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Study for “The Ascension”
John Singleton Copley



Welcome to worship at St. Simons Presbyterian Church. As you enter the sanctuary, please silence your cell phones. 
All children are welcome in worship. If  you prefer, a nursery (located in the children’s hall at the rear of  the church) is 
available for children from birth to five years. Worship resources for children are available at the sanctuary entrances.

Welcome

WE GATHER TO PRAISE
Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

Service for the Lord’s Day
Ascension of the Lord

May 28, 2017    |    8:45 & 11:00 am Worship

*opening Hymn       263
All Hail the Power of  Jesus’ Name!

coronation

Greeter
8:45 am

Carol Snyder
 11:00 am

Ellen Fleming

Ushers
8:45 am

Riddick Ackerman

Kathy Cathey

Harry Moffett

Sean Hidalgo

11:00 am

Teresa Hodgdon

Matt Hodgdon

Ryan Hodgdon

Anna Hodgdon

Acolyte
      Maren Shirah greeting & announcements

Please sign and pass the friendship register.
Rev. Alan Dyer

The seven weeks of the 

Easter season include the 

festival of the ascension 

of our Lord — Ascension 

Day. Our worship today 

proclaims that Christ is 

Lord of the world and 

head of the church. As 

such, Christ’s ascension 

is an important reminder 

that Christians are called 

to be concerned not only 

with ecclesiastical matters 

but also with social and 

political ones. If Christ has 

ascended, then there are 

no other rulers — all others 

are merely pretenders. 

Christ reigns supreme.

11:00 Service Only

8:45 Service Only

 Please stand if able.*

One:    We are called to be the body of  Christ.
ALL:   We are called to serve as Christ in this world.
One:    We are called to share in the gifts of  the Spirit.
ALL:   We are called to teach, care, and love as 
    Christ loves us.
One:    We are called to bring the Good News.
ALL:   We are called to proclaim Christ’s death and      

   resurrection until Christ comes again.
One:    Come, let us worship God,
ALL:   Who dwells in us as the body of  Christ in this world.  

   Amen.

*call to WorsHip Alex Snyder
Ellen Fleming

introit 
Be Thou My Vision

arr. Paul Curnow

Instrumental Ensemble

prelude 
“Old Hundredth” arr. Bock

Amy Bishop, Organ

Anne Marie Stirewalt, Beth Evans, Trumpets; Judy Foster, Clarinet;
Alexander Hamilton, Baritone; Rhonda Hambright, Viola; 

Carol Hamilton, Piano; David Stewart, Percussion; Harlan Hambright, Timpani



WE SHARE OUR LIFE & GIFTS

prayer of tHanksgiving and tHe lord’s prayer (all)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*assurance of pardon

In the name of  Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

*gloria patri H.W. greatorex
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.

Silence for Personal Confession

“If my sinfulness appears 

to me to be in any way 

smaller or less detestable 

in comparison with the 

sins of others, I am still not 

recognizing my sinfulness 

at all... How can I possibly 

serve another person 

in unfeigned humility 

if I seriously regard his 

sinfulness as worse than 

my own?” 

–Dietrich Bonhoeffer

This version of MELITA was 

arranged for the US Navy 

Band Sea Chanters and 

used with their permission.

preparation for prayer   
Eternal Father, Strong to Save

MELITA/arr. B. Kidd

*prayer of confession (all)

Almighty God, we confess that we have our eyes set in the clouds 
instead of  on the earth You have given us. We desire heavenly 
treasure but we keep believing that worldly means will help us attain 
it. Forgive us for our short sightedness. Draw us away from the 
temptations to seek worldly power and measures of  success, and call 
us to the down-to-earth message of  Your love, to care for the needs 
of  those around us, especially the oppressed and marginalized. You 
have called us through scripture to care for the widows and orphans 
among us; help us to see all those who are left out by society and 
are in need. Help us to break down the dividing walls that we have 
placed, so that we may truly be one, as You and Christ are one.

Rev. Bob Brearley

Joys and concerns of tHe cHurcH

offertory
Faith of  Our Fathers
Amy Bishop, Organ

arr. Young

Rich Goeldner

minutes for mission
Father’s Day Cards Sean Hidalgo

BRIDGE Mission Program



This work by J. Paul 

Williams and Joseph 

Martin asks us to 

explore the role we all 

perform in our daily 

lives. Because of world 

issues, it is imperative 

for us to reflect on 

things around us.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

neW testament lesson

Acts 1:6-14
Page 1691 NT

prayer for illumination

*prayer of dedication

*doxology   old HundredtH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

One: This is the Word of  the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God.

old testament lesson

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
Page 902 OT

Alex Snyder
Ellen Fleming

Who Are the Brave
P. Williams/

J. Martin
antHem 

Chancel Choir; Instrumental Ensemble

All children please come forward at the pastor’s invitation.
Following the Word for Children, children Preschool-2nd grade may leave for KidZ Worship.

Word for cHildren

Who are the brave? Those who go to war.
Who are the brave? Those who fight no more.

Those who gave their lives, protecting freedom’s shore.
Who are the brave? Those who serve in war.

Who are the brave? Those who live with pain.
Who are the brave? Those whose lives are plain.

Those with healthy bodies, those protecting the unsure.
Who are the brave? Those who serve the poor.
Who are the brave? Those whose speech is free.

Who are the brave? Those loving liberty.
All those with heart and mind, protecting all they find.

Who are the brave? Those who serve mankind.



If  You Are New Here. Whether you are visiting from out-of-town, a seasonal resident, 
or searching for a church home, we are delighted that you are worshiping with us today. If  
you are interested in receiving more information about membership or the ministries of  our 
congregation, please indicate that on the Friendship Register as it is passed down your pew at 
the beginning of  worship so that we can be in touch with you soon.

Child Care. Children of  all ages are welcome in worship. If  you prefer, a nursery is 
available for children, birth through age five. The nursery is located in the Children’s Wing at 
the rear of  the church.

If  You Are in Need of  Prayer. You may fill out a prayer request card (available in the 
pews) and place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher.

To Aid in Worship. A “Rocking Room” with live video of  the service is available in the 
chapel located outside of  the front right doors of  the sanctuary. Hearing assistance devices 
and large print hymnals and Bibles may be obtained from the ushes.

Sermons Online. To hear sermons online, visit www.sspres.org/sermons.

sermon Rev. Alan Dyer

*Benediction

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*Hymn of dedication    
Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun

duke street265 

What are you taking from 

worship? A new thought, a 

deep feeling, a glimpse of 

grace, a challenge? Where 

will you see God today? A 

hope or a prayer for the 

week?

*affirmation of faitH (all)

Israel did not cease to be God’s people. Yet out of  Israel a new 
people was formed. The Spirit came with power to the followers 
of  Jesus. Led by the apostles they began to proclaim with boldness 
the new thing God had done in Christ. They began to experience 
in their fellowship a new quality of  common life. We believe that by 
the power of  the same Spirit the church can be set on its way again, 
even when it seems beyond hope of  renewal. We are grateful heirs 
of  reformations and awakenings. We are faithful to the reformers of  
the past when we hold ourselves open in the present to the reforming 
and renewing work of  the Spirit.

A Declaration of  Faith

Now Thank We All Our God
arr. Behnkepostlude

Amy Bishop, Organ

  cHoral response 
Amen

dresden amen



S u m m e r  a t  S t  S i m o n s  P r e s b y t e r i a n !

JUNE 19-23
Savannah Presbytery Camp  |  Rising 1st - graduated seniors   |  Register Online!

JUNE 18-24
Worship & Music I at Montreat  |  Adults  |  Contact Rhonda Hambright

JUNE 25 - JULY 1
Worship & Music II at Montreat  |  Children & Youth  |  Contact Rhonda Hambright

JULY 10-14
Worship & Art Camp   |  Rising 1st - 6th graders   |   Register Online!

JULY 12-19
Montaña de Luz Honduras Mission Trip   |   Contact Nat Scott

JULY 23-28
CROSS Youth Mission Trip: Charlotte, NC   |   Contact Meg Johnson

JULY 5, 12, 19, 26
Wednesday Family Fun Nights    |   Contact Nat Scott

JUNE 13-15
Vacation Bible School   |  3 year olds - 5th graders   |   Register Online!

JUNE 5-8
Sapelo Island Trip   |  High Schoolers - Adults   |   Register Online!

VacationBibleSchool

(Please note: Worship & Art Camps have merged into one week)



This Week  May 28 - June 3

Today, May 28
   8:45 am  Early Worship - Sanctuary
   9:30 am Breakfast - Social Hall
   9:45 am Sunday School
 11:00 am Worship - Sanctuary

 Monday,  May 29  -  Church Office Closed for Memorial Day
        8:00 pm AA Meeting - Britt Room
        8:00 pm Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room
Wednesday,  May 31 

    6:00 pm Chancel Ringers - Bell Room
    6:00 pm Chancel Choir - Choir Room

Thursday, June 1
    7:15 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study - Britt Room
   4:00 pm Free Flow Yoga - Youth Suite
   6:30 pm Stephen Ministry - Parlor

        8:00 pm AA Meeting - Britt Room
        8:00 pm Al-Anon Meeting - John Law Room
Friday, June 2

 10:00 am Book Discussion & Prayer - Jann’s Office

Chancel Flowers: The flowers in the Chancel this morning are 
given by Rhonda and Harlan Hambright and family to the glory 
of God and in loving memory of her father, Captain Ronald L. 
Helton, CEC, USN, and all veterans. 

Christian Sympathy: We extend Christian sympathy to Jim 
Gillespie and family upon the death of his wife and church 
member Sarah Gillespie, who entered into rest on May 20. A 
memorial service has been scheduled for June 1 in Atlanta. 

Reeves Family Love Offering: During the next few weeks, we 
will be collecting a love offering to help a local family affected 
by tragedy. This past February, the Reeves’ Family home in 
Brunswick caught fire and claimed the lives of two of their 
small children. A third child and the mother have only recently 
been released from the hospital after extensive treatment. 
Church members Carleen & John Thompson have been in 
close contact with the family for several months seeking to 
identify ways that the church and community can assist them 
as they rebuild their lives. As part of those efforts, the Session 
has approved a love offering with the goal of raising $5,000.00 
to help reestablish this family into a home and provide them 
with some of the material possessions that they lost in the 
fire. Please consider making a donation in worship today while 
also continuing to pray for renewed strength and hope for this 
family in their time of need. 

S u mme r  s i g n - u p s  o n l i n e !
www.sspres.org

June 5-8
Adults &Youth

(Grades 9-12)Space is Limited!

(Fee covers 
food, housing, & 

equipment)

Adults - $400
Youth - $200Sign - up

ONLINE!

VacationBibleSchool
June 13-15

Register Online!
Deadline for T-Shirt: June 1

Volunteer or 
register your child!

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Starting Next Sunday, June 4th

8:30 AM
Morning Prayer

Sanctuary

10 AM
Worship

Sanctuary

9 AM
Breakfast/ 

Joint Sunday School
Social Hall

Father’s Day 
Cards

On Sale Now in 
Back Hallway!

 The Global Mission Team is selling Father’s 
Day Cards benefiting Marion Medical Mission 
Shallow Well Program which provides wells 

for clean water in Malawi, Africa. Cards will be 
on sale in the Back Hallway before and after 
worship today, as well as June 4 and June 11. 
Suggested donation is $10.00 per card.



― Teresa of  Avila

“CHrist Has no Body noW on eartH But yours, 
no Hands But yours, no feet But yours; yours are 
tHe eyes tHrougH WHicH is to look out cHrist’s 

compassion to tHe World. yours are tHe feet WitH 
WHicH He is to go aBout doing good, yours are tHe 

Hands WitH WHicH He is to Bless...noW.”

205 Kings Way      St. Simons Island, GA 31522      912-638-2220

St. Simons Presbyterian Church 
is a member of the Savannah 
Presbytery and the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and is a Stephen 
Ministry Congregation.

facebook.com/saintsimonspresbyterian instagram.com/saintsimonspreswww.sspres.org
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To Ponder Prayerfully

No Body But Yours


