
Dear Church Family,

During these Advent days before Christmas, we make more lists than usual as we
try to remember the good things that we want to accomplish this month.
 December brings to me some of the busiest days of the year, and some of the
most beautiful quiet times that I ever experience.  I do not feel guilty about being
busy in my faith as long as my energies are directed toward things that please God
and help others.  And I cherish the quiet times that restore my soul and awaken me
to God’s presence in my life.  So please know that your pastors are praying for you
as you work at Manna House feeding the needy and shop for gifts for the poor and
write those cards to friends and loved ones who need to be remembered.  And
your pastors are hoping for you to find those quiet times of inspiration and
reflection that ground our lives in God.  

Advent is a good time to worship with your church.  Very meaningful and beautiful
services are being planned for each Lord’s Day of Advent.  The bells will be ringing
this coming Sunday, and the Chancel Choir and Chamber Orchestra will present
Vivaldi’s Gloria and carols of the season on December 18 at the 11:00 am service.
 A time of reflection and communion is happening in the chapel each Tuesday at
5:30 pm, and you are welcome to come.  Christmas morning worship on Sunday,
December 25, will be at 11:00 am only.  The traditions of Christmas continue as we
gather for Sunday School parties, congregational caroling, live nativity
presentations on the front lawn, and Christmas eve services at 5:30 and 10:00 pm.

One person who is helping us remember our Advent opportunities is our new
church employee Caroline Kittle.  We thank God for her as she continues to
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experience our church, learn our members, and use her many skills in
communication and graphic design.  My Christmas wish for you is that you visit
our very active, ever-changing website at sspres.org and enjoy all the activities of
the season. Please greet Caroline and let her know how much we appreciate her
positive spirit and creative energies!

As always, we are hoping that the giving of our church to the offering plate will be
strong during the final month of the year.  Please make sure that SSPC is on your
gift list as we keep our promises for 2016.  At the same time we are building our
financial resources to support next year’s mission budget.  Pledges for 2017 have
been strong, but there have not been enough of them yet!  We have received 169
pledges totaling $736,379, which is 65% of our projected budget. Last year we
received 208 pledges.  Thank you for remembering your church at Christmas time
and throughout the year.  

Love,  

Bob

Advent Communion Service

Every Tuesday throughout Advent

5:30 - 6:00 PM   |    Chapel

Throughout Advent, stations for engaging the
season,  including meditation on written

reflections, music, and art, and opportunities for
creative expression, will be available in the chapel.



Sign up to volunteer today!
You are invited to join SSPC in helping families build stronger foundations for the

future in our community! Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to give back this
Christmas season by registering below to volunteer on the upcoming Habitat for

Humanity workday. Every volunteer and donation makes a difference.

Saturday, December 10th
8:30 am - 2:00 pm

Meet in the back parking lot (Delegal Dr. side of church) at 8:00 to carpool or
meet at worksite (914 Cleburne St. in Brunswick).

Dress: Closed toe shoes and weather appropriate clothing. If possible, please
bring work gloves. You are also welcome to bring any of your own personal tools

however Habitat will provide all the necessary equipment.

Register Here!

Family Caroling & Soup Delivery
Join us this Sunday as we board the St. Simon's Trolley to sing carols and deliver

soup to some of our church members.  

Sunday, December 11th

Meet at the Church Kitchen Parking Lot to leave by 4:30pm.  

Please bring $5 per person.  At 6:30, we will have a light supper at the Church.

http://www.sspres.org/habitat-for-humanity-registration.html


This is a 2nd Sunday KidZ event for 3rd-5th graders. If a parent does not go with
us caroling, please pick up your child at 7:00 pm.

Come and join us for an island
Christmas tradition here at SSPC!
For over 50 years, the youth and

children of our church have brought
to life the true meaning of Christmas
by reenacting the Christmas story on

the front lawn with music and live
animals! Enter into the spirit of

Christmas with us at this event that
we look forward to each year! 

Fri & Sat, December 16th & 17th
6:00 pm and 7:00 pm
Church Front Lawn

Third Day of Christmas Party
Adults of SSPC! Do you ever experience the post-Christmas blahs? This year you

don't have to! On the third day of Christmas, come to the Britt Room for a fun
evening of warm fellowship, great food and a festive atmosphere. This event, put
on by the "Try Something New" team, is sure to put a smile on your face! Invite

family, friends, neighbors, or guests! All are welcome!

Tuesday, December 27th

6:00-9:00 pm

Britt Room

$15.00 per person paid to church office
by December 23rd

For more details visit our website or contact
Nat Scott at nat@sspres.org.

http://www.sspres.org/events.html


Register Here!

The Week Ahead
Sunday, December 11

  8:45 am  -  Early Worship - Sanctuary

http://www.sspres.org/third-day-of-christmas-party.html
http://www.sspres.org/calendar.html


  9:30 am  -  Breakfast - Social Hall

  9:45 am  -  Hope Hall Open

10:00 am  -  Room for Christmas Program - Social Hall

11:00 am  -  Worship - Sanctuary

  4:00 pm  -  Caroling & Soup Delivery - Meet in Kitchen Parking Lot

  5:00 pm  -  Marsh's Edge Worship

  5:00 pm  -  Britt Class Party - Kay Benson's Home   

Monday, December 12

  9:00 am  -   2 Year Old Preschool Program - Social Hall

12:00 pm  -   Men's Noon Day Bible Study - Britt Room  

  5:00 pm  -   Women's Book Club - Youth Suite

  6:00 pm  -   Ladies of the Night Circle Dinner - Coco Bujold's Home

  8:00 pm  -   Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room

  8:00 pm  -   AA Meeting - Britt Room

Tuesday, December 13

  9:00 am  -   3 & 4 Year Old Preschool Program - Social Hall

  5:30 pm  -   Advent Communion Service - Chapel

  5:30 pm  -   Joint Diaconate/Session Meeting - Britt Room

Wednesday, December 14

  6:30 pm  -   Chancel Ringers - Bell Room

  7:00 pm  -   Chancel Choir - Choir Room

Thursday, December 15

  7:15 am  -   Men's Breakfast Bible Study - Britt Room

10:00 am  -   Ladies Bible Study - Upper Room

  4:00 pm  -   Yoga - Youth Suite

  5:30 pm  -   Youth Adult Christmas Party - Dyer Home

  5:30 pm  -   Stephen Ministry Christmas Party - Beth Evans Home



  8:00 pm  -   Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room

  8:00 pm  -   AA Meeting - Britt Room

Friday, December 16

10:00 am   -  Book Discussion and Prayer - Beth Evans Home

  6:00 pm   -  Adult Choirs Christmas Party - Grey Owl Inn

6:00 & 7:00 pm  -  Live Nativity - Front Lawn

Saturday, December 17

6:00 & 7:00 pm  -  Live Nativity - Front Lawn 

More Information About Upcoming Events

Prayers & Thanksgivings

A Note of Thanks for a Great PW Christmas Luncheon:

Thank you to all who were able to attend the 2016 Christmas Luncheon. A special
thank you to the Lunch Bunch Circle members and their leaders, Nora Sue
Spencer and Karen Bair who coordinated and provided the lunch. Thank you to the
Circle of Esther members who graciously donated their personal Christmas
mementos for our table decorations. Thank you to Judy Cauley and the St Simons
Presbyterian Preschool Singers accompanied by Mary Ann Brearley for the
memorable Christmas program! Thank you to Leslie McCracken for program

Click here for the Weekly Prayer & Meditation 

http://www.sspres.org/habitat-for-humanity-registration.html
http://www.sspres.org/events.html
http://www.sspres.org/stewardship.html
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=3


design and execution. Thank you to Barbara Dieterman for memorializing the event
by taking photos. And last but not least, a thank you to Nat Scott and his
handsome servers. We are proud to announce that the 2016 PW Honorary Life
Members are Mary Gash and Susan Hartman. Together and separately they have
served our Lord and served this congregation making a lasting impact on all of us!

-Nancy Harper and Alison Schueneman,  PW co leaders

KEEP A LOOK OUT IN NEXT WEEK'S NEWSLETTER AND ON THE WEBSITE FOR
PHOTOS OF THIS EVENT!

Thank you to our Manna House volunteers!

We extend our gratitude to the volunteers who dedicated their time and service to
Manna House this month. Together we served over 160 people!

Martha Martin, Chris Pippart, Phil Reiner, Gail Wolflick, Tod Welsh, Karen Hollen,
Martha Collette, Kathy Cathey, Gail Ledbetter, Mary Bowie, Buddy Jones, Anne
Marie Stirewalt, Ken Winter, Matt Hodgdon, Bill Luechel, Rodger Schonuku, Ed
Adams, Frances McCrary, Lynda Bisher, Evelyn Butler, Jerry Spencer, and Bob
Brearley. 

Thank you to our Worship Music Ministry Team!

A special thanks to our Worship & Music Ministry Team for setting up the
decorations around our church this past Saturday. They dedicated their time to
create the Christmas atmosphere around us that we will enjoy throughout this
season!

A Note from Nancy Matthews:

Dear SSPC family: I don't know where to begin to tell you what your inquiries,
prayers, meals, and well wishes have meant to me over the last two and a half
years of my "adventures" with my knee. I am totally convinced God heard each
and every one of you and as a result He kept  my spirits and healing progressing
throughout that time.  This is truly what being part of the body of Christ is all
about. Thank you and thank God!

Nancy

Worship This Sunday
3rd Sunday of Advent



Isaiah 35:1-10  |  Luke 1:39-56  Scripture

Hymns 630: Fairest Lord Jesus

611: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

Preacher Rev. Bob Brearley

Musical Notes
Each week on Wednesdays, we welcome nearly 40 children on our playground.
 Fellowship, snacks, activities, devotions, and choir are a part of this two hour
afternoon time at St. Simons Presbyterian.   We have children that attend from
other churches, as well.  Combining music and activities has been very appealing
to the children and their parents.  We have many volunteers that help in all the
ways that you need help with children.  This allows the music ministry to have a
graded choir program.  We have been working on a simple musical for Christmas
this year.  Many thanks to all of those that help this happen on Wednesdays.  

On Sunday, during Sunday School time, the Children’s Choirs will present

Room for Christmas by Mark Burrows.

Here’s a synopsis of the play:  It’s the week before the church Christmas pageant
and the cast of children is determined to bring new life to the Christmas story.  But
with a bossy angel, wise-cracking shepherds, unruly sheep and know-it-all
wisemen, will the pageant be a complete flop?  Or will the children discover the
true joy and wonder of Christmas by making room for what really matters?

So, grab a cup of coffee and a donut and make Room for Christmas in the
Social Hall at 10:00 am on December 11th.  

At the 11:00 am worship service, our Chancel Ringers, under the direction of
Suzanne Morrison, will be ringing in Christmas with familiar carols throughout the
service.  Also featured at both services is a piano/organ duet with Beverly Fetter
and Amy Bishop, Mary Did You Know?  Special thanks to Beverly Fetter for
offering her piano skills this past Sunday and for filling in for Amy during next
week’s early service while the children get ready for the play.  

Hymns for Sunday:  630 Fairest Lord Jesus and 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

Love & Gratitude,

Rhonda

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2035
https://static-promote.weebly.com/share/4ee708f4-090f-47a0-beaf-72cf4532fe86
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39-56


P. S.  Thanks to all who helped move the children’s choir rehearsal to Benton
House this Wednesday.  A good time of fellowship was had by ALL!   

Place your Poinsettia order this Sunday! 
 Envelopes will be in the bulletin this Sunday to order poinsettias “in memory of" or

“in honor of” loved ones.  

The cost is $12.00 per poinsettia.

Please place envelope with check or cash in the offering plate this Sunday.

This is the last opportunity to order poinsettias!

Also- You may now sign up for Chancel flowers for 2017! The sign up sheet is
located on the Memorial Garden Hallway!

St. Simons Presbyterian Church / 205 Kings Way / (912) 638-2220

http://www.sspres.org/index.html
http://www.sspres.org/index.html
https://static-promote.weebly.com/share/4ee708f4-090f-47a0-beaf-72cf4532fe86
https://static-promote.weebly.com/share/4ee708f4-090f-47a0-beaf-72cf4532fe86


MADE WITH 

https://promote.weebly.com/

