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Dear Church Family, 

Hurricane Matthew came churning up the coast of Florida, and before we knew it,
our world starting spinning around, too!  Mary Ann and I were heading home from
Montreat, North Carolina, and we were told to stay right where we were in
Columbia, South Carolina.  But for many of our church members, we battened
down the hatches of our homes, loaded our cars with our most important
keepsakes and kinfolk, and headed off the coast.  Some landed as close as the
other side of the county, and some travelled as far as Chattanooga and beyond.

Then, when the coast was clear, we returned home to a coast that was not so
clear.  Some low-lying areas had flooded, and many trees brought down power
lines and blocked our streets and driveways.  We are very thankful to the
emergency crews who worked so hard to clear the way for our return to our homes
and to our church.  Many of us located our chainsaws and rakes and helped our
neighbors restore some order to their yards.  All of us struggled to find normalcy
again after the disturbances of the storm.  

It was helpful to many of us to be able to return to church this past Sunday and to
be with our friends at worship and Sunday School.  We held hands as we prayed,
we sang hymns together, and we hugged one another to celebrate that we were
home in our faith again.  After worship, we shared a meal together as we enjoyed a
delicious low country boil and spoke our thanksgivings to one another for the
shared life of faith.  We thank Doug Harris, our caterer, for his willingness to



prepare this meal for us so soon after the storm.

Now our church will resume its mission and continue all the challenges of
discipleship for Christ is this world.  Now is a great time to renew your
commitment to the joys we share at church.  We just remembered how much we
need one another, and we are thankful.

Our journey has some important things ahead of us.  We are approaching
stewardship season where we ask all of us to commit monies and time and talent
to the 2017 mission budget of our church.  Soon we will be electing elders,
deacons, and a trustee to lead our congregation in the years ahead.  Please pray
as we accomplish these tasks that our church might continue its strong witness for
Jesus Christ.  I am excited about the future of our church.  I cannot wait to see
what God will do with us next!

Please note a special opportunity that we will have on Sunday, October 30, to
thank a staff member of our church as she completes her time of service here.
 Melanie Barger has worked for nearly a decade in our office as an assistant
church administrator and then as a graphic designer developing our church
bulletin, our website, and all forms of communication. We will host a reception in
her honor at noon on October 30, and we will thank her for the many ways she has
helped us be the church.  We plan to present her with a love offering at this
reception.  If you would like to contribute, please mail or bring your love offering to
the church office.

As we continue to recover from the storm, please let us know how the church can
be of help to you.  

Love,

Bob



Contact Frieda Warner for more details at frieda@sspres.org.

Great-Fall Gathering next Wednesday!

FALL IS IN THE AIR! Everyone is
welcome at this year's Great-Fall
Gathering! Weather permitting, this
family fun event will take place on the
front lawn of the church. We will have
bounce houses, a parade of
costumes, a cakewalk, popcorn &
candy, a chili cookoff with prizes,
supper, & a "Spooky" fun movie.

Wednesday
October 26th
On the lawn
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm

This year we are collecting food donations to benefit the Sparrow's Nest!
Bring one or more of the following items as your ticket for admission:

Boxed Cereal, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Soup, Canned Fruit, & Canned Meat

mailto:frieda@sspres.org
http://www.sspres.org/events.html


Please bring bags of candy by this Sunday (23rd) and place in the bins in the
back hallway. Also, we encourage all to participate in the Chili cookoff! Come
and prove that your recipe is the best!

                     Please contact Nat Scott for details at nat@sspres.org.

Welcome Caroline Kittle!

Greetings St. Simons Presbyterian
Church! My name is Caroline Kittle
and I just wanted to take a small
portion of space to introduce myself. I
am so excited to be a new addition to
the staff here as your Communications
Coordinator. Even after only being
here a very short time, I already feel
like a part of the family. Everyone has
welcomed me with such warmth and
graciousness and I hope to get to
know each and every member of the
congregation in the coming weeks. 

As a new believer, I am amazed every
day of the continual grace and
unfathomable beauty of God all
around me. I see God everywhere,
especially in places I never thought to
look for Him, and it fills me with
overwhelming joy and serenity that
can only come from a relationship
with Jesus Christ. I want to help
spread this gift that was so freely
given to me and I feel confident that
God has brought me here to your

church for a reason such as that. My door is always open and please feel free to
contact me anytime! caroline@sspres.org 

Many blessings,

Caroline          

mailto:nat@sspres.org
https://static-promote.weebly.com/share/894a533e-4510-461d-a0a8-198163b73071


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Etzh_znWHnM
Band: Housefires   Song:"On and On"

PS- Below is a link to a song by one of my favorite Christian bands. This group is
the house band for my brother's church in Atlanta. I love sharing music and am
feeling called to pass this one along to you. I hope it speaks to you the way it
speaks to me. Have a great week SSPC!             

The Week Ahead
Sunday, October 23 (Children's Sunday)

  8:45 am    Early Worship - Sanctuary

  9:30 am    Breakfast - Fellowship Hall

  9:45 am    Sunday School 

11:00 am    Worship - Sanctuary

  5:00 pm    Youth Ensemble - Music Attic

  6:00 pm    Youth Supper & Activities - Youth Suite

Monday, October 24

12:00 pm    Men’s Noon Day Bible Study - Youth Suite

  5:00 pm    Sanctuary Task Force - Upper Room

  8:00 pm    Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Conference Room

  8:00 pm    AA Meeting - Youth Suite

Tuesday, October 25

  7:00 am    Youth Devotion - SSI Chick-fil-a

Wednesday, October 26

  4:00 pm    KidZ Programs - Playground Veranda

  5:00 pm    Great-Fall Gathering - Front Lawn

  6:30 pm    Chancel Ringers - Bell Room

  7:00 pm    Chancel Choir - Choir Room

Thursday, October 27

http://www.sspres.org/calendar.html
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  7:00 am    Gathering Place Devotion - Youth Suite

  7:15 am    Men’s Breakfast Bible Study - Britt Room 

10:00 am    Ladies Bible Study - Upper Room

  4:00 pm    Yoga - Youth Suite

  8:00 pm    Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Conference Room

  8:00 pm    AA Meeting - Youth Suite

Friday, October 28

10:00 am    Book Discussion & Prayer - Jann’s Office

More Information About Upcoming Events

Prayers & Thanksgivings
Prayer & Meditation  for the Week  
Christian Sympathy:

Christian sympathy is extended to Virginia Sandt and family at the death of her
husband Lee Sandt. Internment of ashes will be held 11:00 am Thursday (20th) in

https://content-promote.weebly.com/57793339/045b32180684d9dc79e3212310789077/Church_Calendar_Week_of_October_23rd.pdf
https://content-promote.weebly.com/57793339/045b32180684d9dc79e3212310789077/Church_Calendar_Week_of_October_23rd.pdf
http://www.sspres.org/events.html
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=285


the SSPC Memorial Garden.

Christian sympathy is extended to Elaine Ross and family at the death of her
mother and church member Mildred Ross who died on Sunday, October 16th. A
service was held in Eastman, GA at the Daniels Baptist Church. 

Christian Celebration: 

Congratulations to Millard and Frances Allen on the birth of their new great-
grandson, Shepard Isaiah Kirkman, born October 18th in Texas! 

Thanksgivings:

I want to thank all the SSPC Volunteers who reached out to help others after
Hurricane Matthew. Thursday morning Bob, Walter, Anne, Mike and Bryan showed
up at my home - with chainsaws! For the next 3 hours I saw "the Hands & Feet
of Christ" at work in my yard removing two massive limbs. I, like everyone
who received assistance, will be forever grateful.

Blessings & Peace,

Leslie McCracken



A special thanks to all of those who volunteered last week assisting in the clean up
after the hurricane! 

Bryan Neill, Anne Aspinwall, Mike Aspinwall, Mary Tipton, Pat Heran, Coco Bujold,
Jackson Warner, Frieda Warner, Walter Lynn, Bob Brearley, Mary Bryson, Sandy
Kilgore, Sean Hidalgo, Rich Goeldner, Ada Owens, Brenda Haughney, Jacob
Torbert, Sarah Grace Torbert, Rhonda Hambright, Lisa Fowler, Derek Fowler, Jann
Briscoe, Susan Mower, Alan Dyer, and Nat Scott!





Worship This Sunday
Children's Worship Sunday

Psalm 148   |  Luke 2: 41-52 Scripture

Hymns 19: God of Great and God of Small

188: Jesus Loves Me!

Anthem The Lord is My Strength and My Song

Seraphim and Kingdom KidZ Choirs

Preacher Rev. Alan Dyer

Musical Notes
One of the greatest joys that I experience is working with the children of this
church.  They can brighten up the gloomiest day with their humor, energy, and
creative ideas.  You will be blessed this Sunday at 11:00 am by their strong
worship leadership.  Frieda Warner and I worked with them on Sunday evening and
were amazed at the comfort level of these children standing behind the lectern and
reading scripture, responsive readings, and prayers.   We have missed lots of
rehearsal due to the hurricane evacuation and aftermath, but we will be making up

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20148
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+2%3A41-52&version=NIV


for that in one week!  The hymns for this Sunday are:  19 God of Great and God of
Small and 188 Jesus Loves Me!  The Kingdom KidZ Chimes are playing, all of the
graded choirs are singing including the preschool choir (Cherub).  We will even
have a Word for Adults!  

Children of all ages (Pre-K through 5th grade) are asked to meet at 9:45 in the
sanctuary on Sunday morning to practice.  

It was an interesting evacuation week to say the least – for many, as I am hearing
stories of family reunions and other adventures.  Many of us spent time in Athens
or nearby.  There was even a day that the Hambrights and the Scotts had lunch
together.  On the Sunday we were not on the island, I sang alto in the Chancel
Choir at my mother’s church, Bethlehem First United Methodist.  Our organist,
Amy Bishop, and her family moved an entire wedding that was planned for
October 8th from Brunswick to Lake Lanier in North Georgia.  Congratulations to
her son, Hampton, and his new bride, Shelbie.  

In any case, the Chancel Choir was really happy to be singing together once again!
 We are starting practice on our Christmas music, so join us for a short time if you
can’t sing all year.  Rehearsals are at 7:00 pm on Wednesday nights.  The service
will be on December 18th.    

Vocal Tip for the Week:  Sing Every Day!  

Love & Gratitude,

Rhonda

P. S.  PARENTS OF PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADERS - CHILDREN’S SUNDAY
THIS WEEK – MEET IN THE SANCTUARY ON SUNDAY AT 9:45 AM TO
REHEARSE.    

WOW Supper Menu (Oct. 26)
Join us for dinner at the Great-Fall Gathering this evening! Bring your family chili
recipe to enter into our chili cookoff! Come and prove that yours is the best! Don't
forget to bring your chairs and blankets!



MADE WITH 
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