
Dear Church Family,

Advent can be a bit of a puzzle. It is described as a time of preparation, an
expectant, prayerful waiting for Christmas, the birth of the Christ child. Puzzling,
because what does it mean to prepare for something that has already happened?
The reading for the first Sunday of Advent each year reminds us that as people of
faith we also wait for the second coming of Christ. As the people of Israel waited
for generation after generation after generation for God’s promised Messiah, so we
wait for the time when Christ will return, when at last God’s dream for the world
will be fulfilled. God has promised this new heaven and new earth. For most of us,
I expect it is difficult to sense much excitement or urgency around this. The “first
coming” is  perhaps too familiar, even romanticized; the “second coming” seems
too far off for  preparation to make much sense.

The hyphen on a tombstone between the date of birth and the date of death has
been described as the most significant symbol, holding the  most meaning.
Perhaps that insight can help us live into the Mystery of Advent’s waiting and
preparing to welcome Christ. We can speak of the two comings of Christ as “book-
end promises” that hold and shape our lives in the in-between times – our “hyphen
times”. It is here, in ordinary, daily time, that we can experience through the Spirit
the never-absent, living presence of Christ in our midst. It is not that Christ comes
and goes; it is our conscious awareness of Christ’s presence that comes and goes.
This coming to consciousness on our part is the work of Advent’s waiting and
preparation. It is a time of prayer and worship and service when we learn to live
ever more fully, and with increasing conscious awareness,  in the Holy Presence.
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It is not necessary to pray, as we so often do, for Christ to be with us or with those
we love, to be with the leaders of nations or victims of natural disasters, to be with
the poor, the hungry, those without shelter,  etc. That prayer has already been
answered for all time. We do not need to summon Christ’s presence; Christ is
already here. We do need to pray to our Triune God our desire and consent for
eyes to see that Presence in everyone, everywhere, at all times, and that we be
given the faith to know that  kind of awareness is possible.

Advent blessings in Christ,

Jann Briscoe

Advent Communion Service

Every Tuesday throughout Advent

5:30 - 6:00 PM   |    Chapel

Throughout Advent, stations for engaging the
season,  including meditation on written

reflections, music, and art, and opportunities for
creative expression, will be available in the chapel.

Volunteer Day!



Every volunteer and donation makes a
difference. Join SSPC to help families

build stronger foundations for the
future in our community! Invite your

family, friends, and neighbors to give
back this Christmas season!

Saturday, December 10th

Meet here at SSPC at 8:30 AM!

Register Here!

PW Christmas Luncheon
Wednesday, December 7th   |   Social Hall

Doors Open at 11:30!

Please arrive before noon as the doors
will respectfully close for the program to

begin at noon!

Third Day of Christmas Party
Adults of SSPC! Do you ever experience the post-Christmas blahs? This year you

don't have to! On the third day of Christmas, come to the Britt Room for a fun
evening of warm fellowship, great food and a festive atmosphere. This event, put
on by the "Try Something New" team, is sure to put a smile on your face! Invite

family, friends, neighbors, or guests! All are welcome!

Tuesday, December 27th

6:00-9:00 pm

Britt Room

$15.00 per person paid to church office

http://www.sspres.org/habitat-for-humanity-registration.html


Register Here!

by December 23rd

For more details visit our website or contact
Nat Scott at nat@sspres.org.

The Week Ahead
Saturday, December 3

  9:00 am   Worship & Music Ministry Team meet to decorate church.

  3:00 pm   Memorial Service for Mildred Ross - Magnolia Manor

Sunday, December 4 (Communion Sunday)

  8:45 am     Early Worship - Sanctuary

  9:30 am     Breakfast - Social Hall

  9:45 am     Sunday School 

  9:45 am     Hope Hall Open

11:00 am     Worship - Sanctuary

  6:00 pm    Youth Progressive Supper - Beginning at Johnson Home

  8:00 pm     Handel's Messiah - Wesley United Methodist Church

Monday, December 5

  9:30 am     Manna House - 1408 G. Street Brunswick, GA 

12:00 pm     Men's Noon Day Bible Study - Britt Room  

  8:00 pm     Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room

http://www.sspres.org/third-day-of-christmas-party.html
http://www.sspres.org/calendar.html
http://www.sspres.org/events.html


  8:00 pm     AA Meeting - Britt Room

Tuesday, December 6

  4:00 pm     Angel Tree Gifts & Donations Due

  5:30 pm     Advent Communion Service - Chapel

Wednesday, December 7

11:30 am     PW Christmas Luncheon - Social Hall

  4:00 pm     KidZ Choirs Mission Trip to Benton House

  6:30 pm     Chancel Ringers - Bell Room

  7:00 pm     Chancel Choir - Choir Room

Thursday, December 8

  7:15 am     Men's Breakfast Bible Study - Britt Room

10:00 am     Ladies Bible Study & Lunch - Oak Forest

  1:00 pm     Grief Counseling - John Law Room

  4:00 pm     Yoga - Youth Suite

  8:00 pm     Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room

  8:00 pm     AA Meeting - Britt Room   .

Friday, December 9

10:00 am     Book Discussion and Prayer - Jann's Office

Saturday, December 10

  8:30 am     Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Build - Meet at SSPC

More Information About Upcoming Events



Prayers & Thanksgivings

Christian Sympathy:

We extend Christian sympathy to Marj Smith and family upon the death of her
husband and church member, Roy Smith. Roy entered into rest on Thanksgiving
morning. A memorial service is scheduled for Saturday, December 10th at
11:00am here at St. Simons Presbyterian Church with a reception to follow. 

Christian sympathy is extended to Doris Hewell and family upon the death of her
husband and church member, Jimmy Hewell. Jimmy died at Hospice of Golden
Isles on Tuesday, November 29. A private funeral for the family has been planned.

A memorial service for Mildred Ross, who passed away earlier last month, has
been scheduled for this Saturday, December 3rd at 3:00pm at Magnolia Manor. 

Click here for the Weekly Prayer & Meditation 

Worship This Sunday
2nd Sunday of Advent (Communion Sunday)

Isaiah 11:1-10  |  Romans 15:4-13 Scripture

Hymns 106: Prepare the Way, O Zion

104: O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

Preacher Rev. Alan Dyer

http://www.sspres.org/parents-night-out-registration.html
http://www.sspres.org/manna-house-volunteer.html
http://www.sspres.org/stewardship-pledge.html
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=2
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2011:1-10
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2015:4-13


Musical Notes
The Children’s Choirs have been working hard on our musical, Room for
Christmas, which will be presented at 10:00 am in the Social Hall on Sunday,
December 11.  We are going to take our rehearsal to Benton House on Wednesday,
December 7th.  The rehearsal will start at 4:15 and last about 30-45 minutes. 
Parents and Grandparents, please watch for the emails and newsletters about this
change of venue and time.  Afterwards, we will go to Chick-fil-a on St. Simons for
dinner and fellowship.  Please offer prayers and support for our musical mission
trip! 

Several of our Chancel Choir members will be participating in the Messiah
performance at Wesley United Methodist Church this weekend.  Tom and Brenda
Haughney, Richard Hathaway, Bob Reid, Al and Joyce Ledingham, Esther Maloof,
Harlan Hambright, and I will be there – please come and support this long-time
community event.  Saturday, December 3 at 3:00 pm and Sunday, December 4 at
8:00 pm.

This Sunday, the Chancel Choir will offer an anthem by Joseph M. Martin – Prepare
the Way.  Hymns for Sunday:  106 Prepare the Way, O Zion; 104 O Lord, How Shall
I Meet You; and 160 A Stable Lamp is Lighted (Communion Hymn).

Love & Gratitude,

Rhonda

Place your Poinsettia order this Sunday! 
 Envelopes will be in the bulletin this Sunday to order poinsettias “in memory of" or

“in honor of” loved ones.  

The cost is $12.00 per poinsettia.



MADE WITH 

Please place envelope with check or cash in the offering plate this Sunday.

St. Simons Presbyterian Church / 205 Kings Way / (912) 638-2220

https://promote.weebly.com/
http://www.sspres.org/index.html
http://www.sspres.org/index.html
https://static-promote.weebly.com/share/60ba2236-82ea-4cd7-ab04-1da0860ac363
https://static-promote.weebly.com/share/60ba2236-82ea-4cd7-ab04-1da0860ac363

