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Christmas WelCome

Welcome to worship at St. Simons Presbyterian Church. As you enter the sanctuary, please silence your cell phones. 
All children are welcome in worship. A nursery is not provided for this service. If  you prefer, a “rocking room” with 
live video of  the service is available in the Chapel located outside of  the front right door of  the sanctuary.

WelCome

Christmas Eve
                                   

 Please stand if able.*

musiC for meditation

Christmas Prayer & the lord’s Prayer (all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*oPening hymn     133
O Come, All Ye Faithful

adeste fideles

Tonight’s Christmas 

Eve worship tells the 

story of Jesus’ birth 

chronologically, 

beginning with the 

expectation of a Messiah 

to come as voiced in Old 

Testament times by the 

prophet Isaiah. As we 

begin worship, consider 

how the light of the 

Christ child burns in you 

and how we might each 

bear that light in our own 

lives as a sign of hope for 

God’s world. 
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Ushers
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Acolyte
Margaret Spiers

                         Rev. Alan Dyer

Candles and Carols                       

Prelude Antonio Vivaldi
Laudamus te

Layla Edwards and Esther Maloof, Sopranos
Amy Bishop, Harpsichord

One: The people who walked in the darkness have seen a great light.

ALL: Those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light  
 has shined.

   
One: Come, let us worship God! 

ALL: The One whose light brings hope to a weary world.

Rev.  Bob Brearley*Call to WorshiP

Based on Isaiah 9:2

Amy Bishop, Organ
Rhonda Hambright, Piano



Carol Austrian Carol, arr. Luboff
Still, Still, Still
Chancel Choir

offering Adolphe Adam
O Holy Night

Rhonda Hambright, Soprano
Amy Bishop, Piano

mattheW 1:18-24 Ellie Watkins

The Lord’s AdvenT is ToLd To Joseph

The Lord is Born

*hymn 140
Once in Royal David’s City

irby

The offering received 

tonight will go to the St. 

Simons Presbyterian 

Church Deacon’s 

Fund which is used to 

assists those in need 

in our community.  The 

Deacon’s Fund allows 

the church to provide (at 

the pastor’s discretion), 

food, electricity, gas 

for transportation, 

temporary emergency 

lodging, and other 

urgent aid to those who 

come to the church in 

dire and immediate 

need.

solo Lowry, Greene
Mary, Did You Know?

Ann Nermoe

luke 1:26-38 Al Ledingham

Carol John Rutter

Angels’ Carol
Chancel Choir

The Lord’s AdvenT is ToLd To MAry

Christmas meditation                          Rev. Alan Dyer

Page 1588, NT, Pew Bible

Page 1497, NT, Pew Bible

luke 2:1-20 Alan DyerPage 1590, NT, Pew Bible

Musicians:
Ann Marie Morrison, 

Clarinet; 

John Morrison, 

French Horn;

Will Snyder, 

Percussion;

Anne Marie Stirewalt, 

Trumpet 



Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for His bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

Angels We Have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in rely, Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo

The First Noel
The first Noel the angel did say,

was to certain poor shepherds in fields where they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel.

We Three Kings
We three kings of Orient are, Bearing gifts we traverse afar,

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright:  

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light!

TAking The LighT of ChrisT To The WorLd

nATiviTy TABLeAu

During the singing of 

Silent Night, the lights 

will be dimmed and 

the congregation is 

invited to turn on their 

candles, remembering, 

as the author of John 

writes, “What has 

come into being in him 

with life, in the life was 

the life of all people.” 

lighting of the Christ Candle

Silent Night, Holy Night
Ann Marie Morrison, Soloist
 Harlan Hambright, Guitar

Congregation to join in singing on the 2nd verse.

*Candlelight hymn  122 stille naCht



*Charge & benediCtion

Postlude

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Esther Maloof, Soloist; Chancel Choir

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
God rest ye merry, gentlemen, Let nothing you dismay,

Remember Christ our Saviour was born on Christmas Day.
To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray.

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy!

O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light;

The hopes and fears of all the years, Are met in thee tonight.

Joy to the World
Joy to the world!  The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and nature sing, And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove.
The glories of His righteousness, And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love.

Following worship, the congregation is invited to join the choir on the front driveway of the church (weather 
permitting) for fellowship and singing. As you exit the building please continue to move away from the doors 

to allow those behind you to exit also. Transepts may leave by any of the doors adjacent the front of the 
sanctuary. Please remember to return your candles to the collection baskets located by the sanctuary doors 

before going home. St. Simons Presbyterian Church wishes you a joyous and very merry Christmas Season!

SINGING IN CHRISTMAS

As our time of 

worship comes to 

an end, the work of 

Christmas begins.
mendelssohn



Mission

Children

Youth

Young Adults

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30AM in the Social Hall with breakfast
WeeKidZ (3 Years to Grade 2)
Sundays: Wee Worship/KidZ Worship following the 
“Word for Children” during 11AM worship. 
Wednesdays: Faith, fun, and music. Meet on the 
playground veranda at 4PM. WOW supper at 6PM.
KingdomKidZ (Grades 3 to 5)
Second Sundays: Faith and fun.  Meet in the Britt Room 
for supper at 6PM.
Chimes and Choir (Grades 3 to 5)
Wednesdays: Meet on the playground veranda at 4PM.  
Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Manna House
First Monday of  every month
Help prepare, serve, and cleanup a meal for guests at 
“Manna House,” a local soup kitchen ministry.
Marie Dodd at mariewdodd@bellsouth.net.
PAL Mentoring Program
Mentor children in Brunswick elementary schools as 
part of  Positive Adult Leadership (PAL) Mentoring.
Richard Hathaway at thehathaways2@comcast.net.
Habitat for Humanity
Join us for local Habitat for Humanity home 
construction. Builds happen each fall and winter.
Alan Dyer at alan@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Community & Global Missions
Share God’s love with service locally and globally.  
Missions include Angel Tree Christmas Gifts, Hunger 
Action Team, and summer mission trips. 
Alan Dyer at alan@sspres.org or 638-2220.

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30AM in the Social Hall with breakfast
Fellowship
Sunday evenings in the Youth Suite 
Dinner at 6PM
Mid & Senior High at 6:30PM  (Grades 6 to 12)
Breakfast Devotion  (Grades 6 to 12)
Tuesdays at 7:00AM at Chick-Fil-A 
Transportation to school is available for middle 
schoolers. 
Music (Grades 6 to 12)
Sundays: Youth Ensemble meets at 5PM in Music Attic 
Meg Johnson at meg@sspres.org.

Faith on Tap
Monthly Thursday (usually 2nd Thursdays) at 7PM
A casual young adult Bible Study for 20 and 30-somethings 
meets monthly. Location varies. Childcare available.
Alan Dyer at alan@sspres.org or 638-2220. 

Spiritual Formation at St. Simons Presbyterian
Discipleship

Music

Pastoral Care

Choir
Choirs for all ages are available.  See Children and 
Youth for graded choir schedule.  Adults meet in the 
Ashantilly wing on Wednesday nights.  
Handbells and Other Instrumentation
Handbells, chimes and instruments are an important 
part of  the music ministry for children through adults. 
Rhonda Hambright at rhonda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Suzanne Morrison at suzanne@sspres.org 

Sunday School
Begins at 9:30AM in the Social Hall with breakfast 
Sunday School classes are available for all ages. 
Please come for breakfast and a time of  fellowship each 
week in the Britt Room prior to class.  

Britt Class - Upper Room
Come & See - Social Hall
Rejoice - Chapel
Trinity - Parlor

Frieda Warner at frieda@sspres.org or 638-2220.
Men’s Bible Study
Mondays at 12PM in the Britt Room
Come for lunch and Men’s Bible Study led by Alan 
Dyer every Monday. Visitors are always welcome.
Thursdays at 7:15 AM in the Britt Room
Come for breakfast and Community Men’s Bible Study 
led by area pastors every Thursday. 
John Matthews at jhmatthews7@comcast.net.
Ladies’ Video Bible Study
Wednesdays at 10:30AM in the Youth Suite
Gather for prayer and discussion each week using a 
video study. All women are invited!
Gail Ledbetter at gbledbetter@att.net.

Women’s Bible Study/Prayer Group
Thursdays at 10AM in the Upper Room (Sept.-May)
Gwen Mayberry gwenmayberry@gmail.com or 638-8711.
Presbyterian Women (PW) Circles
All women are invited to join a PW Circle.  Circles 
meet for Bible Study each month.  
Alison Schueneman at schueneman@gmail.com.
Nancy Harper at nanhbasket@aol.com.

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry offers confidential one-on-one Christian 
care to those experiencing difficult life circumstances. 
Jann Briscoe at jannbriscoe@gmail.com or 269-0212. 
Pastoral Care
To notify the church of  illness, hospitalization, births, 
deaths, or prayer request, contact the church office at 
912-638-2220.  If  you need pastoral care after hours 
please contact one of  our pastors.
St. Simons Presbyterian 638-2220
Rev. Bob Brearley at 912-399-5957
Rev. Alan Dyer at 937-623-7963
Rev. Jann Briscoe 912-269-0212



If  You Are New Here.  Whether you are visiting from 
out-of-town, a seasonal resident, or searching for a church 
home, we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. 
If  you are interested in receiving more information about 
membership or the ministries of  our congregation, please 
indicate that on the Friendship Register as it is passed down 
your pew at the beginning of  worship so that we can be in 
touch with you soon.

Child Care.  Children of  all ages are welcome in worship. 

If  You Are in Need of  Prayer. You may fill out a prayer 
request card (available in the pews) and place it in the offering 
plate or hand it to an usher.

To Aid in Worship.  A “Rocking Room” with live video of  
the service is available in the chapel located outside of  the 
front right doors of  the sanctuary.  Hearing assistance devices 
may be obtained from the ushers.

Sermons Online.  To hear sermons online, visit 
www.sspres.org/sermons.

M e r r y 
Chr i st mas!

Thank you for worshiping with 

St. Simons Presbyterian Church!  

Christmas Wreaths: The wreaths on the front doors of the 
church are given to the glory of God in loving memory of Bill 
and Meg Way by Alex and Ron Binkney.

Christmas Banners: The hand crafted silk banners 
symbolize the meaning behind each week of Advent. The 
first banner with the cross anchor symbolizes Hope. The 
second banner with the dove symbolizes Peace on earth. 
The third banner with the lyre symbolizes Joy. The fourth 
banner with the angel symbolizes Love & the proclaiming of 
Good News! The star is the guiding light for all to Bethlehem 
and symbolizes the light of Christ.

Poinsettias: If you dedicated a poinsettia this year, please 
feel free to take one home with you after the service this 
evening. 

Spiritual Formation at St. Simons Presbyterian Third Day of Christmas Party
December 27th

R e g i s t e r  O n l i n e !

6 - 9 pm
$15.00

July 12-19, 2017
M I S S I O N  T R I P

Register  by January 1st !

Contact 
Nat Scott
nat@sspres.org

Trained Lay People
Caring for Others

If you or a loved one are 
undergoing a difficult 

life transition, Stephen 
Ministers are available to 

http://www.stephenministries.org
Jann Briscoe 

jannbriscoe@gmail.com
912-269-0212

Sunday School Classes

Adult
Britt Class- Upper Room
Come & See- Fellowship Hall
Rejoice- Chapel
Trinity- Parlor

Children- Children’s Hall
Preschool & Elementary

Youth- Youth Suite
Senior High & Mid High

Sundays at 9:30 am beginning with breakfast in 
the Social hall.- Starting back on Jan 1st.

  9:30 am  -  Cook
11:00 am  -  Serve
  1:00 pm  -  Clean

Manna House
January 2nd



To Ponder Prayerfully

205 Kings Way      St. Simons Island, GA 31522      912-638-2220

St. Simons Presbyterian Church 
is a member of the Savannah 
Presbytery and the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and is a Stephen 
Ministry Congregation.

facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian instagram.com/saintsimonspreswww.sspres.org

Rev. Bob Brearley
Co-Pastor
bob@sspres.org

Jeannine Torbert
Administrator
jeannine@sspres.org

Rhonda Hambright
Music Ministry
rhonda@sspres.org 

Nat Scott
Congregational Life
nat@sspres.org

Walter Lynn
Building Coordinator
walter@sspres.org

Leslie McCracken
Clerk of Session

Anne Aspinwall
Chair of Deacons

Al Ledingham
Treasurer

Ministers: All members of the churchSt. Simons Presbyterian Church Ministers: All members of the church

Judy Cauley
Preschool Director  
judy@sspres.org

Rev. Alan Dyer
Co-Pastor
alan@sspres.org

Rev. Jann Briscoe
Parish Associate
jannbriscoe@gmail.com

Frieda Warner
Children’s Ministry/CE
frieda@sspres.org

Meg Johnson
Youth Mininstry Coord. 
meg@sspres.org

 Amy Bishop
Organist
amy@sspres.org

Suzanne Morrison
Handbells
suzanne@sspres.org

Betty Carter
Secretary
betty@sspres.org

Caroline Kittle
Communications  
caroline@sspres.org

“When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and PrinCes are home,
When the shePherds are baCk With their floCks,

the Work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost, to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, to release the Prisoner,
to rebuild the nations, to bring PeaCe among the PeoPle, 

to make musiC in the heart.”

The Work of Christmas

―Howard Thurman


