
Service for the Lord’s Day
St. Simons Presbyterian Church

First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021    |     10:30 am Outdoor Worship Service

Attributed to the Sussel-Washington Artist ca. 1775
Drawing of  Adam and Eve



WE GATHER TO PRAISE
Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

Welcome to outdoor worship with St. Simons Presbyterian Church. We are so glad that you are worshiping with us 
today. Please be sure to wear your mask throughout our worship time as well as silence your cell phones prior to the 
start of  worship. As always, all children are welcome in worship. Following the anthem, children ages Preschool 
(3 years) to 2nd Grade are invited to go with Children’s Ministry staff for KidZ Worship. Unfortunately, at this 
time, an on-site nursery is not available.

Welcome & Announcements Rev. Alan Dyer

Today marks the first 
Sunday in the season of 

Lent. Lasting 40-days, Lent 
is a time of prayer, fasting 

and self-examination 
in preparation for the 

celebration of the 
resurrection of the Lord 

at Easter. In the early 
church, Lent was a time 

of preparation for the 
celebration of baptism at 

the Easter Vigil. In many 
communities of faith it 

remains a time to equip 
and nurture candidates for 
baptism and confirmation 

and to reflect deeply on 
the theme of baptismal 

discipleship.

 Please stand if able.*

GAtherinG Words

One: The Lord be with you. 
ALL: And also with you.

Prelude I Give You My Heart arr. Larson
Amy Bishop, Pianist

*hymn (found on page 4)
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

ST. DENIO

Masks are required 

for all adults and 

strongly encouraged 

for  children over the 

age of two. Disposable 

masks are available at 

welcome table.

Please maintain at 

least 6 feet from others 

not in your party while 

sitting and standing.

We extend a special 

welcome to any visitors 

worshiping with us today. 

Please help us get to know 

you better by filling out the 

online friendship register 

using the QR code below 

or by  visiting sspres.org

*cAll to WorshiP Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin

One:    Happy are the people whose sins are forgiven! 

ALL:   God’s forgiveness is poured on them as a healing balm. 

One:    Happy are the people who place their trust in God. 

ALL:   God’s presence is their guide and their strength. 

One:    Come, let us worship the God who forgives and heals us. 

ALL:   Let us celebrate God’s presence with us each day.     
  AMEN.

In the name of  Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Silence for Personal Confession

Lord God, you know the ways of  good and evil. You know the things 
that tempt us and the things that give us life. You know our nakedness, 
and You know our sin. We confess that we have disobeyed Your word, 
denying Your providence and care and relying instead on our own 
cleverness. Have mercy on us, we pray: cover us with Your grace, feed 
us with the bread of  life, and re-create us more fully in Your image.

*PrAyer of confession (All)

introit  Quiet Waters Geschke
Chancel Ringers; Suzanne Morrison, Director

Today we dedicate our newest bell - a big, D3 bell - to the Glory of  God and in memory of  John and JoAnn 
Eichner. The bell and its case were generously given by Ellen Kuehm and Jane Kuehm Rolfes. We look forward to 

hearing its peal for many years to come!



*AssurAnce of PArdon

*GloriA PAtri h.W. GreAtorex

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.
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WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS

Joys And concerns of the church

PrAyers of the PeoPle And the lord’s PrAyer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Following the Anthem, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave with 
Ms. Frieda for KidZ Worship.

Beside Still Waters  StarksAnthem 
Chancel Ringers; Suzanne Morrison, Director

We are thrilled to welcome 
these new members 
today. Membership entails 
a commitment to taking 
part in the friendship 
and worship life of the 
congregation, supporting 
the church’s ministry, 
participating in the 
leadership of the church, 
and living faithfully and 
compassionately at 
home, at work, and in the 
community.

scriPture reAdinG Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of  Eden to 
work it and take care of  it. And the Lord God commanded the man, 
“You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat 
from the tree of  the knowledge of  good and evil, for when you eat 
from it you will certainly die.”

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of  the wild animals the 
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You 
must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

Anne and Hunt Brown
Mary Anna Faulk

Tim and Linda Gilsrud
Lynn Goldblatt

Jerry and Faye Hardiman
Portia and Buddy Hendrick 

Judi Kelley
Philip and Tracy Saussy

Welcome neW members



*AffirmAtion of fAith (All)
Evil is whatever works against the loving purpose of  God for human 
beings and all creation. Natural forces may have evil effects. Sinful 
human choices produce evil results. Evil may become institutionalized 
in our social structures. But we can affirm that evil is God’s enemy 
as well as ours. In Christ, God shared our agony over evil and broke 
the back of  its power by bearing the worst it could do. God works 
continually to overcome evil. In the end it will be utterly defeated. 
Therefore we have courage to endure evil, to learn from it, and 
combat it.

A Declaration of  Faith

*benediction

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

Wonderful Words of  Life arr. PethalPostlude
Amy Bishop, Pianist

Today we begin a new 
sermon series that we 

are calling “Ancestry 
DNA: Knowing Where 

We Come From.” Each 
week in the season of 

Lent, we will spend time 
tracing the DNA of our 

faith through the stories 
of some of the best (and 
least) known characters 

in the scriptures. At times, 
the people we meet and 

lessons we learn while 
climbing through that 

family tree may surprise 
us. But in exploring our 
biblical and theological 

ancestry we will also 
be inspired as we (re)

discover once more who 
and whose we are. 

PrAyer for illuminAtion

suPPort st. simons PresbyteriAn church

Ways to Give. You can give your tithes and offerings electronically 
through text messaging or Venmo. Text the code “SSPC” and send 
to the number: 73256. Or give with Venmo by scanning the QR 
code on the left or by searching for @sspres. You can also mail or 
drop off checks or cash offering to the church office anytime M-F 
from 9A-4P (205 Kings Way).

*doxoloGy (606)   old hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*offertory

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in 
the middle of  the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God 
knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.”

When the woman saw that the fruit of  the tree was good for food and 
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some 
and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and 
he ate it. Then the eyes of  both of  them were opened, and they realized 
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings 
for themselves.

sermon Rev. Alan Dyer
Ancestry DNA: “Adam and Eve”





Children
KidZ Crew (Preschool to Grade 5)
Sundays: KidZ Worship following the “Word for 
Children” during worship. (Pre K-2nd)
Wednesdays: Faith, fun, and music. 
Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.  
Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Youth
Youth Group
Sunday evenings at 6:30PM. 
Location varies week-to-week.

Annie Franklin Arvin at annie@sspres.org.

Young Adults
TGIF/Faith on Tap
Casual social gatherings for the 20s/30s/40s group. 
Location and dates vary. Kids welcome.
Ada Owens at ada@sspres.org or 638-2220. 

Spiritual Formation at St. Simons Presbyterian

Music
Choir, Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Choirs for all ages, handbells, chimes and instruments 
remain an important part of  the ministry of  St. Simons 
Presbyterian. For more information about the music 
ministry, please contact Rhonda Hambright or Suzanne 
Morrison.
  
Rhonda Hambright at rhonda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Suzanne Morrison at suzanne@sspres.org 

Discipleship
Sunday School
Begins at 9:00 AM via Zoom
Sunday School classes are available for all ages. 
Please come for breakfast and a time of  fellowship each 
week in the Britt Room prior to class.  

Britt Class (Traditional) 
Come & See  (Discussion) 

Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 10AM via Zoom
Come for lunch and Men’s Bible Study led by Alan 
Dyer every Wednesday. Visitors are always welcome.
John Matthews at jhmatthews7@comcast.net.

Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Group  
 Tuesdays at 2PM on the Veranda at SSPRES (outdoors)
Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.

Presbyterian Women (PW) Circle .
All women are invited to join a PW Circle. Circles meet 
for Bible Study each month.  
Nardis Kellar at nardisk@gmail.com or (912) 230-2254
Ginny Connors at ginnyconnors1@gmail.com or (608) 220-8481

Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care
To notify the church of  illness, hospitalization, births, 
deaths, or prayer request, contact the church office at 
912-638-2220.  If  you need pastoral care after hours 
please contact one of  our pastors.

Rev. Alan Dyer 937-623-7963
Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin 828-443-0299
Rev. Kate Buckley 912-222-1757

Mission
Manna House
(start date TBD)
Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for guests at 
“Manna House,” a local soup kitchen ministry.
Chris Pippart at cpipp109@gmail.com.
PAL Mentoring Program
Mentor children in Brunswick elementary schools as 
part of  Positive Adult Leadership (PAL) Mentoring.
Richard Hathaway at thehathaways2@comcast.net.
COVID Relief Fund
Direct assistance grants available to any resident of  
Glynn County financially impacted by the pandemic.
Annie F. Arvin at annie@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Community & Global Missions
Share God’s love with service locally and globally.  
Missions include Angel Tree Christmas Gifts, Hunger 
Action Team, and summer mission trips. 
Annie Arvin at annie@sspres.org or 638-2220.

If  You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal resident, 
or searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If  
you are interested in receiving more information about membership or the ministries of  our 
congregation, please be sure to speak with a pastor before or after today’s worship. We would 
love to get to know you better.

Safety. For the safety of  all during this pandemic, we require that all adults wear masks 
throughout worship and strongly encourage masks for all children over the age of  two. Please 
refrain from hugs, handshakes, or physical touch with other non-family members in attendance 
at today’s worship. Extras masks and hand sanitizer are available for your use at the welcome 
station tables.

If  You Are in Need of  Prayer. Please let us know how we can be praying for you 
by visiting with a pastor or staff member before or after worship, or by visiting 
sspres.org/prayer.

Sermons Online. To hear sermons online, visit www.sspres.org/sermons.



Source: Parts of today’s liturgy are adapted from
Ministry Matters and Feasting on the Word Worship 
Companion.

Bud Flower Vases Needed: The SSPRES flower 
committee is in need of more bud vases. Please drop 
them off in the office work-room at your convenience.

Sunday, February 21

8:30 am     Live Stream Worship - Online

9:00 am     Combined Sunday School - Zoom

9:00 am     Britt Class - Online

10:30 am   Outdoor Worship - Ashantilly Lawn at SSPRES

6:00 pm     Youth Gathering - Location Varies

Monday,  February 22

10:00 am   Chancel Ensemble - Location Varies

3:00 pm     Congregational Life Meeting - Zoom

Tuesday,  February 23

9:30 am     Staff Meeting - Zoom

2:00 pm      Ladies Bible Study - Veranda

7:00 pm     Island Concert - Online

Wednesday,  February 24

10:00 am   Men’s Bible Study  - Zoom

4:00 pm     Kidz Crew - Veranda

5:00 pm     Book Study: Waking Up White - Zoom

7:00 pm     Chancel Ringers - Social Hall

Thursday, February 25

10:00 am   Grief Group - Upper Room

Friday, February 26

No activities Scheduled for This Day

This Week  February 21 - 26



To Ponder Prayerfully

Toward Grace

-H. Stephen Shoemaker

“We’ve heArd the feArful PhrAse ‘fAllen from GrAce.’ but

here is God’s Good neWs: We All, you And i, the Whole humAn 
runninG rAce, hAve, by the mercy of God, fAllen toWArd GrAce.” 

205 Kings Way      St. Simons Island, GA 31522      912-638-2220

St. Simons Presbyterian Church 
is a member of the Savannah 
Presbytery and the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and is a Stephen 
Ministry Congregation.

facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian instagram.com/saintsimonspreswww.sspres.org

Rev. Alan Dyer
Pastor
alan@sspres.org

Ministers: All members of the churchSt. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

Leslie McCracken
Clerk of Session

Molly Macaulay
Chair of Deacons

Bob Harper
Treasurer

Judy Cauley
Preschool Director  
judy@sspres.org

Nat Scott
Congregational Life
nat@sspres.org

Frieda Warner
Children’s Ministry/CE
frieda@sspres.org

Madelynne Risi
BRIDGE Director 
madelynne@sspres.org

Rhonda Hambright
Music Director
rhonda@sspres.org 

 Amy Bishop
Organist
amy@sspres.org

Suzanne Morrison
Handbells
suzanne@sspres.org

Jeannine Torbert
Administrator
jeannine@sspres.org

Walter Lynn
Building Coordinator
walter@sspres.org

Ada Owens
Dir. of Communications 
ada@sspres.org

Rev. Annie Franklin Arvin
Assoc. Pastor of Youth & Mission
annie@sspres.org

Rev. Kate Buckley
Parish Associate
kate@sspres.org

Our Lenten sermon series is titled, “Ancestry DNA: Knowing 
Where We Come From.” Each week, we are spending time tracing 
the DNA of  our faith through the stories of  some of  the best (and 
least) known characters in the scriptures. At times, the people we 
meet and lessons we learn while climbing through that family 
tree may surprise us. But in exploring our biblical and theological 
ancestry we will also be inspired as we (re)discover once more 
“who” and “whose” we are. 



Tim and Linda Gilsrud
We were both born in southern Minnesota and lived there until 2007 when we moved to 
our home on Leech Lake in northern Minnesota. We earned our degrees from Mankato 
State University and lived in that community for almost 30 years. Raised as Protestant 
Christians, we raised our family in the same way. We have two married children and five 
grandchildren ranging in age from 16-22. Tim’s career was in Technology Services in the 
Minnesota State College and University System where he worked for 42 years. Linda’s 
career was in Human Resources. She spent 20 years working for a hospital and another 20 
years in city, county, and state government. We retired in 2013 and have wintered in Saint 
Simons Island since 2014. 

Lynne Goldblatt
While originally from Pittsburgh, Lynn moved to St Simons eight years ago to work for 
Rich Products. Now retired from her job as a Packaging Engineer, she is thoroughly 
enjoying life on the coast. An avid reader, Lynn is in three book clubs, earned her Life 
Master in bridge last year, and can’t wait to get back to the bridge club, where she also 
serves as a director and the club treasurer. She is an active member of  the board of  Glynn 
Visual Arts, where she sometimes teaches classes in fused glass jewelry. She loves to travel, 
with family spread from coast to coast, and hopes to visit San Francisco soon, where her 
7th grandchild is expected in April. She is looking forward to serving and worshipping at 
St Simons Presbyterian.

Hunt and Anne Brown
Originally from outside New York City, Hunt and Anne are now snowbirds from 
Dayton, OH. They have been married for 37 years with Hunt joining Anne’s family 
of  3 kids. They now enjoy their 9 grandchildren. Hunt spent his entire working life in 
the environmental field in several capacities: field biologist, lawyer, and most recently as 
university teacher. He has played racquet sports throughout his life and currently plays 
Pickleball. He also enjoys hiking, reading and traveling. He has worked with multiple 
community organizations and remains active on the Dayton Sister City Committee. Anne 
has been a teacher, Development Director for a public radio station, and most recently 
a library media specialist at an elementary school. Since retiring, she started her own 
redesign and staging business and enjoys paper crafts, reading, travel and, in her free time, 
anything to do with houses.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Mary Anna Faulk
Mary Anna is a native of  St. Simons Island and attended school at Beacon College in 
Leesburg, FL. She moved back to the island in 2019 and began working at Book-a-
Million in Brunswick, GA. In her downtime, Mary Anna enjoys writing and reading, 
which is befitting of  her job! She began visiting SSPRES in the Summer of  2020 and 
loves the atmosphere and the people here, which she admits is often hard for her to say 
as she is not outwardly a people person. Mary Anna is looking forward to becoming a 
part of  St. Simons Presbyterian Church and making new friends.



Buddy and Portia Hendrick
Buddy was born and raised in Moultrie, GA, and Portia grew up in Atlanta. They met 
their freshman year at The University of  Georgia. Buddy attended law school at UGA, 
and they got married while Buddy was still in law school. After graduation they moved 
back to Atlanta where Buddy practiced law for 35 years. They have a son, Payne, age 30.  
After years of  vacationing on St. Simons, they decided to follow their heart and made 
the island their permanent residence a year and a half  ago. Buddy is an avid sportsman 
and enjoys fishing, hunting, and clay target shooting. Portia is an artist. Together they 
have a strong passion for hiking all over the world and doing anything in the outdoors. 

Judi Kelley
Judi grew up in Clifton, New Jersey and after finishing her undergraduate degree in 
Special Education, she traveled south. She earned her master’s degree in Nashville 
and was recruited to help start a school based program for families and children with 
emotional disturbance and autism in south Georgia. She moved to Vidalia to continue 
with her passion of  working with children and families and was director of  another 
program in the state network. Judi’s daughter and son-in-law are currently living in 
Alexandria, Virginia and her son and family are a little closer, in St. Augustine.  In 2012, 
she retired and moved to St. Simons where you can find her pursuing her hobbies of  
lettering, bible journaling, reading, bullet journaling, and playing cards or visiting with 
friends.  She is hopeful to soon resume traveling and visiting art museums.  Judi looks 
forward to being a part of  the St. Simons Presbyterian congregation.

Philip and Tracy Saussy
Tracy and Philip are both natives of  South Georgia. Tracy is originally from Climax, 
GA and Philip from Waycross. They met and were married while both were working 
and living in Atlanta before eventually settling in Waycross in 1997. They have recently 
transitioned to living on Saint Simons now on a full time basis after being regular visitors 
for many years. They discovered Saint Simons Presbyterian Church nearly 20 years 
ago when they joined as Affiliate Members and have been attending frequently ever 
since.  Philip continues his work in commercial insurance with Marsh and McLennan 
while Tracy enjoys time getting settled in their new home and being re-acquainted with 
old friends and meeting new ones. They have two grown children, George and Henry.  
George lives in New York City and Henry resides near Ashville, NC.  

Jerry and Faye Hardiman
Faye and Jerry Hardiman were both born and raised in Nashville, TN and moved to SSI 
last April after 40+ years in Atlanta. They are graduates of  the University of  Tennessee in 
Knoxville, Georgia State University (Faye), and Purdue (Jerry). Jerry is a retired engineer 
and GED instructor. Faye is a retired English and ESL instructor and administrator. They 
have three married children, Nathan, Rebecca, and Abby and nine grandchildren who are 
excited about spending time with them on SSI. Faye enjoys reading, volunteering at the 
SSI Library, and working with the Hands and Hearts ministry. Jerry, a Master Gardener, 
is enjoying a smaller yard in a new climate zone, volunteering at the SSI Lighthouse, and 
taking part in several SSPC service projects. They also enjoy walking, biking, learning 
about the Georgia coast, and traveling. They first started attending the 8:30 prayer service 
on the lawn last summer and have enjoyed the outdoor services at Frederica Academy. 
They’ve appreciated the warm welcome extended to them from SSPC, the openness 
of  the Zoom Sunday School class, and the opportunity to meet SSPC members in the 
various service projects in which they’ve participated. They want to continue spiritual 
growth and service in a community of  God’s people and look forward to meeting more 
SSPC members as soon as possible.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!


