Service for the Lord’s Day
St. Simons Presbyterian Church

“And Hope Was Born”
Rebecca Stahr

1st Sunday of Advent
December 3, 2017 |

11:00 am Traditional Service

WE GATHER TO PRAISE

Greeter

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

D. A. Martin
Ushers
Emma Hidalgo
& Team

Special Music

Advent Meditation Music

Amy Bishop, Organ; Beverly Fetter, Piano

Acolyte
Clay Sproule

Introit

(88)

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

veni emmanuel

Chancel Choir

Gathering Words
One: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
Today marks the
beginning of Advent,
which comprises the four
Sundays leading up to
Christmas. Advent is far
more than preparing to

Welcome & Announcements

Rev. Alan Dyer

Welcome to worship at St. Simons Presbyterian Church. During the announcements please take a moment to sign and
pass the friendship register located at the end of the pew. As you enter the sanctuary, please silence your cell phones.
All children are welcome in worship. If you prefer, a nursery (located in the children’s hall at the rear of the church) is
available for children from birth to five years. Worship resources for children are available at the sanctuary entrances.

celebrate the first coming
of Christ, the incarnate
Word. Advent is a season

Prelude

we anticipate the future

Amy Bishop, Organist

coming of Christ to judge,
and to establish his rule
over all things.

arr. Wytrzen

Mary, Did You Know

of hope, during which

*Call to Worship
One:

D. A. Martin

Now, in this holy season of Advent, we wait.

ALL: For the faithful God is coming to us.
One:

Now, in this season of waiting, we listen.

ALL: For the faithful Word speaks of good news to us.
One:

Now, in the waiting and listening, we watch.

ALL: For the faithful Spirit is moving among us.

* Please stand if able.

*O		
pening Hymn 83
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

stuttgart

*Prayer of Confession (All)

Rev. Bob Brearley

Merciful Lord, you have entrusted us with your creation, and
commanded us to keep watch. But our eyes have become heavy,
and our weary bodies ache. We fall asleep and slumber through the
hurt of our world. We turn from your will because we don’t want to
give up our own control and comfort. You’ve given us work to do,
but as soon as you are out of sight or mind, we ignore our tasks. We
opt to serve ourselves rather than others. Turn us from our ways to
yours. Help stir us, O God. Awaken us to joyful obedience and the
hope of your glorious return.

Presbyterian pastor and
author Frederick Buechner
has famously said, “To
confess sins to God is not
to tell God anything that
God doesn’t already know.
Until we confess them,
however, they are the abyss
between us and God. When
we confess our sins, they
become the bridge.”

Silence for Personal Confession

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
*Gloria Patri

h.w. greatorex

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS
Minute for Mission

Heifer Project

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Bud, Hillary, Ace, & Hank Stringfellow

The Advent wreath is
a Christian tradition
borrowed from the
Germanic peoples
who placed candles on

Joys and Concerns of the Church

evergreens in the depth of
winter. The four candles
of the Christian Advent

Preparation for Prayer (85)
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

tif in veldele

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Keep Your Lamps
Chancel Choir

of the four Sundays that
precede Christmas.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer (All)

Offertory

wreath celebrate each

A. Thomas

*Doxology

old hundredth

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
Word for Children

All children please come forward at the pastor’s invitation.
Following the Word for Children, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave for KidZ Worship.

Old Testament Lesson
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

D. A. Martin

Page 919 OT

One: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

New Testament Lesson

Mark 13:24-37
Page 1578 NT

This creed is called the

Prayer for Illumination

Apostles’ Creed not
because it was produced
by the apostles themselves

Sermon

Rev. Alan Dyer

but because it contains
a brief summary of
their teachings. It sets
forth their doctrine “in
sublime simplicity, in
unsurpassable brevity, in
beautiful order, and with
liturgical solemnity.” In its
present form it is dated
no later than the fourth
century. More than any
other Christian creed, it
may justly be called an
ecumenical symbol of faith.

*Affirmation of Faith (All)

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

WE GATHER AT THE TABLE
Invitation to the Table
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Sharing the Bread and the Cup

Communion is derived

The practice of receiving communion by intinction is an ancient one. When taking Communion by intinction,
the body of the Church acts together, moving as a community towards the Table. Worshippers are invited to
come forward, take a piece of bread, and intinct or dip it in the cup, place it in their mouth, and return to
their seats. Gluten free bread is available for those with gluten allergies. Additionally, an elder is available to
bring communion to you where you are seated.

Communion Hymn 507
Come to the Table of Grace

New Testament Greek it
is translated as koinonia,
meanings reflect the
nature.

*Hymn of Dedication 104
valet will ich dir geben
O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
*Benediction
veni emmanuel/arr.

Hambright

Amen

Sing Good Tidings of Hope & Joy

“sharing in common.” In

sacrament’s relational

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

Postlude

communion, meaning

or “fellowship.” Both
table of grace

Post Communion Prayer

Choral Response

from the Latin word

arr. Wytrzen

Amy Bishop, Organist

If You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal
resident, or searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are worshiping
with us today. If you are interested in receiving more information about membership
or the ministries of our congregation, please indicate that on the Friendship Register
as it is passed down your pew at the beginning of worship so that we can be in touch
with you soon.
Child Care. Children of all ages are welcome in worship. If you prefer, a nursery is
available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is located in the Children’s
Wing at the rear of the church.
If You Are in Need of Prayer. You may fill out a prayer request card (available in
the pews) and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.
To Aid in Worship. A “Rocking Room” with live video of the service is available in
the chapel located outside of the front right doors of the sanctuary. Hearing assistance
devices and large print hymnals and Bibles may be obtained from the ushers.
Sermons Online. To hear sermons online, visit www.sspres.org/sermons.

Advent Calendar
Peace

Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give you. I do not give
to you as the world gives.
John 14:27

Joy

Though you do not now see him,
you believe in him and rejoice with
joy that is inexpressible and filled with
glory, obtaining the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.
1 Peter 1:8-9

Love

Dear friends, let us love one
another, for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born
of God and knows God.
1 John 4:7

Hope

Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1

December 3 | Sunday
$ Deadline for Angel Tree Donations & Gifts
' Hope Hall Open - 9:00-12:30pm
= Youth Progressive Supper beginning at Johnson Home- 6:00-8:00pm
December 4 | Monday
D Manna House - 9:00am-1:00pm
December 6 | Wednesday
" Presbyterian Women Luncheon - 11:30am
m KidZ Choirs Mission Trip - 4:00-6:30pm
0 Indoor Labyrinth Walk - 4:00-6:00pm
December 7 | Thursday
N Advent Communion Service - 5:30-6:00pm
December 9 | Saturday
" Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Day - 8:00am - 1:00pm
December 10 | Sunday
U Hope Hall Open - 9:00-12:30pm
c Children’s Christmas Musical in Social Hall - 9:45am
n Youth & KidZ Fellowship: Christmas Lights on Jekyll - 4:30pm
December 14 | Thursday
" Advent Communion Service - 5:30-6:00pm
December 15 & 16 | Friday & Saturday
< Live Nativity - 6:00pm & 7:00pm
December 17 | Sunday
? Hope Hall Open - 9:00-12:30pm
c Joy Gift Offering
December 20 | Wednesday
' Christmas Caroling & Soup delivery- 4:30pm
= College Christmas Cookout at Warner Home - 7:00pm
December 21 | Thursday
' KidZ Book Club at Wake Up- 4:30pm
+ Advent Communion Service - 5:30-6:00pm
December 24 | Sunday
0 Deacon’s Fund Offering
< Sunday Morning Worship - 8:30 & 11:00am
" Candle and Carols Service with Children’s Nativity Tableau- 5:30pm
u Christmas Eve Communion Service - 10:00pm
" Ringing in Christmas - 11:00pm
December 27 | Wednesday
; Third Day of Christmas Party in Britt Room- 6:00pm

Thank you to all who participated in Angel Tree this year. Your gifts of
love and generosity will go to help many children in Glynn County have a
full and joyous Christmas this year!

This Week

Today, Dec 3

Volunteer Day

Sat, Dec 9th

Sign up Online
by Wednesday, Dec 6!
Questions? Contact Alan (alan@sspres.org)

Indoor

Labyrinth

w/ Rev. Dr.
Wa l k
Kathryn McLean

Wed, Dec 6
4 - 6 PM
Sign up Online!

December 3 - 9

8:30 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:15 pm
6:00 pm

Chapel Service - Sanctuary
Coffee Hour- Social Hall
Sunday School - Various Locations
Traditional Service - Sanctuary
Worship & Music Team Meeting - Britt Room
Session Retreat - Youth Suite
Youth Progressive Supper - Johnson Home

9:00 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
3:00 pm

Manna House - 1408 G. Street Brunswick
Instrumental Ensemble - Sanctuary
Men’s Noonday Bible Study - Britt Room
Congregational Life Meeting - John Law Room

Monday, Dec 4

Tuesday, Dec 5
7:00 am

Youth Breakfast Devotion - SSI Chick-fil-a

11:30 am
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

PW Christmas Luncheon - Social Hall
KidZ Choir Mission Trip - Magnolia Manor
Indoor Labyrinth Walk-Social Hall
Chancel Ringers - Bell Room
Chancel Choir - Sanctuary

7:00 am
10:00 am
4:00 pm
4:00 pm

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study - Britt Room
Ladies Bible Study - Upper Room
Free Flow Yoga - Youth Suite
Advent Communion Service - Delegal Lot

Wednesday, Dec 6

Thursday, Dec 7

Friday, Dec 8

Children’s Christmas Musical
10:00 am
Book Discussion & Prayer - Jann’s Office
Saturday,
Dec
9
“Signs of Christmas”
Sunday, Dec 10 | 9:45 AM | Social Hall

8:00 am

Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Day

Congregational Meeting: Session has called a brief
congregational meeting to happen after the 11A worship next
Sunday, Dec. 10. The purpose of the meeting is to consider
the nomination of Michael Johnson to serve on the Associate
Pastor Nominating Committee.
Chancel Flowers: The Chancel flowers this morning are
given to the glory of God and in memory of Madge DeMay, our
church member and friend in Christ, by her family, Vanette
and Mike McKinney.
Christmas Wreaths: The wreaths on the front doors of the
church are given by Ron and Alex Binkney in honor of their
grandchildren.

Third Day of Christmas Party
December 27
6 PM $15
Register Online!

Christmas Poinsettias: If you would like to purchase a
poinsettia, please fill out the envelopes found in the pew
racks and place your payment inside. Cost is $12.00 per plant.
Advent Communion Services: Each Thursday throughout
Advent at 5:30 PM, please join us for a time of reflection
& prayer in the space we hope will become the SSPC
Community Prayer Garden with a labyrinth available to
walk. Come, accept the Labyrinth’s invitation to you to
follow a sure path into the center, receive its gift, and return
with that gift to share it with those whose paths you cross.

To Ponder Prayerfully

An Advent Prayer

“M

ay the sounds of

Advent stir a longing in your people, O

God. Come again to set us free from the dullness of routine and the
poverty of our imaginations.

Break the patterns which bind us to small

commitments and to the stale answers we have given to questions of
no importance.

Let the Advent trumpet blow, let the walls of our

defenses crumble, and make a place in our lives for the freshness of
your love, well-lived in the

Spirit, and still given to all who know

their need and dare receive it.

Amen.”

― Howard Thurman
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Treasurer

jannbriscoe@gmail.com
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