within
ALL:   we will turn on the light.
One:    Christ opens our eyes with the gift of  sight. 
ALL:   The light of  the world is Jesus Christ.
One:    Come and worship the one who brings sight to the blind.
ALL:   Come, let us worship God!

*call to WorsHip Warren Jansen
David Stewart

introit  (314) 
Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness

cHrist, be our ligHt

Chancel Choir

prelude 
O Love, How Deep, How Broad

arr. Collingsworth

Amy Bishop, Organ



WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS

prayer of tHanksgiving and tHe lord’s prayer (all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*assurance of pardon

In the name of  Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

*gloria patri  581 H.W. greatorex

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen.

Silence for Personal Confession

“O soul, are you weary 

and troubled?  No light 

in the darkness you see? 

There’s light for a look at 

the Savior, and life more 

abundant and free!  Turn 

your eyes upon Jesus, 

look full in His wonderful 

face; and the things of 

earth will grow strangely 

dim in the light of His 

glory and grace.”

There is pain and evil in 

the world, in which we 

are often participants. If 

we ignore the ways we 

cause pain to God, to 

others, and to creation, 

we limit the opportunities 

for transformation and 

healing. In Confession we 

practice bringing our pain 

to the light, so that God 

can transform it.

preparation for prayer    
Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

Helen Lemmel

*prayer of confession (all)

Forgiving God, in a world filled with so much pain, we would rather 
shut our eyes and be blind than see things as they really are. Grant us 
the courage to face the reality of  our world, and give us the strength to 
bring your light to those who walk in darkness. Help us see others as 
you see them, and forgive us when we do not trust you enough to open 
our eyes to the possibilities before us. Heal our self-inflicted blindness, 
O God, and lead us in the footsteps of  the Light of  the World, who 
reveals your glory in his life, his teachings, and his love.

Rev. Alan Dyer

Joys and concerns of tHe cHurcH



After we receive our 

offerings, we take a 

moment to dedicate 

them to God’s work in 

our community and in 

the world. This ritual of 

setting apart concludes 

the offering by reminding 

us that we give not just to 

an organization but to a 

faith community called to 

Make God’s Love Visible.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

neW testament lesson

Ephesians 5:8-14
Page 1822 NT, Pew Bible

prayer for illumination

sermon Rev. Bob Brearley
“Children of  Light”

*prayer of dedication

*doxology   606  old HundredtH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

One: This is the Word of  the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God.

old testament lesson

Psalm 23
Page 862 OT, Pew Bible

Warren Jansen
David Stewart

Open Our Eyes
MacFarlaneantHem 

Chancel Choir

All children please come forward at the pastor’s invitation.
Following the Word for Children, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave for KidZ Worship.

Word for cHildren

offertory
Praise Him, All Ye Children

Amy Bishop, Organ

arr. Callahan



If  You Are New Here.  Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal resident, 
or searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If  
you are interested in receiving more information about membership or the ministries of  our 
congregation, please indicate that on the Friendship Register as it is passed down your pew at 
the beginning of  worship so that we can be in touch with you soon.

Child Care.  Children of  all ages are welcome in worship.  If  you prefer, a nursery is available 
for children, birth through age five.  The nursery is located in the Children’s Wing at the rear of  
the church.

If  You Are in Need of  Prayer.  You may fill out a prayer request card (available in the pews) 
and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.

To Aid in Worship. A “Rocking Room” with live video of  the service is available in the chapel 
located outside of  the front right doors of  the sanctuary.  Hearing assistance devices and large 
print hymnals and Bibles may be obtained from the ushers.

Sermons Online.  To hear sermons online, visit www.sspres.org/sermons.

*benediction

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*Hymn of dedication    
I Want to Walk as a Child of  the Light

Houston377 
In the Charge and 

Benediction we are 

assured of God’s peace 

and blessing; we seek 

to follow Christ’s way, 

sustained by power 

of the Holy Spirit. God 

calls the church to join 

the mission of Christ 

in service to the world. 

As we engage in that 

mission, we bear witness 

to God’s eternal reign.

*affirmation of faitH (all)
Jesus announced the coming of  God’s kingdom and its hidden 
presence in the midst of  the world’s kingdoms. He taught his disciples 
to seek God’s kingdom first. We believe Christ gives us and demands 
of  us lives in pilgrimage toward God’s kingdom. Like Christ we may 
enjoy on our journey all that sustains life and makes it pleasant and 
beautiful. No more than Christ are we spared the darkness, ambiguity, 
and threat of  life in the world. We are in the world, but not of  the 
world. Our confidence and hope for ourselves and other people do 
not rest in the powers and achievements of  this world, but in the 
coming and hidden presence of  God’s kingdom. Christ calls each of  
us to a life appropriate to that kingdom: to serve as he has served us; 
to take up our cross, risking the consequences of  faithful discipleship; 
to walk by faith, not by sight, to hope for what we have not seen.

A Declaration of  Faith

The God of  Abraham Praise
arr. Youngpostlude

Amy Bishop, Organ

  cHoral response (568)
Amen

Haugen



Mission

Children

Youth

Young Adults

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30AM in the Social Hall with breakfast
WeeKidZ (3 Years to Grade 2)
Sundays: Wee Worship/KidZ Worship following the 
“Word for Children” during 11AM worship. 
Wednesdays: Faith, fun, and music. Meet on the 
playground veranda at 4PM. WOW supper at 6PM.
KingdomKidZ (Grades 3 to 5)
Second Sundays: Faith and fun.  Meet in the Britt Room 
for supper at 6PM.
Chimes and Choir (Grades 3 to 5)
Wednesdays: Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.  
Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Manna House
First Monday of  every month
Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for guests at 
“Manna House,” a local soup kitchen ministry.
Marie Dodd at mariewdodd@bellsouth.net.
PAL Mentoring Program
Mentor children in Brunswick elementary schools as 
part of  Positive Adult Leadership (PAL) Mentoring.
Richard Hathaway at thehathaways2@comcast.net.
Habitat for Humanity
Join us for local Habitat for Humanity home 
construction. Builds happen each fall and winter.
Alan Dyer at alan@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Community & Global Missions
Share God’s love with service locally and globally.  
Missions include Angel Tree Christmas Gifts, Hunger 
Action Team, and summer mission trips. 
Alan Dyer at alan@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30AM in the Social Hall with breakfast
Fellowship
Sunday evenings in the Youth Suite 
Dinner at 6PM
Mid & Senior High at 6:30PM  (Grades 6 to 12)
Breakfast Devotion  (Grades 6 to 12)
Tuesdays at 7:00AM at Chick-Fil-A 
Transportation to school is available for middle 
schoolers. 
Music (Grades 6 to 12)
Sundays: Youth Ensemble meets at 5PM in Music Attic 
Meg Johnson at meg@sspres.org.

Faith on Tap
Monthly Thursday (usually 2nd Thursdays) at 7PM
A casual young adult Bible Study for 20 and 30-somethings 
meets monthly. Location varies. Childcare available.
Alan Dyer at alan@sspres.org or 638-2220. 

Spiritual Formation at St. Simons Presbyterian
Discipleship

Music

Pastoral Care

Choir
Choirs for all ages are available.  See Children and 
Youth for graded choir schedule.  Adults meet in the 
Ashantilly wing on Wednesday nights.  
Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Handbells, chimes and instruments are an important 
part of  the music ministry for children through adults. 
Rhonda Hambright at rhonda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Suzanne Morrison at suzanne@sspres.org 

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30AM in the Social Hall with breakfast 
Sunday School classes are available for all ages. 
Please come for breakfast and a time of  fellowship each 
week in the Britt Room prior to class.  

Britt Class - Upper Room
Come & See - Social Hall
Rejoice - Chapel
Trinity - Parlor

Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Men’s Bible Study
Mondays at 12PM in the Britt Room
Come for lunch and Men’s Bible Study led by Alan 
Dyer every Monday. Visitors are always welcome.
Thursdays at 7:15 AM in the Britt Room
Come for breakfast and Community Men’s Bible Study 
led by area pastors every Thursday. 
John Matthews at jhmatthews7@comcast.net.
Ladies’ Video Bible Study
Wednesdays at 10:30AM in the Youth Suite
Gather for prayer and discussion each week using a 
video study. All women are invited!
Gail Ledbetter at gbledbetter@att.net.

Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Group
Thursdays at 10AM in the Upper Room (Sept.-May)
Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.
Presbyterian Women (PW) Circles
All women are invited to join a PW Circle.  Circles 
meet for Bible Study each month.  
Alison Schueneman at schueneman@gmail.com.
Nancy Harper at nanhbasket@aol.com.

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry offers confidential one-on-one Christian 
care to those experiencing difficult life circumstances. 
Jann Briscoe at jannbriscoe@gmail.com or 269-0212. 
Pastoral Care
To notify the church of  illness, hospitalization, births, 
deaths, or prayer request, contact the church office at 
912-638-2220.  If  you need pastoral care after hours 
please contact one of  our pastors.
St. Simons Presbyterian 638-2220
Rev. Bob Brearley at 912-399-5957
Rev. Alan Dyer at 937-623-7963
Rev. Jann Briscoe 912-269-0212



This Week  Mar 26 - Apr 1
Today, Mar 26

   8:45 am  Early Worship - Sanctuary
   9:30 am Breakfast - Social Hall
   9:45 am Sunday School
 11:00 am Worship - Sanctuary
 12:00 pm CE Ministry Team Meeting - Children’s Hall
   2:00 pm Capital Campaign Meeting - Upper Room
   5:00 pm  Youth Ensemble - Music Attic
   6:00 pm Youth Supper & Activities - Britt Room/ Youth Suite
Monday,  Mar 27

     10:00 am Memorial Service for Fred Stradtman
     12:00 pm Men’s Noon Day Bible Study - Britt Room

   3:00 pm  Congregational Life Team Meeting - John Law Room
   4:00 pm KidZ Book Club - Wake Up Coffee
   5:30 pm Women’s Book Club - Village Inn

Tuesday,  Mar 28
    7:00 am Youth Breakfast Devotion - SSI Chick-fil-a

Wednesday,  Mar 29 
   4:00 pm  KidZ Programs - Playground Veranda
   5:00 pm Confirmation Class - Chapel
   5:00 pm Variety Show Exhibit Open - Social Hall
   6:00 pm WOW Supper - Social Hall
   6:45 pm Variety Show Stage Talent - Social Hall
   7:30 pm Chancel Choir - Choir Room

Thursday, Mar 30
   7:15 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study - Britt Room
 10:00 am Ladies Bible Study & Prayer Group- Upper Room
   4:00 pm Yoga - Youth Suite
   6:30 pm Community Seder - College Place UMC

Friday, Mar 31
 10:00 am Book Discussion & Prayer - Jann’s Office

Flowers: The Chancel flowers are given to the glory of God in 
honor of newlyweds Mike & Kimberly Frazier and in memory of 
Bill & Meg Way. The flowers in the Narthex are given to the glory 
of God in loving memory of Don Carter by his family.

Christian Celebration: The rose in the Chancel expresses our 
joy to Rev. Alan & Erin Dyer upon the birth of their second child, 
Jack Folsom Dyer. Jack was born on Friday, March 17th and is 
welcomed by big brother, Sam. 

Christian Sympathy: We extend Christian sympathy to Julie 
Johnson, Rich Goeldner, & their families upon the death of their 
stepfather Delavan Baldwin, who entered into rest March 18. 

We extend Christian sympathy Taeko Roberts & family upon 
the passing of her husband and church member William 
Roberts, who entered into rest on March 20. 

We extend Christian sympathy to the family & friends of church 
member Don Carter, who entered into rest on March 22. 

We extend Christian sympathy to the family & friends of church 
member Fred Stradtman, who entered into rest on March 23.

WOW Supper Menu (Mar. 29):  Shrimp-n-grits, salad, rolls, dessert.

V a r i e t y
S h o w c a s e

S S P C

W e d n e s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 9

Calling all performers, artists, 
craftsmen and hobbyists!

If you would like to exhibit your work in the 
showcase, please bring your pieces (display 
ready) to the church no later than Tuesday!

C o m m u n i t y  S e d e r
T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  3 0

6:00 PM
C o l l e g e  P l a c e  U M C

Suggested donations to 
benefit Hunger Programs:

$10/ person
$25/ family

SAVE THE DATE!

M a y  4 t h  –  M a y  7 t h
If you are interested in attending, please 

contact Nat Scott for more details.
nat@sspres.org

 national conference at montreat

Questions? Contact Nat! nat@sspres.org



― Barbara Brown Taylor

“Even WHen ligHt fades and darkness falls–as it 
does every single day, in every single life–god does not 
turn tHe World over to some otHer deity...Here is tHe 

testimony of faitH; darkness is not dark to god; tHe 
nigHt is as brigHt as tHe day.”

205 Kings Way      St. Simons Island, GA 31522      912-638-2220

St. Simons Presbyterian Church 
is a member of the Savannah 
Presbytery and the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and is a Stephen 
Ministry Congregation.

facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian instagram.com/saintsimonspreswww.sspres.org
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To Ponder Prayerfully

The Testimony of  Faith


