
Dear Church Family,

Gratitude is the name of the game lately. What are you grateful for? Cooler
temperatures, ample sunshine, and a vibrant church community are certainly at the
top of my list. The latter was on display this past Sunday as we stood during
worship to bring forward our pledges of support towards another year of ministry
at St. Simons Presbyterian Church. In case you were wondering, the act of
standing and bringing our pledges forward to the communion table was very much
intentional. Yes, we are bringing to the front a piece of paper indicating our level of
financial support for the year ahead, but more importantly we are literally bringing
forward our bodies – our very lives – as an act of dedication to the mission and
ministry of God in this place. What would the world look like, I wonder, if we
treated everyday and every interaction with that same mindset of our very lives
being an offering to God?

We are grateful for a strong response to our Stewardship Season so far. To date,
we have received 134 pledges totaling $625,341, which is about 55% of our 2017
mission budget of $1,142,900. This is a great start but please remember that we
will continue receiving pledges through the end of the year with the goal of
receiving at least 250 total pledges totaling 75% of the budget. If you have not
done so already, we hope you will prayerfully consider making a pledge. You can
do so online at sspres.org/stewardship-pledge or by turning in a pledge card to
the church office at any time. During this time of grateful giving, let us all continue
to pray the words of Walter Brueggemann’s prayer Giver of All Good Gifts, which
have served as our Stewardship Season theme: “Lord, feed us till we want no
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more!”

A final note on the topic of gratitude must also include the upcoming 44th Annual
Thanksgiving Pancake Breakfast. Started in 1972, this wonderful tradition is led
by the men of the church who rise early each Thanksgiving morning to cook a
hearty breakfast that is free for all to enjoy. This is an event our church and wider
community look forward to each year, and we hope YOU will join us once again
next Thursday. Breakfast will be served from 7:30-9:30AM. Please bring yourself,
your family, your neighbors, and anyone else you run into along the way – all are
welcome! As always, we are deeply grateful to the Jim Bishop Family for not only
organizing the breakfast each year but also underwriting the costs so that is free to
all.

Gratefully,

Alan

Community Thanksgiving Service

SSI's annual Community Thanksgiving Service will be
held this Sunday, November 20th at Wesley United

Methodist at Fredrica at 4:00 PM.

Come and worship alongside your Christian
neighbors as we give glory and gratitude to God
for our beautiful home we share here together!  

Youth will dine out together at Outback following the
service. Those youth attending are to bring $10.00

and if you need ride, meet here at SSPC at 3:30 PM.

Thanksgiving Pancake Breakfast!
All are welcome to attend this community
event! Invite your family, neighbors, and
friends to dine together on this day we
give thanks to God for each other.

Thanksgiving Day



Thursday, November 24th

7:30-9:30 am   |   Social Hall

SANTA CLAUS EXPRESS

DROP-OFF DEADLINE: NOVEMBER 30!

Each year Presbyterian Women celebrate the
holidays with residents of the health services

centers at Presbyterian Homes, Quitman,
Presbyterian Village, Austell, and our residents

at Swainsboro Presbyterian
Apartments. Whether carefully selected from a

store or made lovingly by hand, the gifts
donated remind our residents of the joys of the

holidays. Click the link below for a list of
suggested gift items!

Suggested Gift Items
Download File

PW Christmas Luncheon
Wednesday, December 7th | 12:00 noon

$10.00 reservations

Payment for this event will serve as your
registration. Please deliver to the church office

https://content-promote.weebly.com/57793339/b9796860918ef681276b82bd4343a224/Suggested_Gift_Items.pdf
https://content-promote.weebly.com/57793339/b9796860918ef681276b82bd4343a224/Suggested_Gift_Items.pdf


or place in Sunday's offertory with specific
intention for this event. 

The Week Ahead
Sunday, November 20 

  8:45 am    Early Worship - Sanctuary

  9:30 am    Breakfast - Social Hall

  9:45 am    Sunday School 

11:00 am    Worship - Sanctuary

  3:30 pm    Magnolia Manor Worship

  4:00 pm    Community Thanksgiving Service at Wesley UMC      
 * Youth will eat at Outback following the service. Those going will
need to meet at the church at 3:30.

Monday, November 21

* Preschool out all week

  8:00 pm    Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room

  8:00 pm    AA Meeting - Youth Suite

Thursday, November 24 (Thanksgiving Day)

  7:30 am    Thanksgiving Breakfast - Social Hall

  8:00 pm    Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room

  8:00 pm    AA Meeting - Youth Suite   

*Church office closed.

http://www.sspres.org/calendar.html
http://www.sspres.org/pw-circles-2nd-week.html


Church Calendar Week of November 20th.pdf
Download File

Friday, November 25

*Church office closed.

More Information About Upcoming Events

Prayers & Thanksgivings

Thank you to all of our newly elected church officers!

ELDER: John Dieterman, Jack Hartman, Anna Henry, Leslie McCracken, Carol
Snyder, Leigh Truett, Charlotte Zell, & Bob Killian*

DEACON: Karen Bair, Sandi Goeldner, Wells Kilgore, Laurie Longley, Molly
Macaulay, Ada Owens, Ron Shafer, & Emma Hidalgo*

TRUSTEE: Claude Booker

*1 year term to complete and unexpired term.

Click here for the Weekly Prayer & Meditation 

https://content-promote.weebly.com/57793339/02983d01880c586a327f65512453bda0/Church_Calendar_Week_of_November_20th.pdf
https://content-promote.weebly.com/57793339/02983d01880c586a327f65512453bda0/Church_Calendar_Week_of_November_20th.pdf
http://www.sspres.org/christmas-giving.html
http://www.sspres.org/events.html
http://www.sspres.org/stewardship-pledge.html
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=290


Thank you to our youth for all their hard work packing boxes for Hunger Action!



Walking Tour Photos!
Thank you for all that came out to support this event! We had an amazing time
exploring the history within the walls of these historic Savannah churches. Stay

tuned for more photos of this event to be posted to our website! 



Worship This Sunday
Reign of Christ Sunday

Psalm 46  |  Colossians 1:11-20Scripture

Hymns 367: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

804: Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!

Preacher Rev. Bob Brearley

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2046
https://static-promote.weebly.com/share/a31b9460-7ca9-49de-aae4-ccc486e73754
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201:11-20


Musical Notes
The Chancel Choir and all of our instrumentalists continue to be faithful each
Sunday, bringing us inspiration not only musically, but showing us their
commitment.  I am so thankful for their presence each Sunday.  This Sunday, My
Eternal King by Jane Marshall will be sung.  There are a few interludes in this piece
that will feature our faithful organist, Amy Bishop.  The words to the anthem
convey our thanks to God and singing praise in love.  

Here are the words to the anthem:

My God, I love Thee;  not because I hope for heav’n thereby, nor yet because who
love Thee not must die eternally.  

Thou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me upon the cross embrace; for me didst bear the
nails, the nails and spear, and manifold disgrace.  

Why, then why, O blessed Jesus Christ, should I not love Thee well? Not for the
hope of winning heav’n, or of escaping hell;

Not with the hope of gaining aught, not seeking a reward; but as Thyself hast loved
me, O ever-loving Lord!

E’en so I love Thee, and will love, and in Thy praise will sing; solely because Thou
art my God, and my Eternal King.

-The text of the piece is based on a 17th century Latin prayer/poem of response to
the work of Christ on the cross, translated into English by Rev. Edward Caswell
(1814-1878).

With much love and gratitude,

Rhonda

P. S.  Chancel Choir members singing in the Community Thanksgiving service:  Call
is 2:45 at Wesley UMC; bring folders and choir robes.  

St. Simons Presbyterian Church / 205 Kings Way / (912) 638-2220

http://www.sspres.org/index.html
http://www.sspres.org/index.html


MADE WITH 
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