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Dear Church Family,

Over the long weekend, Erin, Sam, and I traveled to her
home place of Southwest Virginia to visit with her
grandmother, Peggy. Peggy suffers from dementia and
lives in a wonderful memory care community in Roanoke.
Each day we would visit with Peggy for a while, usually
walking around the inside hallways and outdoor paths.
The best part of these visits was watching Sam interact
with his great-grandmother who he calls “Nana.” Each
visit he insisted on taking Nana’s hand and gently
guiding her through the hallways, which naturally
delighted her as she got to show him off to all the other
residents.

Now I realize I have been talking about Sam a good bit
lately in my preaching and teaching. Maybe every pastor
does that as their first child begins the miraculous journey of gaining language and
independence – or maybe it’s just me? Regardless, I promise to take my foot off the
pedal at some point, however, the genuinely unprejudiced love of a young child just
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contains too much gospel to ignore. This latest “Sam lesson,” I believe, embodies
the love Christ intends for us to all have for one another. In times as divisive as these
when it seems like there is so much to be fearful of, it is a prompt that requires us to
consider the ways we are interacting with others. Are we pushing those who are
different away or are we following the example of Christ by relating to others in a
manner that acknowledges that we are all on the journey together?  

As we all consider that call of discipleship, take some time to enjoy this week’s
newsletter. There is lots of good ministry happening at St. Simons Presbyterian
Church and we invite you to enjoy your church. In particular, I hope you will make a
special effort to join us this Sunday for a report from the Sanctuary Renovation
Taskforce and congregational meeting during the Sunday School hour. Bob wrote
extensively about the good work of that group in last week’s newsletter and they are
excited to share their plans with the congregation!

Peace,

Alan

Sanctuary Taskforce Report &
Congregational Meeting

The Session has called a congregational meeting
for Sunday, January 22, during the Sunday
School hour at 9:45 am in the Social Hall for the
purpose of hearing a report from the sanctuary
task force and electing a capital campaign
committee to lead us in raising money for a future
renovation. The Sanctuary Renovation Taskforce
will share with our congregation how they have
used what we have learned to plan for the

improvement of our existing worship space.  We hope that you will join us in the
Social Hall  to hear this report and to launch our church on a project that will
enhance the worship of God and the witness of our church for years to come!
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BOTH SERVICES!
The Kirkin' is a colorful celebration of the Scottish roots of the Presbyterian
Church. It commemorates the defiance the clans of Scotland displayed when
ordered by their English conquerors in 1746 to cease wearing their tartans or
playing bagpipes upon threat of death. The ceremony had its beginning in this
country in 1943 and rapidly spread over the United States and Canada and is

enjoyed in every part of the world. 



In the spirit of this tradition, come and join us as we rededicate our lives to God
through His son, our Lord Jesus Christ.

If you would like to be a bearer of your family tartan, please contact
Margaret Morrison at (912) 554-4002! 

Young Adult Fellowship

Come join other young adults of SSPC this
month for drinks, fellowship, and a casual Bible
study. 

Today, January 19th
7:00-8:30 pm
Mellow Mushroom

Please contact co-pastor, Alan Dyer, for further
details at alan@sspres.org.

Come join us for our annual PJ Party! This is an event for SSPC children 5th grade
and under. Children 2 and under will be in the Nursery. Children in Preschool will

participate in age appropriate activities. Children in K through 5th grade may
bring ONE guest (guest's parents need to complete registration as well).
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Children wear pajamas and participate in activities, games, dances, and crafts. We
serve a pancake supper and watch a movie! This years movie will be

INSIDE OUT (Rated PG: Mild Thematic Elements & Some Action)

Friday, January 20th
6:00-9:00pm

Children's Hall

For more information about this event, please contact Frieda Warner
at frieda@sspres.org

Register Here!

Summer 2017 Youth Mission Trip

July 23-28, 2017     |     Charlotte, NC

Students in grades 6-12 are invited for a fun week of service and growth with CROSS
Missions. We are so excited to be returning to Charlotte, NC this summer to work
with this ministry. Many youth and adults in our congregation have experienced
God's love in mighty ways through CROSS Missions, and we hope to share that

experience with you! Space is limited, so mark your calendars and register ASAP by
following the link below. 

Registration and Payment Deadlines:

$100 deposit and registration by February 1, 2017

$100 by March 1, 2017

$95 (paid in full) by May 1, 2017

Payments may be mailed or brought to the church office.

For more information, please contact Meg Johnson at meg@sspres.org.
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Register Here for this Trip!

Youth Ensemble & Fellowship starts back this
Sunday!

Please bring $5 for dinner! We will be walking to Mellow Mushroom from the church!
Looking forward to seeing all youth this Sunday!

5:00 pm - Youth Ensemble

6:00 pm - Youth Supper & Activities

Questions? Contact Meg Johnson at meg@sspres.org

The Week Ahead

Sunday, January 22

  8:45 am  -  Early Worship - Sanctuary

  9:30 am  -  Breakfast - Social Hall

  9:45 am  -  Congregational Meeting - Sanctuary Task Force Report - Social Hall

11:00 am  -  Worship - Sanctuary

  5:00 pm  -  Youth Ensemble - Music Attic

  6:00 pm  -  Youth Supper & Activities - Britt Room/ Youth Suite

Monday, January 23

12:00 pm  -   Men's Noon Day Bible Study - Britt Room

  8:00 pm  -   Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room
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  8:00 pm  -   AA Meeting - Britt Room

Tuesday, January 24

  7:00 am  -   Youth Breakfast Devotion - SSI Chick-fil-a

Wednesday, January 25

10:30 am  -   Ladies Video Bible Study - Youth Suite  

  4:00 pm  -   KidZ Programs - Playground Veranda

  4:30 pm  -   Refugee Task Force Meeting - Upper Room

  5:00 pm  -   Confirmation Class - Chapel 

  6:00 pm  -   WOW Supper - Social Hall

  6:30 pm  -   Chancel Ringers - Bell Room

  7:00 pm  -   Chancel Choir - Choir Room

Thursday, January 26

  7:15 am  -   Men's Breakfast Bible Study - Britt Room

10:00 am  -   Ladies Bible Study & Prayer Group- Upper Room  (Galatians Chap 2)

  4:00 pm  -   Yoga - Youth Suite

  8:00 pm  -   Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room

  8:00 pm  -   AA Meeting - Britt Room

Friday, January 27

10:00 am   -  Book Discussion & Prayer - Jann's Office

More Information About Upcoming Events
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Prayers & Thanksgivings

Click here for the Weekly Prayer & Meditation 

Christian Celebration:

Congratulations to Susan Ashburn on the birth of her new and first grandson, William
Rooks Phillips. Proud parents, Lindsey and Alex Phillips, welcomed him into the
world on January 13th. 

Christian Sympathy:

We extend Christian sympathy to church member Jane Day upon the passing of her
mother, Norma Day, who entered into rest on January 11th. 

We extend Christian sympathy to the family of Earle Mead of Columbus, OH. Earle
was an affiliate member here and entered into rest on January 7th. 

Thanksgivings:

Thank you to all the volunteers that hosted choir members and assisted with dinner
on Tuesday evening! It is because of your service that we were able to host such a
special event!

Bowling Photos!
We had a blast bowling on Sunday night! Here are a few photos of all of the fun we

had! Check out our website for more photos of Bowling Night!

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=15


Psalm 27:1,4-9  | Matthew 4:12-23  

Worship This Sunday
3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Scripture

Preacher Rev. Alan Dyer

Hymns 321: The Church's One Foundation 

720: Jesus Calls Us

KidZ Wednesday Programs and WOW
Supper resume January 25th!

For more information about KidZ Programs - CLICK HERE!
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turkey, dressing, gravy, cranberry sauce, green beans, salad, rolls, and
dessert.

Musical Notes
This is concert season!  I hope that you all have enjoyed all the free offerings of great
talent at our church.   We were blessed by Irish duo, Owen and Moley, who sang and
played guitar on Friday night to a packed house.  I would like to thank January
Adventure for this opportunity.  The word is that this group will be back next year!
 Slainté!  

On this past Tuesday evening, the choir loft was filled to the brim with singers from
Millikin University under the direction of Brad Holmes (he was our director at
Montreat Worship & Music conference last summer) and the Glynn Academy Concert
Choir under the direction of Nathaniel Roper and accompanied by Amy Bishop. It
was amazing to see 105 people up in our choir loft. Special thanks to hosts Anne &
Mike Aspinwall; Bob & Mary Ann Brearley; Mark & Coco Bujold; Bill & Judy Eason;
Richard & Saundra Hathaway, Bill & Charlotte Lueckel; Martha Markle; Albert & Baba
McCaffrey; Larry & Karin Mills; Kashey Odum; David & Audrey Stewart; and Ida and
Bill Walker. Thank you also to Harlan Hambright and Nat Scott for dinner
preparations and all of those who helped serve, usher, and clean up. One of the best
ministries at our church is creating warm hospitality for our guests. This group loved
our place so much that they played at the pier on Wednesday morning through lunch
before traveling to Hilton Head Island to perform another concert. Thanks for your
attendance and the generous love offering given to the group.

As a musician and performer, I get so busy producing programs, singing, conducting,
and playing, that I don’t get to attend the performances of others. It’s a real
opportunity to sit back and listen and be inspired.

In a similar vein, my husband Harlan has decided that I needed a “recharge” of my
batteries and has offered to be “me” this entire weekend. He is sending me to New
York City with a travel group to see shows and visit friends. Besides seeing some
shows, I plan to attend Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church on Sunday morning and
sometime during the weekend, I will meet with the agent that books our talent for
Island Concert Association, Reggie Bahl.  

Harlan will lead the choir as they sing Give Me Grace to Follow Jesus by Glenn
Pickett with Amy Bishop on piano and Beverly Fetter playing a flute part on the

Sign up for WOW Supper HERE!

WOW Supper Menu - Jan 25th
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organ.  Hymns for Sunday: 321 The Church’s One Foundation  and 720 Jesus Calls
Us.  

Youth Ensemble begins Sunday at 5:00 with Harlan and Jay Shirah playing drums
and guitar and sharing with the group about their choir experiences and instrument
playing.  

Love & Gratitude,

Rhonda

Next week:  CHILDREN’S CHOIRS K-5 START UP ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY
25TH!  PALM SUNDAY SINGING AND A SPRING MUSICAL ARE HIGHLIGHTS OF
THIS PROGRAM. SEE YOU WEDNESDAY AT 4:00 PM (JANUARY 25) ON THE
PLAYGROUND.  

St. Simons Presbyterian Church / 205 Kings Way / (912) 638-2220
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United States
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